Iran Has to Import refined oil 





OIC chief cool to Mideast linkage 

m 

JEDDAH (AP) ~ Efforts to solve the Palestinian problem could follow 
an Iraqi pullout from Kuwait, the bead of the Ofgurisatioa of the hUmic 
Conference (OIC) said Saturday. But Hamid A1 Gabid, who is seeretmy- 
general of the 45-nation body, hinted m a letter to His Majesty King 
Hussein that be rejects a linkage between the two issues. “The extremely 
serious te n sio n and the massive arrival of foreign forces in the Gulf region 
should be linked to the unacceptable decision of the Iraqi authorities to 
purely and simply annex the state of Kuwait.” Gabid wrote. “Wc shall put 
in efforts to resolve ibe Arab- Israeli conflict and the Palestinian tragedy 
once the current Golf crisis is over.” he wrote. Gabid. a forme r prime 
minist e r of Niger, described Iraq's invasion of Kuwait as “unjustified, 
tragic and unfortunate." The contents of the King’s letter were not 
revealed. 



Anind 

1. 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iran still needs to import refined oil for domestic 
4»wiiind although its refineries are producing at more than 20 per cent 
their design capacities. Oil Minister Gholamrcza Aqazadeh said Saturday. 
Aqazadeh, in an interview with Tehran Radio, said Iran's seven refineries 
were producing 920,000 barrels of oil products per day. That was 200,000 
barrels above their normal capacity. He said the refineries were producing 
enough petrol, but that 234,000 barrels of kerosene and diesel had !o be 
imported daily from the Netherlands and other European countries. 
Aqazadeh said Iran had problems transporting its oil, and that 2,000 
tankers have been bought to relieve those problems. Another 1 ,400 
tankers were hired from neighbouring Turkey, he said. The new tanker 
would stan operating in the next Iranian year, beginning on March 22. 
Another 500 tankers will be manufactured domestically, raising the 
number of Iranian tankers in service to 10,000, Aqazadeh said. 
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crisis. The source said the minis- 
ters would disenss results of then- 
contacts with Arab and other 
countries on ways to achieve an 
Iraqi pullout from Kuwait. No 
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; the copyri^i 

Somali peace 
talks postponed 
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UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
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; - TUNIS (R) —Tnnisian President 

tbe° 1 j tbe c ' Zfoe A1 Abtfose Ben AK had 
iaxib pintwwi to i nv ite 15 Arab, Afti- 
* caa and non-aligned heads of 


wS-i 


fixe 

3 wit^ aaeaichofapeacefolaoi i itiontio; 

foe Gulf criris* official aooices 


^ $ state to go to Baghdad with 

_ V, ‘ 

a i wb*^! m# raid Saturday. Ben Afi had made 


^ contact with same of foe coon- 

t 

^ cause of foe latest developments 


xS ZmT* tries over the past two we^a but 

on'* 


has smpended die project be-' 
i/anS' caase <* toe latest devetopments 

lifl towta Baghdad and Washing-, 

,pal ton, they said. 


Occupied lands 





standstill 


Palestinians stage massive strike 
to mark anniversary of intifada 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinians in foe 
occnpied territories staged a 
general strike Saturday on the 
occasion of the fond anniversary 
of their intifada and to com- 
memorate the Oct. 8 massacre of 
over 20 Palestinians in Arab Jeru- 


Large sectors of the occupied 
West Bank, including such prin- 
cipal dries as Nablus and Heb- 
ron, and most of tbe Gaza Strip 
under army-imposed 


ing and tbe Hamas movement. 
There were no reports of vio- 
lence. 

Shops were shut and no vehi- 
cles, apart from army cars, were 
seen on the West Bank roads. In 
Rama Hah, a town declared a 
“dosed military area” by the 
army, tbe only sign of life were 
children playing soccer in the 


The curfews were ordered 
day to prevent possible marches 
and violence. On Saturday, 
Palestinians mark two months 
since the Oct. 8 killing s and Sun- 
day is foe third anmversaiy of 
their uprising. 

Life in foe occupied territories 
came to a standstill Saturday at 
foe onset of foe two-day general 
strike, called by the unified 
national leadership of the upris- 


Increased police and paramilit- 
ary border police forces patrolled 
tbe Arab Jerusalem. Arab pas- 
sersby were stopped and sear- 
ched, witnesses said. 

Before dawn Saturday, uniden- 
tified assailants, presumably 
Arabs, fired several shots at a 
border police patrol in the Arab 
Jerusalem neighbourhood of 
Shuafat. There were no injuries, 
police said. 

Also Saturday, hundreds of 
Israelis from foe left-wing Peace 
Now movement gathered in front 
of Prune Minister Yitzhak Sha- 


mir’s residence to mark the upris- 
ing anniversary. They carried 
burning torches and placards 
mentioning violent events of the 
revolt. 

In large newspaper ads pub- 
lished Friday, foe movement de- 
manded a “political separation 
from the (occupied) territories” 
and said time has come to '’put an 
end to the circle of bloodshed.” 

In the West Bank, leaflets dis- 
tributed by two Palestinian 
groups called for an escalation of 
the intifada as it enters hs fourth 


Police expelled about 10 Jews 
of foe anti-Arab Kach movement 
from Jerusalem's Haram AI Shar- 
if, foe site of the Oct. 8 massacre, 
after they began shouting insults 
at passing Palestinians. Ibe com- 
plex house AI Aqsa Mosque, j 
Islam’s third holiest shrine. 


(Continued on page 5) 


Iraq proposes Dec . 17 and 
Jan. 12 for talks with U.S. 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iraq and 
foe United States have run into 
disagreement over proposed 
dates for talks involving Foreign 
Minister Tareq Aziz in Washing- 
ton and U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker in Baghdad, the 
Iraqi Net 
Saturday. 


aghfo 

Iraqi News Agency (INA) said 


Iraq formally proposed Dec. 17 
as the date for Aziz to go to 
Was hin gt o n »"d Jan. 12 for Bak- 
er’s talks with Saddam Hussein, 
INA said. 

The Foreign Ministry said it 
had informed the American 
charge d'affaires in Baghdad of 
its proposal. 

“The INA learned that tbe 
American side proposed other 
dates for the two meetings that 
were found not suitable for the 
Iraqi side,” the agency said. 

It said also that the Foreign 
Minis cry had “informed the 
American side that Iraq affirms 
its position that talks in Washing- 
ton and Baghdad should be based 
on real desire for dialogue and 
exchange of opinion in a compre- 
hensive, serious and thorough 


manner in which both sides table 
their considerations and issues 
based on tbeir positions And that 
concern must be centred on seek- 
ing understanding as an alterna- 
tive far the language of threat." 

It said Iraq had made it clear 
that it believes an overall 
approach to Middle East prob- 
lems was needed, particularly the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

ENA said Iraq’s proposal on 
Ang. 12, linking foe Gulf crisis 
with all Middle East issues, “is 
the correct start to solve all the 
region’s problems and first and 
foremost the Palestinian ques- 
tion.” 

President George Bush has in- 
sisted that there be no linkage 
and has said he would tell Aziz 
and Saddam through Baker that 
Iraq must leave Kuwait without 
conditions. 

INA said foe Iraqi ministry 
added that Iraq would stick to 
“Iraq’s national rights, including 
hs rights in the governors te of 
Kuwait." 

Iraq renamed Kuwait its 19th 
province after it annexed the 


emirate it invaded on Aug. 2. 

A U.S. State Department 
spokeswoman said Friday <^hat 
Washington would not agree to 
set up foe Bush- Aziz talks until 
Baghdad agreed on a date for the 
Saddam-Baker meeting. 

Aziz said Friday that he needed 
no instruction from Bush on the 
facts of foe Gulf crisis. 

Aziz instead suggested that 
Bush use their White House 
meeting to open a peace dia- 
logue. 

In a televirion interview, Aziz 
said Bush was mistaken in his 
view that President Saddam is an 
isolated dictator unaware of foe 
danger he faces from a vasr multi- 
national force deployed in tbe 
Gulf- 

“He (Bush) is absolutely 
wrong." Aziz told ABC Televi- 
sion. 

Aziz said Bush thus would be 
wasting time if he devotes the 
projected meeting to stressing the 
U.S. threat to drive Iraqi forces 
out of Kuwait if they do not 
withdraw by a U.N. deadline of 
Jan. 15. 


Amnesty 

protests 

Israeli 

practices 

ROME (AP) — The Italian 
branch of Amnesty International 
accused Israel Saturday of violat- 
ing international law by torturing 
Palestinians and d et aining them 
for long periods without charge. 
Hie report, marking the third 


riatig , also charged that Israeli 
authorities allowed an excessive 
use of firear ms against Palesti- 


Tbe human rights gr oup said 
tension in the occupied territories 
had grown worse in recent 
months. It attributed foe change 
to tbe formation of a right-wing 
TkracK government, an increase in 
KlKng a by Palestinians of sus- 
pected Israeli eoDaboratoa and 
widespread support among 
Palestinians for Iraq. 

The report said that at least 660 
Palestinians had been in 
three years by Israelis using 
fiiwnn u. Nearly half the victims 

were under 19, foe Italian group 


“Amnesty International feels 
parf i^wliiri y t srwieemad about effir 

dal directives on foe use of 


fir ea r ms that seem to gyve coo- 
sent, without any justific at io n , to 
the killing of people not neces- 
sarily involved in activities that 
threaten die lives of other peo- 
ple,” the re p ort by the Ita l ian 
group said. 


ii 


(Continued on page 4) 


Arab oil ministers reject 
Kuwaiti bid to assail Iraq 


CAIRO (R) — Arab oil ministers 
rejected a bid by Kuwait to cen- 
sure Iraq Saturday after Egypt 
appealed to them to concentrate 
on Arab economic unity, dele- 


They said minis ters and offi- 
cials at tbe annual meeting of the 
10-member Organisation of Arab 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OAPEQ refused to disenss tbe 
Gulf crisis despite repeated pleas 
by Kuwaiti 03 Minister Rashid 
Salem AI Ameeri. 

“Ameeri spoke three times 
during the dosed session and his 
words were emotional and highly 
charged,” one delegate told Reu- 
ters after the one-day meeting. 

Tbe sources said foe ministers 
also refused to disenss a request 
by Ameeri that OAFEC demand 

compensation from Iraq for mov- 
ing modi of foe organisation’s 
equipment to Baghdad from its 
former headquarters in Kuwait. 

The leader of the Iraqi delega- 
tion, Cairo Ambassador Nabil 
Nejim AI Takriti, objected when 
(he conference decided to tem- 
porarily move its headquarters to 
Cairo, the delegates said, (see 

page 7). 

OAPEC President Abdul Hadi 
Kandeel of Egypt earlier urged 
the ministers to avoid politics and 
focus on how to promote econo- i 
mic integration. The group's* 

members own about two-thuds of 
the world’s proven oil reserves. 

“Our thoughts are over- 
whelmed by anxiety... over foe 
dangers that threaten tbe future 
of the Arab Nation,” he said. 

“The first mistake we should 

avoid is to let political differences 


affect our economic interests. 

“The Arabs have one fate and 
will return to each other no mat- 
ter how far apart they are," he 
said. 

Most OAPEC members are 
strongly critical of Iraq's Aug. 2 
invasion of Kuwait but the dele- 
gates said foe ministers agreed to 
steer clear of foe explosive issue 
at Kan deePs request. 

“They agreed to avoid politics 
even before the conference 
started,” one source said. 

The Gulf crisis has led to one of 
the most serious splits in the Arab 
World with Egypt rallying an 
anti-Baghdad Arab coalition. 

Kandeel said oil represented 
foe most important asset of the 
Arab Nation, describing OAFEC 
as “the lighthouse of the Arab 
petroleum industry.” 

“If fois light is put out our ships 
mil lose their way in the stormy 
seas of pofitics." 

OAPEC, based in Kuwait since 
its esiablishent in 1968, has been 
virtually paralysed by foe inva- 
sion. 

OAPEC groups seven OPEC 
members — Saudi Arabia, Iraq. 
Kuwait, the United Arab Emi- 
rates, Qatar, Libya and Algeria 

— with small producers Syria, 
Egypt and Bahrain. 

- Unlike OPEC, the Arab group 
does not discuss prices and pro- 
duction polities but its meetings 
have often provided an opportun- 
ity for major oil producers to 

coordinate policies ahead of 

OPEC conferences. 

Tbe 13-member OPEC is sche- 
duled to start its biannual meet- 
ing in Vienna on Wednesday. 




His Majesty King Hussein 
Jordanian and Palestinian 


visits an exhibition of works by activities to mark the anniversary of the P a lestin ian intifada (Petra 
after opening week-long cultural photo) 


Jordan marks uprising anniversary 
with week-long cultural activities 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Saturday attended 
foe opening of cultural activities 
organised by the Ministry of Cul- 
ture in cooperation with the De- 
partment of Culture of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) in commemoration of foe 
third anniversary of tbe intifada. 

Tbe week-long events include 
activities such as poetry readings 
by Jordanian and Palestinian 
poets, seminars and speeches as 
well as plays depicting foe mean- 
ing of the' uprising against foe 
Israeli occupation and reflecting 
the unity between foe Jordanian 
and Palestinian peoples and their 
solidarity in foe face of Israel and 
foe joint Jordanian -Palestinian 
struggle for liberating the occu- 
pied territories. The events will 
end with foe presentation of med- 
als to distinguished intellectuals. 


poets and writers. 

Minister of Culture Khaled Al 
Karalti addressed foe opening 
session held ar foe Royal Cultural 
Centre (RCQ, paying tribute to 
foe Palestinian people involved in 
foe uprising. The intifada, he 
said, “is one bright image of the 
iong-standing struggle of the 
Arab world, and it is an honour- 
able struggle in the face of colo- 
nial and racist powers and repres- 
sion.” 

'Today we salute foe intifada, 
foe Palestinian martyrs and these 
wounded in the fight for freedom 
and those carrying stones and 
daggers to fight for their libera- 
tion,” foe minister said. 

“The Palestinian people re- 
mind foe Arabs of their ances- 
tors, those vanguards who led the 
Islamic conquest and helped to 
propagate Islam worldwide,” he 


said. 

Karalti said the joint struggle 
against Zionists and tbe other 
invaders waged by tbe Jordanian 
and Palestinian peoples since the 
1920s have set the stage for their 
descendants “who are today un- 
ited in their will and determina- 
tion to pursue foe fight for free- 
dom and unify.” 

Another speaker was Abdullah 
Al Hourani, head of the PLO’s 
Cultural Department, who voiced 
appreciation of those who ex- 
erted efforts to organise tbe 
cultural events in commemora- 
tion of the intifada. 

“Tbe staunch support and soli- 
darity displayed by foe Jordanian 
people towards their Palestinian 
borthers is one form of expressing 
this joint struggle,” he said. 

Among those attending the 
opening session with King Hus- 


sein were Senate Speaker Ahmad 
Al Lawzi, Royal Court Chief 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, the 
King’s political advisor Adnan 
Abu Odeh and Chief Chamber- 
lain Prince Ra’d Ben 2Leid as well 
as Cabinet members, Parliament 
deputies and Palestine National 
Council members in Amman in 
addition to a large gathering. 

Following foe opening. King 
Hussein opened an exhibition of 
Palestinian embroideries display- 
ing samples of work done by 
residents of Palestinian villages 
and refugee camps. 

King Hussein also opened a 
plastic art exhibition displaying 
works by Jordanian and Palesti- 
nian artists depicting the joint 
struggle and the sufferings of the 
Palestinian people under Israeli 
occupation. 


King 

meets 

Gandhi 

envoy 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein and an envoy of for- 
mer Indian Prime Minister Ra- 
jiv Gandhi Saturday discussed 
foe Gulf crisis and efforts to 
arrive at a peaceful negotiated 
solution to the problem. 

Romesh Bhandari, head of 
foe foreign affairs department 
of G andhi ’s Congress (I) Par- 
ty, cold foe Jordan Times foe 
discussions “focused on foe 
Gulf crisis and foe latest de- 
velopments in the region." 

He declined to elaborate, 
saying “It is too early to make 
any definite comment.” But it 
is believed that foe mission of 
Bhandari, who has served as 
foe senior-most official in foe 
Indian Foreign Minstry in foe 
Gandhi government, is related 
to foe ongoing mission under- 
taken by former Nicaraguan 
President Daniel Ortega. 

The King’s meeting with the 
veteran Indian diplomat was 
attended by His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hasson and 
the King’s senior aides as well 
as foe Indian ambassador in 
Jordan, Gajendra Singh. 

Bhandari is heading for 
Ba ghdad for talks with Iraqi 
leaders, including President 
Saddam Hussein, as part of 
behind-the-scene Third World 
diplomacy in endeavours to 
avert a war in the region and 
seek a negotiated settlement to 
foe Gulf crisis. 

Analysts paint out that foe 
efforts have continued despite 
international scepticism over 
their chances of success in the 
face of tbe anti-Iraq coalition 
effectively controlled by tbe 
United States. Very little de- 
tail of tbe endeavours has been 
revealed so far. 

From foe very outset of foe 
crisis, triggered by the Iraqi 

invasion of Kuwait on Aug. 2, 
India has been advocating an 
Arab solution to foe problem. 
Leading Indian politicians and 

commentators argue that foe 
Third World, while remaining 

firm against foe acquisition of 
(Continued on page 4) 


Foreigners begin leaving Iraq; 
Bush says peace is not closer 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Fore- 
ign nationals began leaving Iraq 
I Saturday on chartered Iraqi Atr- 
; ways flights. Others formerly 
held at military targets began to 
pour into Baghdad. 

President Saddam Hussein said 
on Thursday that all foreigners 
should be released, and the Iraqi 
parliament approved the plan on 
Friday. However, it was not im- 
mediately clear how fast the de- 
partures could be arranged for all 
the foreigners. 

A group of 41 Japanese men 
whose release was approved prior 
to Thursday arrived in Amman 
Saturday aboard an Iraqi Airways 
jetliner. Iraqi authorities also 
j took 17 Americans to the airport 
in Baghdad for a flight to Jordan 
later Saturday chartered by for- 
mer U.S. Treasury Secretary 
John Connally. 

Nureddin Al Safi, the head of 
Iraqi Airways, said the airline 
was prepared to fly all foreigners 
out of Iraq within three days if 
j their travel documents are ready. 
He said no foreign carriers will be 
allowed to fly the foreigners out 
of Iraq. 

There was no immediate in- 
dication when other foreigners 
would be issued exit visas, com- 
pulsory under Iraqi law. Govern- 
ment officials said it might take 
several days to process their 
documents. 


Safi said American officials 
chartered one of the airline’s 
Boeing 707s to fly to Kuwait 
Sunday morning to pick up 
stranded Americans. He said, the 
United States also chartered a 
Boeing 747 to fly those Amer- 
icans and others in Baghdad to 
Frankfurt later Sunday. 

. He said the Italian government 
also had chartered a Boeing 707 
to fly about 50 Italians to Rome 
Sunday. The Foreign Ministry in 
Rome said there may be as many 
as 70 Italians on the flight sche- 
duled to leave Baghdad at 0900 
GMT. 

Safi said foe state airline would 
“serve as the exclusive carrier for 
guests departing foe country.” 

He said Baghdad was insisting 
on using Iraqi planes for the 
airlift to break an economic 
blockade imposed by the United 
Nations. 

“Iraqi Airways is prepared 
from this moment to transport all 
guests who are being released... 
to their native countries,” Safi 
said. 

“Only Iraqi airways will be 
used to carry them. We are not 
allowing foreign aircraft,” he 
said. 

He said Iraq's goal was “to 
break the air blockade imposed 
on Iraqi Airways.” 

The order to free foreigners 
improved the atmosphere for 


Gulf crisis talks Foreign Minister 
Tareq Aziz is due to hold with 
U.S. President George Bush in 
Washington next week. 

They will be followed by talks 
between Saddam and U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker in 
Baghdad before the deadline of 
Jan. 15 set by the U.N. for Iraq to 
quit Kuwait or face war. 

In a U.S. television interview. 
Aziz said he thought all the fore- 
igners — mostly Britons and 
Americans — would be out of 
Iraq by Christmas, 17 days away. 

“I think by Christmas every- 
body could leave,” be said. 

The state airline has prepared a 
fleet of aircraft, including Boeing 
747 Jumbo jets, to fly the fore- 
igners out, he said in a telephone 
interview. 

However, he said the airline 
might not be able to fly Britons 
directly to London because it is 
afraid British authorities might 
retaliate and seize the airliner. A 
British Airways Boeing 747 that 
landed in Kuwait before the Aug. 
2 invasion is still being held by 
Iraqi authorities. 

Safi said any British charter 
could, however, fly to another 
European point, probably Frank- 
furt or Paris. 

Meanwhile, Westerners held at 
potential military targets in Iraq 

(Continued on page 5) 


OPEC predicts $23-$27 oil price 


VIENNA (R) — Economists 
grappling with the implications 
of the Gulf crisis forecast ofl 


and S27 a barrel in 1991, Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Export- 
ing countries (OPEC) sources 


But officials say war would 

throw all predictions into dis- 
array. “There are very serious 
variables,” was one delegate’s 
understated comment on tbe 
latest forecast. 

OPEC ministers, sitting on a 
suspended price and produc- 
tion quota agree m ent, meet 
Tbesday knowing char until Che 
crisis ii resolved any policy 
changes, would be premature. 

Some are dearly uneasy that 
faffing demand «id high nfndni 

of refined products will 


and ou tp u t accord was sus- 
pended after Iraq’s Ang. 2 
invasion of Kuwait. 

The average price of the 
basket of crudes used to calcu- 
late the reference price was 
S27.2 in the first week of this 
month, the lowest since mid- 
August as hopes of peace in 
foe Gulf crisis soared with 
Iraq’s decision to free afi fore- 


But one OPEC secre taria t 
official cautioned: "Any poli- 
tical mwhap and the price 
could jump S5." 

The secretariat study, which 
was presented at this 


sion board meeting of OPEC 
experts, foresees OPEC’s 
share of world demand for 
crude oil running at 22.8 mil- 
lion barrels per day (bpd) next 


The new OPEC secretariat 

forecasts c ompare with a $21 


by OPEC last July. The price 


Production by the 13 mem- 
ber countries is reckoned to be 
running 
bpd. 


around 23 


Kuwaiti and Iraqi produc- 
tion is down by more than four 
milli on bpd because of foe 
U.N. trade embargo, but other 
producers, notably Saudi Ara- 
bia, Venezuela and tbe United 
Arab Emirates, have driven up 
their output to make up the 
loss. 

OPEC will have to act fast if 
Iraq and Kuwait resume ex- 
porting, and an emergency 
meeting to draft a new pact 
limitmg output is likely to be 
called once the dust settles in 
the Gulf. 

Tbe secretariat forecasts a 
2-2.1 mil H on bpd drop in de- 
mand for OPEC oil to 21.2 
mflfion bpd in the second quar- 
ter of 1991 as winter ends in 
the Northern Hemisphere, a 
fall about 5-600,000 bpd bigger 
than expected a month ago. 

The OPEC economists' 
forecast for first quarter de- 
mand is little changed from a 

■ 
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Resistance, Israelis 

clash in S. Lebanon 


RASHAYA. Lebanon (AP) — 
Israeli troops and allied militia- 
men fought a two-hour artillery 
battle Saturday with guerrillas 
inside Israel's self-proclaimed 
“security zone" in South Leba- 
non. security sources said. 

They said guerrillas fired four 
Karuysha rockets on a position 
manned by the Israeli- backed 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
militia at Zummaraya. three 
kilometres north of Hasbaya, at 1 
a.m. Saturday (2300 GMT Fri- 
day). 

The sources said no casualties 
were reported. 

Hasbaya. 18 kilometres south- 
west of Rashaya, is in the eastern 
sector of the "security zone,” 
which abuts the Bekaa Valley. 

Simultaneously, guerrillas shel- 
led a joint Israeli-SLA hilltop 
base at ‘Ain Qenya and the SLA 
headquarters in Zaghla, both 
near Zummaraya, with 60- mm 
mortar rounds, the sources 
added. 

“That touched off a two-hour 
artillery duel between the Israelis 
and the SLA on one side and 
resistance men on the other," 
said one source, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity. 

He said Israeli and SLA gun- 
ners responded with 15 5- mm 
howitzers on Mimas and ‘Ain 
Alai, near Hasbaya. and mopped 
Mimas Valley with heavy 


machine gun fire. 

Fateh-Uprising. a Syrian- 
backed breakaway Palestinian 
faction, claimed responsibility for 
the attack, saying they were car- 
ried out on the occasion of the 
thir d anniversary of the intifada. 

“Our guerrillas dashed with 
the Zionist forces and SLA mili- 
tiamen in Zummaraya, ‘Ain 
Qenya and Zaghla, inflicting 
many casualties among the 
enemy and their allies," said a 
Fateh-Uprising statement re- 
leased in Beirut. 

The SLA-run Voice of the 
South radio station, which admit- 
ted SLA position came under 
guerrilla fire, did not speak of any 
casualties among its militiamen or 
Israeli soldiers. 

The incident was the latest in 
an upsurge of violence in the 
“security zone” between Israeli 
troops and SLA militiamen on 
one band, and Lebanese and 
Palestinian guerrillas on the 
other. 

Five Israeli soldiers were killed 
and eight guerrillas were wound- 
ed in a dash last week. 

Israel carved out the “security 
zone” after it pulled out the bulk 
of its occupation army in the 
summer of 1985, ending a three- 
year invasion of the region. 

The zone serves as a buffer 
against cross-border guerrilla in- 
filtrations into northern Israel. 



Velayati back from Paris 
talks on financial dispute 


NICOSIA (R) — Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali AJcbar Velayati re- 
turned to Tehran Saturday after a 
three-day visit to France aimed at 
settling a financial dispute that 
had strained ties between the 
countries since 1979. 

Velayati told the Iranian news 
agency ERNA, received in Cyp- 
rus. that President Frandos Mit- 
terrand had assured him of 
France’s commitment to settling 
the dispute. He said his deputy 
Mahmoud Vaezi had remained in 
Paris to deal with the matter. 

The dispute concerns a one- 
biliion-dollar loan made to 
France by the Shah of Iran in 
1975. four years before he was 
deposed by the Islamic revolu- 
tion. 

France has paid back two- 
thirds of the loan, but Iran is 
demanding an additional SI bil- 
lion in accrued interest. 

France meanwhile is deman- 
ding compensation for French 
companies foroed out of Iran 
during the 1979 revolution. 

“Both our presidents have 
given good and clear instructions 
for us to sit down together and 
solve this financial problem... 
and we will leave Mr. Vaezi here 
to achieve a concrete conclu- 
sion,” Velayati told a news con- 


ference in Paris Friday. 

“It is not acceptable for either 
of us that this financial difficulty 
persists.” 

French Foreign Minister Ro- 
land Dumas said Velayati’s visit 
opened a new period in Franco- 
Ir anian relations. 

The two countries broke off 
diplomatic relations for a year 
between 1987 and 1988 over the 
alleged involvement of an Iranian 
embassy official in a series of 
bombings in France. 

“This visit marks the achieve- 
ment of the normalisation of rela- 
tions between our two coun- 
tries,” Dumas said. 

Velayati also had talks with 
Prime Minister Michel Rocard 
and Minister of Economy, Fi- 
nance and Budget Pierre Bere- 
govoy. 

Tehran Radio quoted Velayati 
as saying there had been recent 
breakthroughs in Franco- Iranian 
relations in the industrial, com- 
mercial, and political fields. 

“Both sides are striving to eli- 
minate all difficulties. Only finan- 
cial problems remain, and these 
have been under discussion for a 
few years now,” Velayati said, 
according to the radio which was 
monitored by the British Broad- 
casting Corporation. 


A Palestinian casualty is i gnored from Jcnndon'i Harem AJ Sharif complex after the OcL 8 
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Intifada enters fourth 



Afghan Mujahedeen reject 
President’s peace proposal 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM fR) 
— The Palestinian uprising 
against Israel’s occupation of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip enters 
a fourth year Sunday. 

At least 742 Palestinians have 
been killed by Israelis and a 
further 283 by fellow Arabs, most 
on suspicion of helping Israel. 
Fifty-five Jews have also died. 

Following are the main events 
of the Cast three years: 

— Dec. 9, 1987: Revolt erjpts 
over deaths of four Gaza resi- 
dents in collision that Palestinians 
blame on Israeli truck driver. 
Protests spread in ensuing days to 
the West Bank. 

— Jan. 19. 19S8: Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin insists 
Israel will crush revolt with 
“might, force and beatings.” 

— Feb. 25. 1988: Palestinians 
lynch resident of Kabatiya in the 
West Bank in first killing of a 
suspected collaborator with 
Israel. 

— April 6, 1988: Palestinians in 
Beita village of the West Bank 
attack Jewish settlers out on a 
walk; 15-year-old girl shot dead 
by Israeli guard, becoming first 
Israeli civilian casualty of the 
revolt. . 

— April 16. 1988: Palestinian 
guerrilla leader Khalil AI Wazir. 
known as Abu Jihad, assassinated 


at his home in Tunis by Israeli 
commandos. Israeli sources say. 
Israeli troops kill 18 Palestinians 
in demonstrations of the same 
day. 

— Jaly 31, 1988: Jordan 
announces disengagement from 
the West Bank to let the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
take full responsibility for the 
Palestinian people. 

— Oct. 30. I98S: Palestinians 
kill three Israelis in a firebomb 
attack on bus near Jericho in the 
West Bank. 

— Nov. 15. 1988: Palestine 
National Council declares an in- 
dependent state with Jerusalem 
as its capital. 

Dec. 14. 1988: President 
Ronald Reagan says United 
States ready to open dialogue 
with the PLO, ending a 13-year, 
boycott, after Chairman Yasser 
Arafat says he recognises Israel’s 
right to exist and renounces ter- 
rorism. 

— April 13. 1989: Israeli police 
kill five Palestinians in Nahalin 
village of the West Bank in one of 
the bloodiest clashes of the re- 
volt. _ - 

May 14. 1989: Israeli cabinet 
votes 20-6 to accept Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir's initiative 
calling for Palestinians to elect 


negotiators to discuss self-rule 
with Israel; only Washington. 
Israel's closest ally, endorses the 
plan. 

— May 22, 1989: Army 
announces arrest of 250 activists 
from the Islamic resistance move- 
ment (Hamas), including its lead- 
er Sheikh Ahmad Yassin; group 
is challenging the PLO for 
Palestinian support in the occu- 
pied territories. 

— July 6. 1989: Abdul Hadi 
Suleiman Ghneim. 25, of the 
Gaza Strip, seizes the wheel of 
Israeli bus travelling the Main Tel 
'Aviy-Jerusalem highway, sends 
vehicle plunging into a ravine; 16 
Jews die in the bloodiest attack 
for 11 years. 

— Aug. 27, 1989: Israel expels 
five more Palestinians from the. 
occupied territories, bringing to 
58 the number expelled since the 
start of the uprising. 

— Sepiember-October 2989: 
Israeli army confiscates $5 million 
in property from Beit Sabour, 
abesieged West Bank town, for 

non-payment of taxes. 

■ 

— March 13, 1990: Israel’s 
left-right unity government Tails 
over Shamir’s refusal to accept 
U.S. proposals for first-ever talks 
with Palestinians, Shamir fears it 


will bring Israel into contact with 
the PLO. 

— May 20, 1990: Israeli gun- 
man Ami Popper kills eight Arab 
job-seekers at a pickup point in 
Rishon Lezion near Tel Aviv. 

— May 30. 1990: Israel kills 
four Arabs and captures 12 is 
foiled sea attack that prompts the 
United States to sever PLO con- 
tacts on June 20 after 18 months. 

June 11, 1990:- Shamir wins 
parliamentary vote of confidence 
for most right-wing government 
in Israeli history. 

— Sept. 20, 1990: Palestinians 
stone and burn to death a soldier 
who blunders into Gaza's Bureij 
refugee camp in his car. Israel 
demolishes many shops and 
houses in the camp. 

— Oct. 8, 1990: Israeli police 
shoot dead at least 20 Arabs in 
Jerusalem, The Arab deaths are 
the most numerous in a singl e 
civil incident since Israel occu- 
pied Arab Jerusalem, the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip in the 1967 
war. 

■ 

— Oct. 21, 1990: Palestinian 
Omar Abu Sirhan, 19, stabs to 
death three Jews to avenge the 
Oct. 8 killings; Arabs kill a Jew 
•and wound several in similar re- 
prisals over six weeks. 
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Algerian fundamentalists 

demand Benjedid clarify poll date 


PESHAWAR, Pakistan (R) — 
An Afghan guerrilla leader Satur- 
day dismissed a flurry of diploma- 
tic activiry by President Najibnl- 
lah as an effort to divide the 
resistance to the Soviet-backed 
government in Kabul. 

Burhanuddin Rabbani told a 
news conference be and other 
Mujahedeen leaders rejected Na- 
jiballab's offer to hand over sub- 
stantial powers to a neutral com- 
mission as part of a political 
settlement of the 12-year-old war. 

“We reject this as we have 
previously rejected bis propos- 
als,'* Rabbani told reporters in 
Peshawar, the northern Pakistan 
aty that is the base for most of 
the guerrilla leaders. 

“The direct activities of Na- 


jibullah are his desperate efforts 
to create rifts and divisions and 
they will not produce any result." 

Najibullah this week expanded 
on an earlier offer to hand over 
control of the armed forces and 
Interior Ministry- to a neutral 
commission that would rule the 
country until elections. 

The United States and the 
Soviet Union, main backers of 
the two sides in the conflict, have 
agreed that Najibullah could re- 
tain some role daring a transition- 
al period but differences remain. 

The guerrilla groups publicly 
refuse to contemplate any role for 
the Afghan president, although 
diplomats iu Islamabad said at 
least one of them met Najibullah 
in Geneva Last month. 


I 


ALGIERS (R) — Algerian Mus- 
lim fundamentalist leader 
Abbasi Madam has demanded 
President Chadli Benjedid clarify 
remarks on the date of next year's 
first free general elections and 
warned of violence if they were 
postponed. 

Madani. president of the Isla- 
mic Salvation Front I FIS). told a 
news conference Friday sight 
Benjedid 's statement on Wednes- 
day that the poll would be held 
within six months cast doubt on 
the whole process of democratic 
reform in Algeria. 

Benjedid had earlier said the 
elections would take place during 
the first three mouths of 1991. 

“If the president does net keep 
his promise, bow can we not fear 
for the future of the nation? If the 
president has lost the trust of his 
people what is the justification 
for him remaining?.” Madani 
said. 

“If the elections can be post- 
poned, they can also be cancel- 


led." 

But Madani, whose party 
swept to victory in local polls last 
June, said it was not dear 
whether Beujedid meant six 
months from last Wednesday or 
from his decision last July to bold 
early elections. 

The National Assembly was 
elected for a five-year term in 
1987 from nominees selected by 
the National Liberation Front, 
which has run a one-party state 
since independence in 1962. 

Postponement of the poll could 
Lead the country into an “adven- 
ture." Madani said. “Not accept- 
ing the will of the people will 
inevitably push them to vio- 
lence.” he said. 

He rejected appeals by leaders 
of newly created rival fun- 
damentalist parties to join an 
electoral alliance. 

Sbeikb Mahfoud Nahnah, a 
moderate fundamentalist based 
in the central dry of Blida, 
announced last Thursday be was 


cr eatin g a Dew party called Move- 
ment for an Islamic Society. 

It would be allied with another 
new fundamentalist party, the 
Islamic Nahdha (Rermaissance) 
movement of Sheikh Abdullah 
Djaballah, based in the eastern 
city of Constantine. 

“We don’t want to be alone in 
the field. Parties are multiply ing , 
and the people will choose the 
one they want. Our faith in the 
people makes us not anxious,” 
Madani said. 

But be ruled out any alliance 
before the election. A coalition 
government of fundamentalist 
parties after the elections de- 
pended on the results, be added. 

Madani urged the National 
Assembly to withdraw its confi- 
dence from Prime Minister 
Mouloud Hamrouche. due to 
address parti ament Saturday, for 
a secret visit be made last May to 
France, the former colonial pow- 
er. 

An Algerian weekly recently 



published a transcript of Ham- 
rouche’s talks with French Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand and 
Prime Minister Michel Rocard 
and Madani said they revealed 
“the lang u age of a slave to his 


But unlike other opposition 
parties Madani said the FIS did 
not favour the idea of a tran- 
sitional government between now 
and the elections, already ruled 
out by Chadli. 

Madani also declined to bark 
oppoatioQ calls for early pres- 
idential elections, not now due 
until 1993. 
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New ‘homes’ for 

settlers mushroom 

. J . 

in occupied lands 


By Jack Redden 

Reuter 

OCCUPIED WEST BANK— 
New Jewish apartments are 
rising across the occupied ter- 
ritories to ensure Israel never 
leaves, as the Palestinian re- 
volt ends its third year. 

“We hope that shortly there 
will be full ann exation and the 

entire area will be ann exed to 
Israel/* said settler activist 
Yaakov Eshel. “Only five per 
cent of that land is enough to 
settle down another one mil- 
lion Jews.” 

Jewish settlers of the occu- 
pied West . Bank and Gaza 
Strip, maintain they have not 
only survived the Palestinian 
drive for independence, they 
have thrived. 

Figures from the Council of 
Jewish Communities in the. 
ares show their numbers have 
risen from 61,265 to 91,750 in 
die three years. And that does 
not count some 150,000 in 
Arab Jerusalem. 

Despite Israeli assurances to 
other countries that it is not 
directing Soviet immigrants to 
the occupied territories ex- 
isting Jewish settlers are confi- 
dent the flood of a million 
Soviet immigrants by 1993 will 
inundate their areas. . 

“When the housing dries up 
in the most populated and 
desirable parts of the coast- 
fine, you'll find people coming 
. out our way,” said Marc Zell 
from the settlement of Alon 
Shvut. 

Already the 160,000 im mig r- 
ants to arrive m 1990 have 
nearly exhausted vacant hous- 
ing. As rents have soared, 
poorer Israelis have been 
forced towards the state- 
subsidised living of the occu- 
pied territories. 

Settlers repeat government 
figures that fewer than one per 
cent of Soviet Jews have set- 
tled in the occupied territories. 
Ben Green berger, “deputy 
mayor” of Maaie Adumim, 
said he thought there were 
only a handful m his town of 
14,000 people. 

But official figures ignore 
Arab Jerusalem, which is cons- 
idered “part of Israel” and is 
taking about a tenth of the 
immigrants. They also record 
only who move to the occupied 
territories immediately, with- 
out any interval elsewhere. 

As Green berger escorted 
visitors around a hilltop town 
within sight of Jerusalem, a 
woman shouted at her dog in 
Russian. Beside their parked 
bus were two Russian- 
language posters for Kach, the 
extremist Anti- Arab group. 


Residents are attracted by a 
lifestyle they could ' never' 
afford in Jerusalem or. TeL 
Aviv, Greenberger.jaa 
American -born lawyj^ 
emphasised the indoor 
ming pool and fitness 1 
could be a bousing projot 
the southern U.S. sunl 

In the midst of a 
stone-faced apartments 

in bougainvillea 

around green lawns apparently 

immune . to a national waiter. 

shortage- 

“It’s like living in Eilat bat 
there's no ocean.” said Flora 
Zaken, comparing it to Israel’s 
Red Sea resort. The 34-year- 
old secretary has lived with her 
husband and two daughters in. 
Maaie Adumim for six years. 

Contact with their Arab 
neighbours is minimal. Two 
Palestinians carted garbage 
through the streets and i 
gardener was praying amidst 
some shrubbery. 

Visits to the nearby Arab 
village are a thing of the past. 

The guns carried by settlers 
and their readiness to use theta 
have intimidated Palestinians; 

“Whether or not we tike it, 
it certainly is helpful,” Yisrad 
Medad of Shiloh told a news 
conference called to counter 
Palestinian publicity about the 
anniversary of the uprising. 

Settlers say they want, a 
change, although they make 
few proposals beyond see king 
to end Palestinian stoning pf 
their cars as they commute to 
work in nearby Israeli cities. 

Many Israelis, although not 
the current government, 
oppose Jewish settlement in 
the occupied territories, fear- 
ing it will make a peace settle- 
ment impossible. 

But ou that subject the set- 
tlers are clear — they intend to 
stay and the 1.75 million 
Palestinians under Israeli 
occupation must , never gain 
independence. 

Dzna Shalit of Ariel said the 
high standard of living enjoyed 
by settlers was not a political .. 
basts for keeping the land — 
“although I think that is hot a., 
bad reason at all.” 

Instead, 1 they talk about the 
“strategic importance” of the 
Palestinian lands for “protect- 
ing^ Israel. Or they simply 
believe God gave it to them. 

“We hope and pray that we 
can live at peace with our 
neighbours and to share the 
land,” said Bobby Brown of 
Tekoa, a Jewish settlement on 
shooting-terms with a neigh- 
bouring Arab village. 

“But if not, realise one thing 
— we didn’t come here to 
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Libya says its PoWs 
in Chad being killed 

NICOSIA (R) — Libya said 
Saturday 17 of its prisoners of war 
in Chad had been executed for 
disobeying a U.S. order to leave 
the country. 

“Captives who refuse to obey 
the orders of America are being 
killed daily at the rate of three 
eveiy hour under the sight and 
hearing of French troops and 
American military (pe r so n nel) in 
Chad,” the official Libyan news 
agency JANA said. 

It did not say who was carrying 
out the anH there was 

no independent co n fir mati on of go back to Libya, 
its report. U.S.ofEcials declined to com* 

“The number of those killed ment on reports 200 PoWs 
has so fin- reached 17,” said the opposed to Libyan leader Muam- 
report from the Chadian capital mar Qadhafi were ffown to Niger- 
N'djaxneaa. ia on Friday on a U.S. air fore* 

C-141 transport plane. 


Deby, who has dose ties to 
Libya, seized power in Chad Sun- 
day. 

Earlier on Saturday Libya ac- 
cused the U.S. of flying hundreds 
of Libyan PoWs out of Chad 
against their win and called for a 
U.N. Security Council debate of 
the American “piracy.” 

A Foreign Ministry statement 
carried by JANA, which is re- 
ceived in Cyprus, said an airfifi 
Friday was an act of ag g re ssi on by 
Washington, which says it is eva- 
cuating PoWs at their own re- 
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l7s4S Paris. Rome (RJ) 

17:45 Madrid (RJ) 

IfcM .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 
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18:45 Brussels. Geneva (RJ) 

- Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

London (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 
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,3J# Cairo (MS) 

Tripoli (LN) 

Beirut (ME) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
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London (RJ) 

Istanbul (RJ) 

17:15 Aqaba (RJ) 
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Damascus (RJ) 

IJjntaca(RJ) 
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Lumpur. Singapore (RJ) 
■kddah, Sanaa (RJ) 






i Other Rights (Terminal (2) 
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Cairo (MS) 

Tripoli (LN) 
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If*® Doha. Muscat (GF) 

Sanaa (LH) 

MARKET prices 

% 

Uppet/ktwcr price in (Us per kg. 

Apple 530 1 430 

®* nsu » 500/45) 

Banana (Mnlcammar) 450 / 400 

- 270 / 200 

CMntgfi HO / » 

S"™;- - 200/ WO 

Cauliflower 130/90 

Com J"" jgQfffO 

Qieumbcrs (large) lfiO/lW 

Cucumbers (small) 340/260 

Oam — 500/400 

Eggplant 200/1® 

FjF 500/300 

Garik 1400 / 10W 

Grapes < 550/4® 

Lemon 200/ 1® 

Mallow 180/120 

Marrow pargel 120/ 80 

Marrow (small) 220/1® 

Onion (dry) 240/180 

Onion (green) 240/1® 

Okra fiOO/SOO. 

Onagc--- - 330 /200 

Pepper (hot) 200/1® 

Pepper (swcci) 120/80 

Potato 320 / 2® 

Radish 160/C® 

S** 6 4BB/**' 

S®** --1 ®/.i® 

Tomatoes 180/140 
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Brotherhood to give final 
answer on Joining Cabinet 


QASEM, MALIAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
HOLD TALKS: — Mali's Foreign Minister 

paid a brief rMt to 


learfag that Ms talks with Qasea had c owered 
fas the region and ex pr esse d hope that 


solved wttfcia the 


of cooperation 


A1 

defdop a ae n ts in the Middle East and efforts to 


■fan d hnme d b fls ten J cooperation sad 
common in t erest ,. Tranri told re p o r ters 


ns “rnedh, 

r eadine afo ' 

““^Chamber of Co 

! sasi 

e called to ; 

By Ziyad A1 ShtlVh 
Special to the Jordan Times 


amerce board 
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J though tj^, AMMAN — The newly ejected 
>sals beyijinisj Board of Directors of the Am- 
desunian ^ man Chamber of Commerce held 
35 they omit its first meeting in Amman Satnr- 
learby [snd . day and elected Mohammad 
ST^e i is. ahbotc A^ our as board chairman for a 
ent govern second term. 

:vish serdeta- Th® board also elected Haidar 
ied lenriicro. Murad as deputy president, 
make a peat,, Mohammad A1 Muhtasseb as 
ossibie 'secretary general and Ismail 
that subject t Taraireh as treasurer, 
oar — thevus Following his election, Asfour 
the ].7S t expressed hope that the board 
ins under i m emben would shoulder their full 
■j musl nOQ responsibility to serve file nation- 
nce al economy .“The board’s elec- 

alit i \nelu don comes 81 a crucial moment 

ard olhinia fxxm cach 

vl-'-k ->r.i r~ members to double efforts and 

seepin 2 L^-^ trib j Ite toward ? 1 ^^v 
I thini^K nat,onaJ econo ^y *y n o eas m g 
n trade activities with other comp 

tries,” Asfour sauLin~lris state- 
tnev tiisar . 

__ menu 

1 1 ■ “The present economic crisis in 

iland>irp Jo|da|| aggravated largely 

:1 . Or ids c jjgca^sc 0 f the consequences of 
xi gate toe ^ Gulf crisis and its impact on 
pe and pnjE Jordan, which impeded the King- 
at peac; «■ <£^*5 implementation of the 

i 271 tj 10 ® a 

d Bobb* 

■ 

ewish iciilcE 
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adjust the balance of payments 
without increasing the volume of 
exports and without opening new 
markets to compensate for the 
loss of the country's traditional 
markets in the Gulf countries,” 
Asfour said. 

The Chamber of Commerce, 
he stressed, believes that people 
should be encouraged to reduce 
spending, a step that is befog 
taken by the government, and 
that the government should allow 
the importation of various com- 
modities and food supplies 
through the private sector so as to 
lessen the financial burden shoul- 
dered now by the Ministry of 
Supply. 


nomic 


n 


restructuring progr&m- 

ii?*« ■ r* 


V- “The present 

make it 


on Jordan to 
fo .the 


n -• 


me so that the country 
achieve the best results ar^ over- 
gome the economic hardships,” 
added. 


“Jordan can by do means res- 
tore its economic stability and 


to the question of 
ppemplpytuent, Asfour. said that 
a solution for this problem should 
involve the cooperation of va- 
rious economic sectors, including 
"the inrimfcss 1 sector. 

Asfour received 1,743 votes in 
last Monday’s election for the 
12-member board of directors. A 
total of 28 candidates ran for the 
12-seat board. TTiey were 
grouped into three different blocs 
and five independent candidates. 


By 

Jordan 


AMMAN — After almost 
three weeks cf tow-key nego- 
tiations, the government ex- 
pects the leadership of the 
Muslim Brotherhood to give, 
by Tuesday, its final answer on 
the movement's participation 
in the Cabinet, the leader of 
the Brotherhood said Satur- 
day. 

m 

Mohammad Abdul Rahman 
Khalifeh, the spiri t ua l leader 
of the group, said be had plan- 
ned to meet with Prime Minis- 
ter Mudar Badran by Tuesday 
to announce the Islamic move- 
ment's final decision on taking 
portfolios in a possible Cabinet 
reshuffle. 

Parliamentary sources said 
tbe Brotherhood bad presented 
a list erf 12 demands to the 
government as a precondition 
for joining die Cabinet, includ- 
ing the application of Islamic 
Sharia and specific ministerial 
positions. 

Khalifeh said tbe Brother- 
hood had no conditions “ex- 
cept that we want to find 
ourselves in a position that 
would enable us to 
form In the 

He confirmed that there 
“are some differences over 
portfolios,” but refused to dis- 
close what posts the Brother- 
hood was seeking. 

Prime Minister Mudar Bad- 
ran refused to comment on the 
ongoing negotiations but par- 
liamentary sources confirmed 
that Khalifeh as well as other 
Brotherhood members were 
bolding talks with tbe premier. 

“We are not interested in 
power for power’s sake,” Kha- 
lifeh told the Jordan Times. 
“We want to achieve r efo r m 
which requires specific condi- 
tions that would have to be 
met." 

Independent deputies said 
Badran wanted to give tbe 
movement four “functional” 
portfolios such as tbe minis- 
tries of labour and housing and 
public works rather than 
policy-making posts including 
the ministries of information 
and education. 

Khalifeh refused to say what 
answer the leadership would 
give to the government, but 
indicated that there was 
_ opposition within - the 
meat to joining the 
meni at this time. 

He said, however, that if the 
Brotherhood joined the gov- 
ernment, deputies who are 
allied with the movement 
would also be given ministerial 


Khahfcta said that he 
had asked for a post for Christ- 
ian Deputy Fawzi Tuaimeh, 
who is a member of the Par- 
liamentary Unity Coalition 
which propelled Brotherhood 
candidate Abdul Latif Ara- 
biyat into tbe House speak- 
ership post. 

In an interview published 
tins week, Axabiyat co nfirmed 
that tbe Broth e rhood “will join 
a new government as long as 
there was agreement on the 
principles of action.” 

“I think, in principle, there 
win be participation as long as 
there is an agre e ment on re- 
form and our participation will 
be fOT tbe sake of reform and 
nothing else,” Axabiyat told Al 
Dustour Arabic daily. 

National Bloc deputies said 
a Brotherhood delegation vi- 
sited Cairo last week for “con- 
sultations” with the leadership 
of Muslim Brotherhood in 
Egypt. One deputy expressed 
dismay over what be described 
as “lack of independence of 
the movement,” hinting that 
tbe Brotherhood in Jordan was 
consulting its Egyptian cotm- 
over joining the gov- 



Hcr Majesty Queen Noor lays the foundation stone Cor the second phase of construction at Al Mashara' 
Yoeth Chib (above). Below, Queen Noor I nspects one of 
Vaflcy region (Petra photos) 
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Khalifeh confirmed that a 
delegation had visited Cairo, 
but denied that the group was 
consulting on government 


“They (tbe delegation) were 
there to diemw social and 
health matters, including the 
election of Deputy Ali 
Hawamdeh as secretary- 
general of the (Islamic) medic- 
al association,” Khalifeh said. 
“There are no contacts con- 
cerning matters of govern- 


■ 

■I 
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move- 


independent and leftist de- 
say that the Brother- 
hood put “tough conditions” 
for their participation, reflect- 
ing divisions within the move- 
ment over participation in 
Badran's government. 

They said that while factions 
in the movement were in 
favour of participation, others 
preferred to remain outside so 
as “not to be contained” by tbe 
government. 

When Badran first formed 
his government he tried to 
include members of the 
Brotherhood, the largest sin gle 
bloc in Parliament, but nego- 
tiations had failed. Momentum 
to include members of the 
movement in the Cabinet in- 
creased when Muslim Brother- 
hood Deputy Arabiyat won the 
race for speakership of the 
House. 


Queen Noor visits 
northern Jordan Valley 


By a Jordan 
Staff Reporter 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Member of the U.S. House of Representa- 
tives Wayne Owens of Salt Lake City is due in Amman Sunday on 
a two-day visit to Jordan. Owens is to assess regional problems in 
light of the Gulf crisis. 
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kind Ministry to give saplings free of charge 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Agriculture Minister Suleiman Arabiyat 
announced Saturday that forest tree sapb'ngs produced by 
ministry nurseries would be distributed free of charge to 
individuals and institutions to be planted during the present rainy 
season. Millions of saplings produced by the nurseries will be 
distributed through the ministry's various departments around the 
Kingdom. 

Coupon holders urged to use them 
before Dec. 22 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry of Supply Saturday urged 
members of the public who hold coupons for milk, rice and sugar 
to buy their, needs of these commodities before Dec. 22. It said 
that beyond that date the coupons would become worthless and 
the beneficiaries, would have to wait for new types of coupons to 
be issued early next year. 

Marriott opens office at QAIA 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Amman Marriott Hotel has opened an office 
at the Queen Alia International Airport (QAIA) to provide 
’ assremT iC ff to hotel guests. Two of the hotel’s staff members have 
been assigned to the job. 


Water, land and road top House agenda today 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower 
House of Parliament is due to 
hold a session Sunday under the 
chairmanship of its Speaker 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat and in tbe 
presence of Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran and Cabinet mem- 
bers to discuss a range of ques- 
tions and replies by ministers to 

by House mem- 


A statement here Saturday said 
that tbe agenda included a reply 
by Minister of Public Works and 
Housing Abdul Raouf Al Rawab- 
deh to a question about tbe con- 
struction of a highway between 
Jewideh and Yadoudch south of 
.AmniBQt 

House will discuss the 


question of water in Jordan and a 
draft law on state-owned land in 
response to queries by 10 de- 
puties. 

The items on the agenda in- 
clude the orphan fund draft law 
and the Aimed Forces martyrs 
fund. 

Several deputies who had re- 
quested to take the floor in last 
week’s session will be allowed to 
address the session, the state m ent 
said. These include Husm Shiyat, 
Mohammad D ardour, Faouzi 
Tuweimeh, Ahmad Innab, 
Ahmad Kafawin, Daood Kojak, 
Kamel Omari and Hisham Al 
Sharari. 

Meanwhile the House’s Finan- 
cial Committee Saturday held a 


session during which 
centred on the 1991 fiscal budget 
which was presented to die 
House by Finance Minister Basel 
Jaidaneh. 

Following tbe meeting, tbe 
*s Chairman Abdullah 


spending in a number of areas, 
and noted that co mmitt e e mem- 
bers would bold a session Sunday 
to dwiKg tbe health situation in 
the Kingdom in the pres e nce of 
Health Minister Mohammad 
Addoub Al Zaben. 


kindergarten as well as other 
items requested by the society, 
and the minister of social de- 
velopment promptly included the 
AMMAN — Her Majesty Queen society's financial needs in his 
Noor Saturday made an inspec- ministry's budget for the year 
tion tour of the northern part of 1991. 

the Jordan Valley. At the Zmaliyeh Park, which is 

With a population of around a project of the Ministry of 
50,000 people, the majority of Education and a winner of the 
whom are fanners, the region is ministry's contest for model 
well known for its arable land. It parks. Queen Noor officially 
provides the Kingdom with most opened the park, toured its fadli- 
of its needs for agricultural pro- ties and distributed awards to the 
ducts and is also the main source winner schools, 
for production of fruits and veget- Later, at AJ Mashara' Youth 
abies for export, which enhances Club the Queen laid the founda- 
the national income. tion stone for the second phasetof 

Like other areas in the King- its construction, which, according 
dom, the region is in need of a to its director, was temporarily 
number of services and facilities, halted for lack of finanrial sup- 
That is why the area was included port until it was promised to be 
in the Queen's programme of secured upon the Queen's direc- 
inspection visits which aim at tives by the Ministry of Youth, 
prodding the inhabitants with the The Jordanian Cement Industry 
help and assistance needed to Company and the Ceramic Indus- 
overcome their economic difficul- tries Company followed suit, and 
ties aud improve their living stan- donated 10 tonnes of cement and 
dards. ceramic tiles as well as sanitary 

Queen Noor visited the region, equipment, respectively, 
inspected the services available In Wadi Al-Yabes. five 
and was briefed on the needs of kilometres south of Al- Mashara,' 
its people. She was accompanied Queen Noor visited the Wadi 
on the visit by the ministers of Al-Yabes Charitable Ladies Soci- 
sodaJ development, health and ety and the Cooperative Produc- 
education. rive Women's Sotietv, where she 

The Queen first visited the was briefed by their presidents on 

activities and re- 


Ensour said *har the a w mi nw 
had recommended reducing | Mu’ath Bin Jabal Hospital, which the societies' 


was attended by Jaidaneh and the 
director of the 
mem. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly hoBeiixts and 
da3 y Arabic press. Readers are ad 'vised to verify tbe listed 
PK time and place with the concerned institutions. 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) has recent- 
ly received a grant of $120 million 
from tbe German government 
and nearly S55 million from tbe 
Japanese go ver nm ent as a long- 
term soft loan in implementation 
of agreements signed here in the 
past month, CBJ Governor 
Mohammad Saeed Nabulsi 
announced Saturday. 

He said that die funds would be 
used to support the 1991 fiscal 
budget and to oover the purchase 
of specified commodities for tbe 
country. 

The 1991 fiscal budget has a 
deficit of JD 216.7 million and tbe 
government hopes that aid from 
friendly nations will help oover 
this amount, said Nabulsi. 

The government also presented 
to the Parliament a JD 120 mil- 
fion eme rg e ncy budget which, it 
said, would be needed to cover 
the cost of caring for expa t ria tes 
returning from tile Gulf and other 
urgent matters. 

In his announcement Nabulsi 
said that the funds received by 
the CBJ were part of financial aid 
promised to Jordan which carried 
most of tbe brant as a result of- 
the Gulf crisis. 

Italy fa giving $265 minion^ 
Cwiada has allocated $22.8 mil- 
lion, France has granted $20 m3- 
bon, die Netherlands is offering 


$18 million and Taiwan $20 mil- 
lion. 

Speaking in a television inter- 
view earlier this week, Nabulsi 
said that Jordan was in a very 
comfortable situation as far as its 
foreign cur r en cy reserves were 
concerned and there was no re- 
tention to devalue tbe dinar. 

Since the outbreak of the Gulf 
crisis in August, tbe Kingdom's 
foreign exchange reserves have 
only decreased by $150 million 
and now they stand at $560 mil- 
tion, Nabulsi told Jordan Televi- 
sion. 

“There are different means of 
computing tbe foreign currency 
reserves, and if we indude tbe 
amounts of foreign currency 
available for tbe CBJ plus the 
gold reserves and Jordan’s loans 
to other countries, the total re- 
serves can come up to around 
$1,000 million in addition to a simi- 
lar sum owned by Jordanian com- 
mercial banks,” Nabulsi said. 

Nabulsi attributed the pres s ure 
on deposits in Jordanian dinars 
and in other foreign currency at 
the start of the Gulf crisis to 
withdrawals by depositors who 
had the desire to keep their 
money in cash as a precuationaxy 
measure for emergencies. 

' Nabulsi said that CBJ had 
opened tin door for all dozens to 
unlimited, unrestricted withdraw- 


als from their accounts and this 
policy helped reduce the desire 
for withdrawals. 

“Soou after the outbr e ak of the 
crisis citizens withdrew about JD 
120 million and $160 million from 
Jordanian banks, but all these 
deposits bad been returned since 
then,” be said. 

The CBJ plans to issue two 
types of treasury bonds in U.S. 
dollars with interest rates equiva- 
lent to the London interbank 
offered rates (Libor), which is 
normal bank interest rates plus 
one eighth per cent extra on one 
type and one quarter per cent 
on tbe other. 


Tbe bonds will have a maturity 
period of five yean, bm the first 
type could be redeemed at the 
CBJ two years after being issued 
while the other type can only be 
redeemed after five years. 

Nabulsi said that Israel had 
several times tried to throw the 
Jordanian money market: into 
chaos by circulating counterfeit 
money, but the CBJ. in coopera- 
tion with the concerned author- 
ities, had taken proper measures 
to foil such attempts. 

A new draft law on money 
changers has been referred to the 
Council of Minis ters and Parlia- 
ment which have the right to 
introduce die necessary amend- 
Nabulsi 


has a capacity of 30 beds, but, quirements. Here the Queen also 
according to its director, is in donated furniture and education- 
need of specialists in dermatology al toys for the kindergarten. She 
and ophthalmology, qualified instructed the Noor Al-Hcssein 
pediatric nurses, incubators, Foundation to conduct a survey 
ultrasound machine, upgrading of what it can offer to the charit- 
rhe equipment of one of the three able societies in North Shuneh to 
ambulances, a dialysis machine as help introduce productive skills 
well as maintenance by the Jor- that increase the family's income, 
dan Valley Authority (JVA) of During the inspection tour, 
the doctors* dormitory. Queen Noor also visited the Wa- 

Upon the Queen's directives, qqas Center for the Handicapped 
the Ministry of Health promised as well as a number of agriculni- 
to meet most of the hospital's ral units where the secretary 
needs and requests. The hospit- general of the Jordan Valley Alt- 
ai's director thanked the Queen thority briefed her on agriculture 
for her visit and her efforts to in the region and the difficulties 
upgrade the region's infrastruc- this vital sector is facing, 
ture services, especially in the JVA already began undertak- 
health sector. ing a series of measures to deal 


The Queen and the accom- 
panying party then proceeded to 
the North Shuneh Charitable 


with tbe irrigation problem; the 
measures include the construc- 
tion of large dams (three have 


Society where they were received already been completed), and the 
by its president who pointed out construction of smaller dams on 
the needs of his establishment, the channels that drain in the 
which include financial support as Jordan Valley as well as the 
well as items such as furniture for drilling of ground water in side 
its kindergarten, children's books valleys, for supporting water re- 
and indoor and outdoor equip- sources to the King Abdullah 
mem for games. Canal. 

The Queen donated education- The authority is also currently 
al toys, tables and chairs for the executing a new irrigation system 

Road to be closed for construction works 


with pressurised pipes to increase 
the efficiency of irrigation by 30 
per cent over the old system using 
canals. In addition, JVA will 
work on maintaining the King 
Abdullah Canal to increase its 
efficiency, and will give priority 
of water irrigation to lands culti- 
vated with grains, considering the 
importance of this commodity , 
and since it does not require as 
much water as other crops. 

The Ministry of Agriculture 
promised to try to help tbe far- 
mers to acquire agricultural pro- 
ducts such as seeds and pesticides 
al more affordable prices. The 
minister-said that be would try to 
intervene to control tbe prices 
and would encourage farm ers' 
unions to import these products 
and sell them to farmers al more 
reasonable prices. However, be 
maintained that prices of such 
commodities were high due to tbe 
devaluation of the dinar in rela- 
tion to other currencies, and due 
to their high prices in the coun- 
tries of origin. The difficulty of 
ships to enter Aqaba Port also 
affected the prices of goods. 

The repercussions of the Gulf 
crisis severely affected the agri- 
cultural sector in Jordan where 
the farmers lost a major market 
for their exports in the Gulf 
countries. The ministry is to coor- 
dinate with the Jordanian Com- 
pany for Marketing and Manufac- 
turing Agricultural Products, to 
try to absorb tbe surplus of toma- 
toes and use it for manufacturing 
purposes (the surplus quantity 
reached 70,000 tonnes this year 
only). The private sector is aka 
requested to find new alternative 
markets, especially in Europe. 

Regarding the citizens' re- 
quests that the villages of Sukh- 
na, Kamidiyafa, ami Northern 
Krennah Housing be provided 
with electricity, the Jordan Elec- 
tricity Authority said it was await- 
ing the government's instructions 
on assigning priority for financing 
the installation of electricity in 
the villages, considering the great 
amounts of money involved. 

As a welcome gesture, the Civil 
Consumer’s Corporation don- 
ated 50 boxes of various com- 
modities to the villages in the 
region. 

Queen Noor was received in 
North Shuneh by the Irbid gov-, 
ernor, the district's representative 
in Parliament, the district officer 
of North Shuneh, its mayor and 
chief of police as well as other 
government officials. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
-of Public Works and Housing has 
dedded to dose the present road 
which Hnlc< Amman with Irbid in 
the north for eighteen months 
because it said that the road has 
become unsafe to travel on due to 
intensive traffic, and lade of side 
roads that would divert the traffic 
from areas under construction. 

"The ministry’s teams and con- 
tractors have been carrying out 
construction work on a new road 
from Amman to Irbid through 
Jetash for some time, and the 
first phase of the project has just 
been completed, but work is still 
coatimring on the second phase of 
the road, making travel hazar- 
dous,” the ministry explained in a 
statement carried by tbe Jordan 


News Agency, Petra. 

The statement, issued by Rash- 
dan Al Rashdan, the ministry’s 
secretary general, said that the 
first phase of the three-stage 
project, a 24-kilometre stretch, 
was completed 500 days behind 
schedule due to financial and 
administrative problems encoun- 
tered by the contractors. 

"The delay in work on the first 
phase prompted the ministry to 
set op a committee, representing 
foe bank which is financing tbe 

project, the contractors and the 
ministry, to take direct supervi- 
sion of the project,” tbe state- 
ment said. 

It said that a diversion road was 
to be used by traffic between 

Amman and Irbid until the whole 


project has been completed, 
probably in the second half of 
1992- 

Tbe diversion road links Irbid 
with Rahab, Balama, Al Hashe- 
mieh, Zarqa and Amman, the 
statement said. 

According to Rashdan, the di- 
version road is 104 kilometres 
long, exceeding by 15 kilometres 
the present Amman-Irbid road. 
He said that road signs to direct 
traffic and facilitate travel had 
been installed along tbe whole 
diversion road. 

When completed, Rashdan 
said, tbe new Amnm-Irbid road 
will be only 57.5 kilometres long. 

The total cost of construction is 

estimated at JD 28-5 million. 
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Dictates of history 


ON THE eve of the third anniversary of the Palestinian 
intifada, the U.S. and Israel joined hands for the umpteenth 
time to cast a negative vote against the five resolutions on the 
Pales tinian question adopted Friday by the General Assem- 
bly of the United Nations. Washington and Tel Aviv were 
once again voting agains t U.N. resolutions that purport to 
convene an international conference on the Middle East, the 
implementation of U.N. Security Council resolutions 242 
and 338 and the resolution of the Palestinian refugee 
problem in accordance with previous resolutions. But that is 
not all. For the past few weeks Washington has been 
filibustering in the Security Council with a view to delaying 
the adoption of a resolution that aims to hold an internation- 
al peace conference on the Pales tinian issue as well as 
extending some international protection to the Palestinian 
people under occupation. Meanwhile the Palestinian peo- 
ple's steadfastness against Israeli occupation remains firm. 
As the Palestinian intifada today enters its fourth year with 
renewed vigour and determination irrespective of its toll. If 
there is a message in the intifada against Israeli occupation 
and oppression it is the Palestinians 1 determination to 
persevere till they gain their freedom and independence. 
The international community has already extended recogni- 
tion of and support for the Palestinian people by adopting a 
series of resolutions on the issue. What is preventing these 
resolutions from being implemented is dearly the position of 
Washington and Tel Aviv. The U.S. was, and remains to be, 
the missing link La what is otherwise unanimous world 
support for the yearnings and aspirations of the Palestinian 
people. At a time when the White House religiously insists 
on the implementation of the twelve resolutions on Iraq 
adopted by the Security Council in the course of the last few 
months, Washington maintains its dear double standards 
when it comes to the Middle East conflicts by blocking the 
implementation of the resolutions adopted equally by the 
Security Council and the General Assembly in the last five 
decades. No wonder the White House does not accept any 
linkag e between the Gulf crisis and the Middle East 
conflicts. Washington wants and seeks different standards 
and principles to apply on the Arab- Israeli conflicts from 
those that it orchestrated for the Kuwaiti situation. 

But the people of Palestine and all honourable Arabs 
e v e ry where will never accept this hypocrisy and duplicity. 
This Sunday the intifada celebrates and commemorates its 
third anniversary as a dear signal to Washington and Tel 
Aviv in particular that the torth of freedom in the occupied 
Palestinian lands will never be extinguished. If anything, the 
intifada may escalate, and It will never recede in stamina 
and determination. The Palestinian people have already 
declared that they have vouched and taken a solemn oath 
never to surrender or submit to oppression and occupation 
even if it takes scores of years of struggle. Td Aviv and 
W'ashington would save themselves and the world much 
agony and suffering if they would only heed the dirtai** of 
history. 


ARABIC 


AL RA’I daily said Saturday the United Nations General 
Assembly has issued five resolutions gaHwig for the convening of 
an international Middle E“*st peace c onf erence and the imple- 
mentation of Security Coona* lotions 242 and 338 as well as 
the solution of the refugee problem in implementation of the 
assembly’s resolution of 1948. In all these resolutions only Israel 
and the United States cast the negative vote among the United 
Nations members, said the paper. This American- Israeli strategy 
which has characterised Washington’s policies in the past still 
persists; and America’s enmity towards the Arab nation in 
genera] and the Palestinians in particular remains unchanged, the 
paper pointed out. Furthermore, the United States has just 
repeated that h wiD not make a linkage between the Middle East 
problem and the Gulf crisis in a bid to do service to Israel by 
keeping the Palestine problem outstanding and untouched, so 
that no international press ur e can be imposed on the Jewish state 
to end its occupation of Arab lands, the paper pointed out. By 
continuing to protect and support Israel’s aggression on the 
Arabs, said the paper, the United States is trying to humiliate the 
Arab nation; and by ignoring the Palestinian people, Washington 
is disregarding their legitimate rights, the paper added. It said that 
the United States should realise that Iraq's Aug. 2 take over of 
Kuwait was the beginning of the change of the whole situation is 
the Middle East area. 

A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily calls on the concerned water 
authorities to adopt two strategies: one to be applied in the case of 
heavy rainfall this season, and the other to be implemented if very 
tittle rain fell in the coming three months. Satefa Abdul Sacred 
says when presented to the public, these two strategics are most 
likely to be supported b ec a u se it would make people realise the 
seriousness of the situation. There is need for the water 
authorities to embark on candid policies and to start a nation-wide 
campaign to spread awareness concerning the need to economise 
in the use of water, the writer says. He reminds his readers of the 
prime minister’s statement at the last parliament session when he 
said that he was sounding the alarm about the water situation. 
The water authorities and the members of the public win not only 
be heeding Badran’s warning and complying to g overnment 
orders, the writer pointed out, but they will rather be adjusting to 
the r e qu ir em ents of the present and future water situations and 
taking proper steps to deal with any eventuality. Citizens should 
not despair or panic since Almighty God will always bless them 
with His mercy, but he says, at the same time Jordanians must 
undertake proper measures in the face of any situation. 




When expatriates return home 


THE movement of Arab labourers within the Arab World is 
almost tibe only economic in tegra ti o n factor in operation. Inter- 
Arab trade has constituted no more than six per cent of the total 
Arab trade while 94 per cent of Arab imports and exports came 
from or went to the outside world. The movement of Arab capital 
and investments in other Arab countries has been extremely 
hunted and almost confined to Arab developement funds which 
extended loans, and scarcely made direct investments. Labour 
was and grill is the only productive commodity to cross over 
borders within the Arab World. 

In general, one can recognise two groups of Arab countries. 
The first group includes the oil rich countries, such as Iraq, Libya, 
and ail Arab Gulf states. They im port labour. The second group 
includes other, more populated and less wealthy countries, such 
as Egypt, Yemen, Jordan. Sudan, Tunis and to a certain extent 
Syria and Lebanon. These export labour. 

Jordan is unique in that it is the only country that imp orts and 
exports labour at the same time and at a very large scale relative 
to the size of its manpower resources and labour market. Over 
two-fifths of the Jordanian labour force is working abroad, while 
at least one quarter of those working in Jordan are non- 


Jordanians, mainly Egyptian and Asian labourers. 

Extensive expatriation has far-reaching and social consequ- 
ences. But the most salient effects are felt in the labour marker 
and the balance of payments, when remittances contribute to 
foreign c ur rency reserves. 

In Jordan's case, one can imagine what kind of an unempkTy- 
ment level we would have if it were not for the 330,000 Jordanians 
working abroad, including 280,000 in Arab Gulf states. Of the 
latter figure over 80,000 had until recently been working in 
Kuwait. 

The remittances from the expatriates at one time were more 
important than exports in terms of proceeds is foreign exchange. 
But not so in recent years, because exports expanded quickly 
while remittances stagnated or declined as a result of the 
economic recession in the economies of the Gulf states following 
the drop is oil prices in 1982 and in the ensuing years. 

The building up of a well-educated and trained labour force to 
be dispatched for working abroad is a very costly operation. The 
Gulf states used to recruit the best of Jordan’s qualified staff and 
skilled labour with extensive experience. This contributed to a 
shortage in trained manpower in Jordan leading our develo pmen t 
efforts to suffer during the latter years of the seventies and earlier 


Germany is united now but the 
challenge lies in making it work 


By Mark Fritz 

The Associated Press 

BERLIN — Two governments 
made German unity possible this 
year, but the United Nation's 
newly elected leadership faces 
perhaps an even more daunting 
task: Making it work. 

In the rush to unify. East and 
West Germany left some of the 
most pressing questions for the 
government that would replace 
them, including: 

— How to use, dispose of. 
analyse or make public the secret 
files on 6 milli on people kept by 
East Germany’s former secret 
police. 

— How to find and whether to 
prosecute Communist Party func- 
tionaries and secret police agents 
alleged to have committed crimes 
ranging from corruption to mur- 


— How to sift through the 
morass of 1 million claims on 
Eastern German property made 
by Western Germans who used to 
live in the region. 

— Whether to move the sear of 

■ 

government to Berlin, the Dew- 
capital, or leave it in Boon, t* 


old one. 

The most immediate concern, 
however, will be dealing with the 
mounting costs of unification and 
the cash drain that former East 
Germany has become. 

A Day after Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl and his Christian 
Democrats were elected to lead 
the united nation, officials of 
Germany's central bank on Mon- 
day made comments that were 
seen as early warning signs that 
tiie costs of unification could hurt 
the strong German economy. 

Bundesbank President Karl 
Otto Poehl, perhaps the most 
powerful man in Germany behind 
Kohl, said in a magazine inteview 
that the government plans to 
borrow too much money to re- 
build former East Germany. 

Poehl. whose comments to 
Stern Magazine were confirmed 
by the bank's press department, 
said “far-reaching and drastic" 
government spending cuts were 
needed to offset the borrowing. 

The government plans to bor- 
row up to 150 billion marks ($100 
billion) in 1991. 

Johann Wilhelm Gaddum, a 
director of the bank, also criti- 
cised the level of borrowing. 


Gaddum. the Bundesbank 
director responsible for Eastern 
Germany, said Monday that offi- 
cials don't understand repeated 
warnings about the dangers of 
high government borrowing. 

“When I look at the planned 
growth rates of the public budgets 
for 1991, I have doubts whether 
the message has been under- 
stood," the director said in an 
interview on Germany's ARD 
television. 

Eastern Germany’s teetering 
economy is expected to crash and 
burn in the first three months of 
□ext year. 

East Germany was a principal^ 
exporter of industrial goods to* 
other East Bloc nations, and 
many of those contracts expire in 
January. 

Economists say many may not 
be renewed by struggling nations 
who may find it cheaper to use 
their nonconvertible currency to 
buy goods from Hungary, for 
example, rather than Germany. 

Likewise, many enterprises are 
operating only on credit that will 
run out in the first quarter of next 
year 

Joblessness "is officially only 

about 573,000, about 6.1 of the 

■ ss- 


workforce. But economists say up 
to 1 million people now are car- 
rying around layoff notices that 
take effect in January or March. 

They say eastern region jo- 
blessness next year may eventual- 
ly reach 4 million, roughly half of 
the workforce in the former na- 
tion. 

The new nation also needs to. 
mesh two sharply different school 
systems, apply Western environ- 
mental safeguards to one of the 
world’s most polluted regions, 
and repair a communications and 
transportation system considered 
crucial to luring new investment 
into the East. 

The questions already aze be- 
ginning to create dissent among 
the politicians likely to comprise 
Kohl's new government. 

The centrist Free Democrats, 
the junior partner in Kohl’s old 
government, demanded Monday 
that Eastern Gerrman companies 
pay lower taxes than their West- 
ern counterparts. 

Kohl has previously said he 
opposes such a move, but Mon- 
day he refused to talk about it to 
reporters. Kohl needs the Free 
Democrats to get a majority in 
parliament; 


Gorby grappling with reform 


By Rod Popeslti 
Reuter 


MOSCOW — President Mikhail 
Gorbachev, at a crossroads with 
his reforms, appears to be re- 
treating to conservative positions 
and relying on the pillars of 
Soviet society — the army, the 
Communist Party and the 
workers. 

In speeches leading up to deci- 
sions this week on tackling food 
shortages and overhauling state 
institutions yet again. Gorbachev 
appears to have ended five years 
of deftly walking a tightrope be- 
tween radicals and conservatives. 

The addresses were to cultural 
workers and leaders of the Mos- 
cow Communist Party. But be 
was clearly looking over his 
shoulder at other gr o u ps wielding 
considerably more influence — 
notably the restless army and 
workers disaffected with failure 
to improve their poor living stan- 
dards. 

“We need to strengthen the 
institutions on winch anv societv 

• m 

is based, including a democratic 
one," he told Moscow commun- 
ists. “I mean the army and the 
security forces. This mes: be 
done and is being done now." 

Gorbachev’s popularity has 
plunged further in recent weeks 
as Soviet citizens line up in 
queues or deal with speculators to 
feed their families and Western 
donors send in planes and trucks 
full of food to tide the country 
over the winter. 

Calls from prominent con- 
servatives for Gorbachev to cake 
action or resign and deep mistrust 
within the five million-strong 
-armed forces may have been be- 
hind his decisive shift. 

He appeared to drive home his 

OPEC 

(Continued Erma page 2) 

month ago, at around 23.3 
million bpd. 

One OPEC delegate said 
that if peace was achieved in 
the Gulf prices would settle 
below the secretariat’s fore- 
casts as Iraqi and Kuwaiti sup- 
plies were restored. “But if 
there is destruction prices wifi 
go to unpredictable levels," be 
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point on Sunday, in the first of a 
promised series of cabinet reshuf- 
fles, by replacing Interior Minis- 
ter Vadim Bakatin with a hard- 
line communist official. Boris 
Pugp. 

He also appointed the former 
commander of Soviet troops in 
Afghanistan, Boris Gromov, as 
first deputy interior minister. 

After months of insisting that 
the market economy was the only- 
way out of the country's crisis, 
Gorbachev came out firmly 
against widespread introduction 
of private property — a key 
element in attracting foreign in- 


Tbe most unlikely scenario 
in the crisis, given the U.N.’s 
Jan. 15 deadline for Iraq to get 
out of Kuwait or face possible 
war, is a protracted stalemate. 


Widespread private property, 
be said, violated the traditions of 
Soviet rural society and should be 
confined to areas in which “coop- 
eratives and the state sector do 

not work as they should." 

Numerous schemes to check 
the growth of the black market 
have culminated in a presidential 
decree authorising “workers bri- 

This would see prices settling 
in the lower end of the $23 
to-J37 range, he said. 

The study suggests there is 
do shortage of oil products. 
Eves for Asian markets hit by 
the loss of supplies from 
Kuwait's refining system, pro- 
ducts seem fairly readily avail- 
able. 

OPEC’s ministerial market 
monitoring mmmin** meets 
on Tuesday and the winter 
conference gets formally under 
way on Wednesday. OPEC 
sources say it is unlikely to last' 
more than a couple of days. 

Envoy 
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gades" to curb diversion of food 
supplies and arrest and charge 
violators. The brigades, to be 
elected at factories, are widely 
seen as a means of increasing 
communist influence. 

Gorbachev now repeatedly in- 
sists that the Soviet Union “can- 
not be divided" after nearly a 
year of cajoling its republics by 
adopting Legislation on secession 
and negotiating a new treaty for a 
“renewed federation.** 

Servicemen deemed to be 
under threat in any of the repub- 
lics where the army is viewed with 
contempt or hostility — particu- 
larly in the separatist Baltic re- 
gion — are now authorised to 
open fire. 

Gorbachev also made dear 
that despite the pre-eminence of 
state rather than Communist Par- 
ty institutions after five years of 
pe res tr o ika, the party was to be 
his main vebide of hnpleinentig 
change. 

Betraying socialism, be said, 

territory by force, should rally 
ranks to counter what they 
see as an extension of the 
North-South conflict, pitting 
the developed countries 
against the developing nations 
in global economy and politics. 

Many non-aligned countries 
have lamented the absence of 
a concrete Third World move 
through the Non-Aligned 
Movement to resolve the Gulf 
crisis. Yugoslavia is the cur- 
rent chairman of the move- 
ment. and on several occasions 
during his visit here last month 
Ortega implicitly criticised 
Belgrade for what he de- 
scribed as its lukewarm 
approach to Gulf mediation 


was tantamount to betraying his 
two grandfathers, who were both 
jailed under dictator Josef Stalin. 
And under no circumstances was 
he about to give up bis post of 
party general secretary. 

“Now the Communist Party 
occupies the ruling position and 
we should use it to push the 
country towards new horizons 
within the framework of socialist 
choice," he told the Moscow 
party. 

But his bid to press ahead with 
a more conservative approach 
could run aground on nationali- 
ties policy. 

The debate on the future shape 
of the country has pitted him 
against determined separatists is 
the Baltic and Transcaucasia and 
populist leaders such as Russia’s 
Boris Yeltsin refusing ce n tr a l 
economic control. 

Critics say his long insistence 
on maintaining the unity of the 
Soviet Union demonstrated a 
clear misunderstanding of nation- 
al sentiment as co mmunis m gave 
way to nationalist governments in 
republic after republic. 

“You get the impression that 
100 peoples and 15 republics have 
landed out of space yesterday or 
last week,” be told the cultural 
workers. 

He said conclusion of the “un- 
ion treaty” redefining the rela- 
tionship between the Kremlin 
and the republics on his terms 
was the “last ditch” beyond 
which lay disintegration. 

Republican leaders outlining 
their stand in a Sunday newspap- 
er survey were virtually all 
opposed to the treaty in its pre- 
sent form — even in conservative 
areas such as Uzbekistan and 
Kirghizia. 

efforts. 

“For all practical purposes, 
what Ortega is trying to do 
represents the missing Third 
World effort.” said an Asian 
diplomat here. “He is sup- 
ported by several major non- 
aligned countries in his en- 
deavours,” he added. 

Amnesty 

(Confinued from page l) 

The report also charged rKat 
more than 12,000 Palestinians 
had been held in “adxninistrativc 
detention” since the start of the 
uprising. 

Those held under the system 
are often not informed of charges 
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annual remi tt a nces received by Jordan from expatriates were not. 
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the labour force, because these countries pay the 
education, t rain i n g and retirement for a labour for ce th at 
elsewhere wfafle the importing countries take the expatriates 
foffir youth when they are at their productive peak. 

Jordan is now facing a big economic problem due to its 
to absorb the ret u rne es from Kuwait who, with their 
maVf some quarter of a million people. Assuming that the cost 
absorbing one returnee is $20,000 Jordan would need SS bfflkm 
tiw- thousands who have came back front Knw 
c t j >g| B CTi ng amount that exceeds the total gross national 
The emergency takes place at a time when Jordan continues 
cnifa 1 from severe economic problems and delay in recemj 
financial and economic aid promised by nKho U iaUse d countries 

the aftermath of the Gulf crisis. " 

This tnaiw* it an the won difficult for Jonhs and its pcopfe 
pat our bouse bade m order, and on a steady course agazi 
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a homeland, but... 




By Jack Redden 

Reuter 

RAMALLAH, West Bank — 
The shattered remains of a sign 
for Charlie perfume hang 
above a drab street in the 
centre of Ramallah, a legacy of 
the fashionable lifestyle that 
died with the Israeli occupa- 
tion. 

“There used to be six hotels 
in Ramallah — one first class 
and the rest second,” said 
Salim Tamari, a sociologist at 
the town’s Bir Zdt University. 

“Now you can’t stay in 
Ramallah unless you know 
someone. You can’t eat in 
Ramallah except for falafel 
and humus street vendors," he 
said. “After dark it becomes a 
ghost town.” 

Ramallah ’s role as a summer 
resort for the Arab World 
came to an abrupt end when 
Israel captured the town 15 
kilometres north of Jerusalem 
during the 1967 Middle East 


The decline of a town noted 
for its comfortable Christian? 
and 'Mnslim middle class 
accelerated when the intifadao 
— the Palestinian revolt 
against the Israeli occupation 
of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip — erupted three years 
ago- !. 

Emigration has increased, 
with every middle class family 
pointing to lists of relatives 
abroad. A Ramallah dub in 
the United States sends aid to 
the town of 25,000 people. 

“The absence of normality is 
the defining factor of middle 
class life ” said Tamari, whose 
university was dosed by the 
army at the start of the revolt. 
“It's becoming normal in- a 
deadly way.” 

On calm days shops are pad- 
locked by 1 p.m. as part of the 
revolt. Other days they never 
open because of strikes called 
by underground Palestinian 
leaders or an army curfew. 

Restrictions on schools have 
hit a middle class that places its 
hopes in education. 
Elementary and secondary 
schools were dosed through 
much of the revolt and Ramal- 
lah’s university, although oper- 
ating in makeshift fadifrtet 
with tacit Israeli approval, re- 
mains officially dosed. - - 

But the most oppressive part 
for people who are re spected 
members of their own com- 
munities is what they regard as 
daily humiliatKms .and fear 
caused by Israel’s 23-year 
mShaiy rule. 

“They aze treating ns Hke 
‘guests’ — unwanted guests,” 
said Doctor Sbawqi Haib, a 
heart surgeon at Ramallah 


slow eviction 


ns is a method of 
n of the popula- 


Israeli settlements have, 
almost encircled the town. The 

area of tile West Bank annexed 

by Israel in its effort to extend- 
Jerusalem its capital stretches 
almost to the edge of Ramal- 

against them or given prompt 
trials, tfae Italian g rou p said. 

“Administrative detention has 
been used by Israeli authorities to 
keep prisoners in jail because of 
their opinions,” the report said. 
"They are detained only for the 

non-violent exercise of their right 

to freedom of expression and 
association." 

It asked Israel to re-examine 

the system of “administrative de- 

tennon" and free those held 
mater h. 

Amnesty also said that 
thousands of Pales tinians had 
been subjected to torture at the 

of Israeli aoMta, or in 
“mention centres. 

The methods included burning 


Harb describes a lifestyle is 
which people are afraid to ven- 
ture furth er than a neighbour’s 
house at night. Unexplained 
gunfire is routine, 
routine. 

“It has always been difficult 
in the evenings since 1967. But 
since the intifada people are 
confined most of the time to 
their homes,” he said. 

“Doctors have permits to go 
around even during curfew 
hours but those often don't 
work — it depends on die 
- mood of the soldier on the 
checkpoint,” the 52-year-old 
doctor said. If he wants to 
leave Israel to attend medical 
meetings abroad, be has to 
apply for permission weeks m 
advance. 

Israeli soldiers seeking local 
cover often commandeer pri- 
vate cars — the roomy Mer- 
cedes and Volvos of wealthier 
Arabs are favoured. Local 
citizens now opt for smaller, 
two-door cars, soldiers need 
...four-door models from which! 

’* flto. leap into:- action 

■k. “Several times I have been 
vro-gtopped byv (Israeli) settlers, 
even inside Ramallah .” the 
silver-haired surgeon said. 
“They are armed and will just 
stand in the middle of the road. 
You don’t know if they will 
shoot.” 

Harb, who trained at U.S. 
universities, said that early in 
the revolt 90 per cent of his 
patients had been wounded in 
dashes with the army. Even 
now that violence has subsided 
the figure is 25 per cent. 

His two oldest sons are at 
university in the United States, 
but he worries each tim e his 
14-year-old son walks the 
turbulent streets to school that 
he might be s w e pt . up in the 
periodic mass arrests. 

Members of the town's 
dwindling middle dass say they 
now spend more time with 
their families and neighbours. 
Video sales have boomed and 
tutors have been hired to give 
private lessons during tfae fre- 
quent school dosnres. 

“People are getting used to 
the intifada and they are ad- 
justing,” Usama Khaiaf said in 
his pizza restaurant that dosed 
on Dec. 9, 1987 — the first day 
of the uprising. 

Now, as the third I 
anniversary of the ?«voVt V; 
approaches. Khaiaf and 
brothers have reopened on 
Ramallah *s Tnafw street — 
scene of tyre burnings, mdo- 
tov cocktails and countless 

dashes with the army. 1 

An Italian restaurant evokes 
memories of Ramallah's glory 
days but the operation of 
“angelos” is determined by the 
new realities. The brothers 
hope to sell takeaway pizzas 
after the daily afternoon strike 
doses the shops. 

“They are saying this in oar 
destiny, our way of life, so we 
have to change our lives,” sa id 

Khaiaf. “life will never be the 
way it was before.” 



with cigarettes, depriving people 
of sleep, covering their heads 
with hoods and striking them, the 
report said. 
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ROME — He bears a striking 
resemblance to his older, more 
famous brother. Fathi Arafat 
has the same Ups, the same 
eyes, even the same half- 
shaved dim as Yasser Arafat, 
leader of die Palestinian parlia- 
ment in exile, and FLO dele- 
gate to the World Health 
Organisation, Fathi Arafat is 
also involved in politics. But he 
is first and foremost a doctor, 
he says, and as such be is 
frightened and appalled by the 
prospect of more fighting is 
the Middle East. 

“As a physician I have seen 
many wars, and many 
and injuries caused by them” 

said Dt. Arafat. “I was in the 
siege of Lebanon for three 
months, and I saw some terri- 
ble things. Thai’s why I have 
come here to Rome, to con- 
vince people that we must pro- 
tect the work! from nuclear 


He lives in airplanes too 


war and weapons of mass des- 
truction.” 

As president of the Palesti- 
nian branch of International 
Physicians for the Prevention 
of Nuclear War (IFPNW), Dr. 
Arafat took part in recent 
meetings in Italy that focused 
on the Gulf crisis. He was also 
a member of an IPPNW de- 
legation that visited the Iraqi 
and U.S. embassies in Rome to 
urge the two countries not to 
use chemical, biological or 
□□dear weapons in the con- 
flict. In the three days of talks, 
this 57-year-old doctor shared 
the podium with Israeli physi- 
cian H31e] Shankcr, a man who 
is his enemy but who is also his 
colleague. 

“Any kind of war, whether 
atomic or not, would be a 
disaster for the Gulf, for the 
whole of the Middle East and 
for the entire world,’* said Dr. 


Arafat. “It would be a catas- 
trophe. We already have so 
many problems in the area." 

Bora in Jerusalem, one of 30 
brothers and sisters, Fathi Ara- 
fat studied medicine and 
graduated in 1950 from Cairo's 
famous Kasr El- Ain i teaching 
hopital. He specialised as a 
pediatrician and worked for 
five years in a Kuwait hospital, 
but these days he no longer 
practices medicine. As presi- 
dent of the Palestine Red Cres- 
cent Organisation, Dr. Arafat 
represents 15,000 Palestinian 
doctors and is in charge of 
providing health care for his 
people, whether they are in the 
Israeli occupied territories or 
in Egypt, Jordan, Tunisia or 
Iraq. 

“Our Organisation is re- 
sponsible for the care of 
Palestinians everywhere." be 
said. “We are like the ministry 


of public health in any other 
country, so we are responsible 
for primary and secondary- 
health care, hospitals, rehabili- 
tation... We have many diffi- 
culties. One of the mam ones is 
coordination, since half of our 
people are in the occupied 
territories and the other half 
are scattered everywhere.” 

Another serious problem he 
says is the growing number of 
psychiatric cases among chil- 
dren in the occupied territories 
as the tension of living in a war 
zone takes its toll. “We arc 
facing a very big mental health 
problem. Many fan-finding 
missions have acknowledged 
this and written reports on it," 
he said. “It is a very dangerous 
state of affairs not just for the 
Palestinians but for tbe whole 
world.” 

Dr. Arafat spends much of 
his time travelling between 



Intifada 


1) 

Palestinians said Jabalya re- 
fugee camp, where the intifada 
erupted on Dec. 9. 1987, after 
four Arabs were lolled in a crash 
with an Israeli lorry, looked like a 
ghost town. 

"It seems like all 1,75 Palesti- 
nians in the territories are in- 
doors. There is no action,” a 
Palestinian source told Reuters. 
He said a military curfew on 
almost the entire strip had kept a 
lid on tbe occupied territories. 

The Popular Front for tbe Li- 
beration of Palestine (PFLP) and 
the Democratic Front for tbe 
Liberation of Palestine (DFLP) 
issued leaflets calling for attacks 
on Israeli targets. 

“The cycle of violence will not 
stop except by restoration of 
rights,” the PFLP leaflet said. It 
praised recent Palestinian guerril- 
la attacks near the Israeli border 
and inside the Jewish state. 

The U.N. Security Council was 
expected to vote Saturday on a 
resolution critical of Israel's treat- 
ment of Palestinians, but the Un- 
ited States risks offending 
friends, including its Gulf allies, 
no matter what it does. 

After delays throughout the 
week council President AbdaDa 
AJ Ash tad scheduled a formal 
meeting for 5 p.m. (2200 GMT), 
thereby forcing Washington to 
line up for or against a confirover= ■ 
si al peace conference on tbe Mid- 
dle East. 

As one of the four sponsors of 
the resolution on the protection 
of Palestinians in the Israeli- 
occupied territories, Ashtal, the 
Yemeni delegate, is anxious for a 
vote — even if it draws a U.S. 
veto. 

The resolution's other sponsors 
fare Colombia, Cuba and 
Malaysia. 

In conversations with reporters 
Friday Ashtal said there was little 
room for compromise on the 
draft, which is expected to be 
endorsed by all other members of 
the 15-nation council. 

Nevertheless, Malaysian 
Ambassador Ismail Razail, chief 
negotiator for the sponsors, held 
last-minute talks with U.S. 
ambassador Thomas Pickering to 
reach a solution. 

The main stumbling block is a 
provision for the council to con- 
sider an international peace con- 
ference on the Middle East, an 
initiative strongly opposed by 
Israel. 

Although the text reflects the 
official U.S. position and leaves 


the date and structure of such a 
meeting vague, the very mention 
of it has become a symbol of a 
shift in U.S. policy. 

Foreigners 

(Continued from page 1) 

began arriving m Baghdad Satur- 
day. 

The 41 Japanese men who ar- 
rived in Amman were accompa- 
nied by 64 Japanese women and 
children and Kanji Inoki, a for- 
mer sumo wrestler and now mem- 
ber of parliament. They left for 
Tokyo aboard a chartered 
Japanese airline Saturday even- 
ing. 

In Caracas, President George 
Bush said Saturday he was 
pleased with Baghdad’s pledge to 
release all foreigners but did not 
feel it brought closer a peaceful 
solution to the Gulf crisis. 

“I want a peaceful solution,” 
Bush told reporters here. “I don’t 
feel we are closer to a peaceful 
solution.” 

Bush seemed to imply that 
Friday’s decision to withdraw the 
staff from the beleaguered U.S. 
embassy in Kuwait after all fore- 
igners are sent home was in- 
tended to make even easier a 
decision to use force against Iraq 
if it fails 10 withdraw from 
Kuwait. 

“I think. ypq.cfcn make the casjf 
that this facilitates the tough deri- 
sions- that- i&igbt"tie ahead,” he 
said of the decision to evacuate 
the Kuwait embassy. 

Bush, on a South American 
tour, was asked to elaborate on 
this remark. He replied: “I just 
mean that when you don’t have 
Americans there, and if force is 
required, that’s just one less wor- 
ry I’ve got.” 

The president was in Vene- 
zuela on the final leg of a five- 
nation goodwill tour of South 
America. 

Bush said he remained pessi- 
mistic about an end to the crisis 
simply because Iraq had not yet 
agree to leave Kuwait. 

“Saddam Hussein continues in- 
sisting that Kuwait is a province 
of Iraq and that he will not get 
out of Kuwait, and that is the 
fundamental point around which 
the whole world is united against 
him," Bush said. 

“I’m glad the hostages are 
coming home. They never should 
have been taken in the first 
place,” the U.S. president said. 

“When you kidnap somebody 
you should not expect a reward 
when you let the person go.” 

In response to a reporters' 


question. Bush flatly denied that 
the decision to take the staff out 
of the Kuwait embassy was “a 
payback” for the Iraqi decision to 
free tbe foreigners. 

“It is no payback." he said. 

He said that when all the U.S. 
nationals held in Kuwait had 
been freed by Baghdad there 
would no longer be any reason to 
keep the embassy open. 

Bush made tbe comments in a 
joint news conference with Vene- 
zuela’s President Carlos Andres 
Perez, before speaking to a lun- 
cheon of the business leaders. 

Bush told Perez, “good 
answer," when Perez told tbe 
reporters that as a small country 
Venezuela cannot accept tbe in- 
vasion of one country by another. 
He congratulated Bush for his 
“prudent decision” to open talks 
Iraq. 


Bush has said those talks wiD 
not be a negotiation, but are 
intended only to reinforce in per- 
son tbe U.N. demand that Iraq 
withdraw from Juxwaxt. 

Bush, praising Venezuela for 
its increase in oil production in 
the face of tbe cut off from Iraq 
and Kuwait, said there is no 
worldwide shortage of oil despite 
the increasing prices. 

He blamed the price surge on 


M 


ipulated by international futures 
markets. 

Bush in his subsequ e nt lun- 
cheon remarks said Iraq 
“threatens the world’s economy 
through economic blackmail.’ 

Speaking to the Venezuelan- 
American Chamber of Com- 
merce, Bush said that Venezuela, 
a key hemispheric oil producer, 
has shown “magnificent lead- 
ership” in the aftermath of the 
Gulf crisis. 

“You acted resolutely and re- 
sponsibly in denouncing Iraq's 
conquest of Kuwait in tbe United 
Nations,” Bush said. 


has increased oil output since the 
Gulf crisis erupted last August. 

Bush believes that the threat of 
war in die Gulf remains strong, 
even though Iraq’s decision to 
release all American and other 
foreigners is a step forward. Ins 
spokesman says. 

Tbe British government Satur- 
day advised its citizens hiding in 
Kuwait to come out and begin 
packing to go home, the Foreign 
Office said. 

The British message was 
broadcast on the BBC World 
Service about 3 p.m. local time 
(1200 GMT). 


A plea to help 


Fathi Arafat 

Tunis, Cairo, Athens and 
Geneva. “I have no home," he 
said as be left for tbe Swiss 
capital to attend a WHO meet- 
ing. “1 live in airplanes.” 
(WNL). 



To tbe 

I am an Australian engineer who is at present in Jordan hoping to 
get to Iraq to contribute towards peace in the Gulf and the Middle 
East. I am here at my own expense. 

Three months ago I wrote to tbe Iraqi government requesting 
permission to enter Iraq and suggested some effective peace 
moves. Since that tune I have also written to President Sakrfam 
Hussein along tbe same lines. Recently I also sent tbe preside nr a 
personal telegram requesting tbe opportunity of contributing, 
with other “peace people” in Iraq, towards tbe common goal of 
preventing war. 

President Hussein bas obviously not received any of my 
correspondence as I would not still be refused entry into Iraq after 
five weeks of waiting for a visa in Amman. 

My efforts have no doubt been hampered by some government 
official is Baghdad and 1 believe those efforts have been 
undermined by tbe Australian government whose policies to- 
wards tbe Arab peoples I have strongly and publicly criticised. 

In my corr e spondence with tbe Iraqis, I suggested a number of 
initiatives towards achieving peace in the region. These are: 

— To hold a massive and effective peace rally in Baghdad 
during Baker's (U.S. Secretary of State) intended visit. This rally 
could include all the foreign “peace activists” now in Baghdad. 

— To organise an e ff e cti ve demonstration by the foreign 
“peace activists” on the Kuwait/Saudi border to confront the U.S. 
and British forces. 

— To encourage hostages/guests in Iraq and Kuwait to offer 
themselves to stay and help with the peace movement. I would 
personally ask Australians to participate in that role. 

— To ask hostages/guests to make personal appeals for peace to 
their respective countries. This bas not been done and could be 
quite effective using television. 

— To reveal on television the serious effects that the sanctions 
and blockade are haring on tbe children of Iraq. This nightmare 
for children and famiK** is like Vietnam and Cambodia all over 
again and. ironically h follows just one month after the United 
Nations got together and vowed; to help save and protect the 
children of tbe world. 

It should be emphasised that the children of Iraq are just as 
beautiful as the children of America, Britain and Australia (or 
any other place) and should be protected from the stupidity and 
horrors of war. 

The Arabs should be aware that the Australian government’s 
aggressive policy against Iraq and others in this area is not 
s u pported by thinking Aust ralians who want a peaceful end to the 
present confrontation and (in particular) to the holocaust being 
imposed by Israel on the Palestinians. 

Hawke, the Australian Prime Minister has neither the courage 
nor initiative to oppose tbe policies of Bush, Baker, Thatcher and 
Major (and others, including Israel's Zionist supporters) who are 
determined, for numerous reasons, that the Arab nations be 
economically and militarily weak. 

It is dear (there is no doubt) that the destiny and well-being of 
the Arab nations (and the rest of tbe world) will be determined by 
the outcome of this present Gulf crisis. 

It is vital that the forces of peace, tolerance and goodwill win 
this struggle against the policies of those who currently oppose 
Iraq and tbe Palestinians. 

I would just like to add that there are not too many non-Arabs 
willing to enter Iraq at this time of impending war. Most are 
clamouring in fear to get out. This being the case, I am wondering 
why the Iraqi government has so far refrained from approving my 
application for a visa for me to enter Iraq so that I can play a role 
with others to help achieve peace. I was hoping to return to 
Australia by the New Year and certainly before I “go broke.” 

John (Jack) King 
do Siveen Hotel 
Jabal Al 
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WITH HER thick Alabama 
drawl and halting speech, she still 
seems miscast as the front-line 
spokeswoman for President 
Bush's foreign policy. But as the 
world hovers on tbe brink of war. 
Margaret Turwiler has become 
the indispensable sound “bite” 
on (he evening news, the woman 
who articulate (he government’s 
intention to a nervous nation. 

As tbe State Department's 
chief spokesperson, Tutwiler 
presides over briefings for repor- 
ters that (in theory, at least) 
preside a daily update on U.S. 
foreign policy. The briefings are 
also the primary forum by which 
Washington sends sometimes 
subtle signals to friend and foe 
alike. 

To the uninitiated, the job may 
seem ridiculously easy. It consists 
mainly of reading statements, 
mostly prepared in advance by 
someone else, in response to 
questions from reporters. Fre- 
quently, she simply refuses to 
comment: “I have nothing more 
on that for you,” Tutwiler is wont 
so say. 

Buz in the high-stakes game of 
international diplomacy, a single 
misstep by Tutwiler can send a 
dangerously incorrect message 
that the government can never 
fully withdraw. For that reason, 
the post has always been a high- 
srress job. Tutwiler says that she 
found it terrifying at first. 

Reporters who have watched 
Tutwiler since her debut in 1989 
(when she candidly said, “I am 
not, and do not claim to be, an 
expen in foreign policy") agree 
that her performance at the daily 
briefing has unproved markedly, 
though it remains somewhat rag- 
ged. Her lilting accent and her 
occasional mispronunciations 
sometimes erode her presenta- 
tion. 

But there’s no doubt that she 
has mastered other aspects of the 
job that often have eluded her 
predecessor, even those who 
were steeped is the lore of di- 
plomacy. Most important, Tut- 
wiler is a thoroughgoing expen 
on Secretary of State James A. 
Baker. One of the half-dozen 
aides who are in the secretary’s 
all-important inner circle, Tutwil- 
er tells the public what Baker is 
thinWng — and other tells Baker 
what the public is thinkin g in 
return. 

“She has a sense of what Baker 
is doing, thinking or about to 
do,” and “when she is permitted 
to, she expresses that," says Jim 
Anderson, a correspondent for 
UPI who has been covering the 
dep a r tm ent for 21 years. “Be- 
cause the State Department is run 
by that inner circle of Baker and 
six or seven others this is an 
invaluable source of informa- 
tion.” 

“Her weak point is that her 
institutional memory doesn't go 
back before 1989; anything prior 
to that is just a black hole." 
Anderson said, “I wouldn't put 
her as the very best, but I would 
put her toward the high end of 
the scale, although in the begin- 
ning I wouldn't have rated her 
that highly.” 

But Tutwiler is more than a 
source of information for the 
public. She also serves as a poli- 
tical early-warning system for 
Baker. One of her jobs is to spot 
potential flaps before they start 
and head them off before they 
can do damage. 

“She is extremely good at 
being able to catch tbe drift of the 
way tbe press is going,” said a 



State Department official who 
watches her closely. “She can tell 
when something is about to be- 
come a major iss u e. She bas a 
very good sense of what will play 
in Peoria. She can predict how a 
policy will paly in different parts 
of the U.S. and deal with that 
from a public relations stand- 
point. This is one of her great 
values to Baker.” 

At first glance, it seems 
absurd that Baker, a seasoned 
political operative who was 
Bush's campaign manager, would 
need such help. But for ail his 


when Baker was secretary. 

Some of Tutwiler’s predeces- 
sors apparent!} had a much 
broader mandate than she seems 
to have when it comes to teliing 
the public about the inner work- 
ings of the State Department. 
These predecessors often “co- 
vered” the department as if they 
were reporters trying to ferret out 
information from the bureaucra- 
cy . The ressuli was sometimes a 
tense rivalry berween spokesmen 
who wanted 10 get information 
out and other officials who 
wanted to keep it secret. 


“Her weak point is that her institutional 
memory doesn’t go back before 15)89; anything 
prior to that is just a black hole,” Anderson said. 
“1 wouldn’t put her as tbe very best, but I would 
put her toward the high end of the scale, although 
in the beginning I wouldn’t have rated her that 

highly.** 
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political acumen, the secretary 
sometimes finds it difficult to 
make the son of gesture that 
comes as second nature to politi- 
cians around the country. 

For example, when Baker 
toured the black township of 
Soweto in South Africa, he 
seemed oblivious to a schoolyard 
full of photogenic kindergarten 
children — until after a quiet 
conversation with Tutwiler. 

Tutwiler was born in Birming- 
ham, Alabama, in 1950. the 
heiress to fortunes in coal and 
steel. Since her graduation from 
the University of Alabama, she 
has been immersed in politics, 
usually working 14-hour days. 
And, "since 1976, whe she work- 
ed on the re-election campaign of 
President Ford, Tutwiler has 
worked with and for Baker. She 
was in the Baker-managed Bush 
cam paigns inl980 and 1988. She 
was on former President 
Reagan's White House staff when 
Baker was chief of staff and she 
was chief spokesperson for the 
Department of the Treasury 


Tutwiler is careful to say no 
more than Baker wants her to. 
Some spokesmen suffered from 
divided loyalties — to the secret- 
ary of state and to the public's 
right to know. Tutwiler has no 
such dilemma. “I work very hard 
at trying to do both (serve the 
public and the department). But I 
never lose sight of the fact that 
my first and foremost loyalty 
must be to the president and the 
secretary.” 

She admits that some of her 
earliest briefings were painful. At 
the stan, some aspects of policy 
that were well-known to her audi- 
ence of reporters were total mys- 
teries to her. But she has learned 
quickly. 

“It was terrifying,” she said. 
“On a very steep learning curve, I 
had to learn all at once under- a 
very sensitive microscope.” She's 
a lot more confident now. She 
said she has finally come to real- 
ise that “no one is humanly cap- 
able of learning every nuance of 
foreign policy." — Los Angeles 
Times. 
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PACKMG, AIR FREIGHT! 
FORWARDING, OOOR-tS 
OOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

TEL 604676 604696 
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The first & best 

Chinese Restaurant 

in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahfyyah Girls School 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:3G-Midnight 

T*L63996* 



CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, sto raging, B 
clearing, door-to-door B 

service ■ 





CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 

Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbaque for 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

\ 6:30 - Midnight 


STUDIO HAIG 

a 
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Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Scrvid- 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO phot* 


imrmmr 


nm i t 20 x 30 


Shmeisani - Opp. 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 



Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 

available 

Open Daily 12.30-330 pm 
7.30-11-30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
lOwarda 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519 659520 



Many villas and apartments! 
are available for rent and! 
sale - furnished or unfur-l 
nisbed. 

Also many lots of land are] 
available for sale. 

For further details, please] 

call 

lAbdoon Real 


TeL 810605, 810608, 823 0 92 
Fax: 810520 
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LOBBY LOUNGE 

" jSABEL 

lAtttf PIANO 

entertainment 
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LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 


AT 


The First Class Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


OAIIOTEL 
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Amman -Tel. 668193 

P.0 Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

ideal Residence For 

Exoatriatesand 

Businessmen 


\ftfcardo 

Amman's 
exclusive gift shop' 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumesjighters, 
watches, pens, 

silverware, 
porcelain, 

■crystalware etc. 

• a " || 

Shmeisani - Grindlays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 
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Soviet sport struggles m 
new wave of perestroika 


MOSCOW fR) — ■ Soviet sport, 
once the symbol of the country’s 
political strength, is falling apart 
after shaking off years of 
ideologically-inotivated state con- 
trol. 

The launch of President 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s “peres- 
troika’' reforms in March 1985 
abruptly baited the Kremlin's use 
of sport a s a tool to prove the 
superiority of Socialist thinking. 

Now, with Soiviet society con- 
vulsed by rapid political change 
and plummeting Irving standards, 

the outlook is bleak. 

Sports facilities for young peo- 
ple are a rarity in run-down sub- 
urbs and the standard of physical 
fitness is low among most Rus- 
sians. Even top matches in the 
country’s most popular sports, ice 
hockey and soccer, draw unim- 
pressive crowds. 

Talented sportsmen, previous- 
ly cosseted as the darlings of the 
state and rewarded with pri- 
vileges and decorations, now look 
West in the hope of earning 
much-needed hard currency. 

Many, in their eagerness to 
escape foundering national 
leagues keen to turn a profit, 
bypass the State Sports Commit- 
tee (Goskomsport) altogether, 
depriving it of currency earnings. 

Soviet fans and officials aHke 
wonder whether the country will 
ever again produce stars compa- 
rable to gymnast Olga Korbut, 
footballer Lev Yashin or pole 
va ul ter Sergei Bubka. 

Leonid Drachevsky , first depu- 


ty rhatrffian of the OOCC all- 
powerful Goskomsport, told 
Reuters in an interview that the 
Soviet Union might even cease to 
be a sports superpower. 

Asked about the prospects of 
futnre showdowns between 
athletes from the United States, 
Soviet Union and a newly-united 
Germany, he said: "If there is 
anyone to drop out it could only 
be us if we are deprived of public, 
state and legal support.” 

The integrity of sport has been 
further hit by newly-aroused 
nationalism among the country's 
disparate republics. 

The same tensions that have 

threatened the Soviet Union with 
political disintegration have 
taken their toll on the soccer 
pitches and basketball courts, 
with teams from Lithuania and 
Georgia opting out of country- 
wide dumpiouships. 

Doping caused more harm 
— especially in weightlifting, 
bodybuilding, track and field, 
rowing and cycling. 

In file first eight months of the 
year 33 athletes tested positive. A 
senior doping-control expert 
a dmi tted that punitive measures 
were ineffective as it was impossi- 
ble to test everyone. The sports 
structure is now being forced to 
undergo change from top to bot- 
tom in the struggle to survive. 

National federations, once 
given only token powers, are to 
have the right to represent their 
sport fully at home and abroad. 
Authorities in the republics will 


also have more say. 

The regtd ideological control 
— once under a special depart- 
ment of the Communist Party 
Central Committee — is gonc- 

“They used to issue political 
instructions for the Soviet repre- 
sentatives in international sports 
federations — how to vote, what 
to say, especially on ‘ sensitive’ 
issues.” recalled one ex- 
employee of Goskomsport. 

Drachevsky, a former athlete, 
said such blatant interference had 
had little direct effect on athletes 
and their coaches. But be insisted 
that sport and politics had to be 
kept apart. 

“It is bad when politicians use 
sport," he said. “Of coarse there 
was pressure on sport from politi- 
cians. And the more totalitarian 
the state was. the greater the 
pressure. *’ 

Drachevsky said Western 
politicians were now exploiting 
sport more than those in the 
Kremlin but he lamented indiffer- 
ence among Soviet public figures. 

“I cannot say that there is great 
attention paid to sport here,” he 
said. “It used to be great... but I 
personally think that in the offi- 
cial press, in official politics, 
sport occupies a much qnaller 
place than in the West.” 

Drachevsky said his committee 
was trying to get the Georgians 
and Lithuanians bade into the 
fold despite resistance from local 
nationalists he said were pur su i n g 
political 


“Radical organisations and 
their leaders use sport to the full. 
The best example is Georgian 
he said. 

athletes, sport has 
bengboard into the country's new 
multi-party politics. 

Flamboyant world chess cham- 
pion Gariy Kasp ar ov js a leading 
figure in the Democratic Party of 
Russia, which openly displays its 
anti-Onmnumst outlook. 

. A bemused Soviet public has 
watched nearly a decade of strug- 
gle on and off the chessboard 
between the outspoken Kasp ar ov 
and co n fo rmist Anatoly Karpov, 
an unswerving ally of the hide- 
bound Goskomsport hierarchy. 

But perhaps the greatest prob- 
lem to be overcome in reviving 
national sport is the public’s 
general apathy. 

Some experts blame the 

onslaught of television. Others 
cite the exploding popularity of 
video reco r de rs , although they 
are still scarce, or the attraction 
of discotheques. 

But the most Hkely explanation 
lies in the daily grind of Soviet life 
where initiative and inspiration 
by the struggle to 
file most base 

necessities. 

“How can you expect me to go 
to a stadrmn when all my free 
time is spent hunting for some- 
thing to eat, drink and wear?” 
said Mikhail, one Muscovite who 
has long given up his season 
tickets for the capital's Spartak 
Soccer Qnb. 


ATP recognises player, dollar power 


FRANKFURT (R) — In the 
modern sports world, tennis is no 
longer just about Andre Agassi 
beating Stefan Edberg or Ivan 
Lendl winning another title. Ten- 
nis is about money. 

Recognising Jris fact, earnest 
young executives with smar t suits 
and sharp business brains have 
been busy this year moulding the 
men’s tennis circuit into a slick 
operation fuelled by the power of 
the dollar as much as by tbe 
power of the player. 

In the year since the Associa- 
tion of Tennis Professionals 
(ATP) took control, chief execu- 
tive officer Mark- Miles feels tbe 
figures speak for themselves. 

Miles, a bespectacled, besotted 
American with the manner of a 
successful courtroom lawyer, said 
at tbe weekend: “I believe that 
tbe tour is better in every respect 
than in 1989.” 

Tbe top players, who initiated 
the move to seize control of the 
circuit, declared themselves hap- 
py, on the whole, with the ATP 
year when they gathered in 
Frankfurt last week for the world 
championship. 

There has been a 46 per cent 
rise in prize money for the top 
200 players, 16 per cent more 
spectators than last year and the 
strongest entry for 10 years at 
most tournaments. Miles said. 

Tbe tour is run like a giant 
business, with dozens of sponsors 
providing the bulk of tbe money 
and plush hospitality boxes 
occupying tbe best vantage points 
at most events. 

The ATP coup was staged pri- 
marily to give players more say in 


the running of their working 
lives. 

Under the old system, where 
the tour was administered jointly 
by the In terna tional Tennis Fed- 
eration (lir). the tournament 
organisers and player representa- 
tives, players complained of 
spending too much time on tbe 
road. 

The ATP increased prize 
money and introduced a six-week 
break after tbe November world 
doubles championship in Austra- 
lia to give players a holiday. 

But. ironically, all but a few 
have chosen to sign up for the 
$6-miliion Grand S lam Cup, a 
new event set up by the ITF and 
Grand lam organisers, in De- 
cember, rather than enjoy tbe foil 
break. 

* After some animosity between 
tbe ITF and the ATP at tbe start, 
relations had settled down to 
mutual mil d dislik e until A gassi 
reopened the wound with his 
announcement that be was pull- 
ing out of the Grand Slam Cup 
despite already having signed a 
contract to play. 

Agassi ignored su gg estio ns that 
be bad been put under pressure 
by tbe ATP and said his gesture, 
which could cost him suspension 
from any or all of the 1991 Grand 
Slams, was a mark of respect for 
the players' association. 

The top players won a conces- 
sion last week on tbe minimum 
number of tournaments they 
most play each year. 

From now on, those who reach 
the world championship need 
play only 10 events instead of 11 
in tbe following year. 


Charity work has become 
integral part of tbe tour with 
world championship runner-up 
Edberg appointed chairman of an 
official pr og ram me. 

A slide show of the year’s 
highlights, given for the press in 
Frankfort, included shots of play- 
ers gr ou ped around tbe hospital 
beds of young fans. 

From this year. aB new players on 
the tour have to attend a three- 
day ATP course teaching them 
bow to cope with all aspects of 
life in pro fes sional tennis, from 
money-management to dealing 
with tbe media. 

Edberg and new world cham- 
tfie first time, ranking Agassi both said they wefts 

were awarded at the impressed with the Alp’s debut 


The ATP may well think about 
acting on two other suggestions 
made in Frankfurt, namely more 
ranking points for the Grand 
Slam events and variety in the 
choice of surface for tbe cham- 
pionship. 

“We should repeat the four 
surfaces of the Grand Slams,” 
said Lendl, who lost in Saturday’s 
semifinals to Edberg. 

“A different surface every year 

would be fair for everyone,” said 
Ecuador’s Andres Gomez who 
won tbe French Open on day this 
year but failed to win a match on 
Frankfort's indoor fast carpet 
court. 

For 
points 

seasoo-ending championship — 
formerly the New York Masters 
— ensuring tbe fight to be num- 
ber one continued right up to 
when Edberg put himself in an 
unbeatable position. 

The ATP has imitated sports 
like Formula One motor racing in 
introducing a points system 
where only the best p e rformances 
each year — 14- in the case of 
tennis — count towards a player’s 
total, regardless of how many 
tournaments he enters. 

M3es admits fire association 
has also drawn on the e xpe ri ence 
of file Professional Golfers* Asso- 
ciation (PGA), based in Florida 
like tbe ATP. 



Agassi disciplines talent 


FRANKFURT (R) — Andre 
Agassi's unconventional clothes, 
hairstyle and off-court diplomacy 
may still be on tbe wild side. But 
the 20-year-old American has 
proved that be has finally harnes- 
sed his tennis talent. 

After losing the French and 
U.S. Open finals this year, the 
flamboyant American achieved 
the greatest triumph of his career 
when he defeated Sweden's world 


Agassi has worked hard on his 

serve, vrfnch proved to be a major 
weapon against the seven other 
top players in tbe world in Frank- 
furt. 

A new programme of weight 
and fitness training, which he 
began at the start of the year, has 
also helped the American gam 
igrammcs arid tune his 
and stamina. 

“It was a question of buckets of 


number one Stefan Edberg 5-7, 'serves.. .but I have got stronger 


from the weights and have work- 
ed harder on my quickness,” he 
said. 

The irony, however, is that the 
new-look Agassi may be missing 
from one or more of next year’s 
prestigious Grand Slam tourna- 
ments if title International Tennis 
Federation (ITF) decides next 
month to ban him because of his 
late w i t h dr a wal from the $6- 
mifiio n Grand Slam Cup. 



m 

m 

n 


“I think it has been quite 
good.” the Swede said. “Of 
course there is loom for improve- 
ment. You can always make the 
tour work better. I think the end 
product is going to be veiy 
good." 

“I appreciate their dedication 
to malting things better,” Agassi 
said. 

“It is i m p ortan t that tbe ATP 
the prize money. 


7-6. 7-5. 6-2 in the ATP World 
Championship final. 

After convincingly beating 
Pete Sampras, his conqueror in 
the U.S. Open, and German 
world number two Boris Becker 
to reach the final, Agassi seemed 
at last to have discovered the 
retf-discipline to exploit his ta- 
lent. 

“After the U.S. Open defeat I 
took a strategic look at my 
career. I set new goals and real- 
ised I needed to improve my in Munich, Agassi changed his 
physical shape to be more effec- mind became he felt the lucrative 
five," he said. “This victory sym- event was aimed at undermining 
botises the work I have put in in the season-ending Frankfort 
file last year.” tournament, which is run by the 

Since his rapid rise to number tour’s new organisers, the Asso- 
three in the world in 1988 — he is ciation of Tennis Profe s sionals 
now fourth — Agassi has often (ATP). 

been at the centre of controversy. . The decision to opt out of a 

His long, straggly hair and legally-binding contract has been 
fluorescent kit — he sported criticised by other leading players 
bright green cycling pants under mHndmg Edberg and world nnm- 
Mack denim shorts during tbe ber three Ivan Lendl who say he 
week — have not been to file should have stuck with die com- 
taste of some tennis conserva- nutmenL 

fives. This indecision off-court con- 

The Las Vegas-based player trasts greatly with the American’s 
attracted more criticism in the . new single-minded professional- 
week by . polling out .of next ism regarding his playing futu r e , 
month’s Grand Slam Cup in . In a sport in which very few 

Munich, a decision which could flayers look ahead more than a 


Tbe increase spreads out among 
all the ( E ffe ren t levels.” 

But Austrian Thomas Muster, 
knocked out in the group stage in 
Frankfurt, was not so com- 
plimentary. 


result in a 525,000 fine and a ban 
from one or more of next year’s 
Grand Slam tournaments. 

But Agassi has recently revolu- 
tionised his attitude to file game 
itself. After relying on raw talent 
to fire his initial rise to the top 
echelons of the game, his superb 
form in Frankfurt was based on 
newly-found self-discipline and 
hard work. 

“X was number three in file 
world in 198S but I didn't practise 
a lot,” Agassi said. “I was blessed 
with talent bat then I realised that 
I should try to work more and see 
how far I could go.” 

Since Iris defeat in straight sets 
by compatriot Sampras at 
Flushing Meadow last September 


few weeks or months, Agassi has 
dear, long-term ideas of when be 
will be able to produce his best 
tennis. 

“I feel that I am capable of 
winning one or two Slams next 
year but I am focusing on 1992,” 
be -said. 

“I do not look at 1992 as a set 
year but hope all the pieces will 
fit together then. I may then be 
able to play some of tbe best 
tennis that can be played.” 

“I will always take the French 
and U.S. Open defeats to my 
grave,” he said. “But there is no 
question, winning here and win- 
ning the Davis Cup would send 
me into next year with a 
purpose.” 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANKAH HIRSCH 

'39C Vcw'm. 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 




Q. I— Neither '.ainerable. as South 
■-■cm hoi J ■ 

+ KQ7 : AJ93 K843 *KJ 
West North East Sooth 

1 + Pass 2 * ? 

What acr:on dc* you take"’ 

A. — This is do".e between a pass and 
a takeout doufcie— we feel you do 
not have ercugLh playing tricks for 
two no trump, assuming you p|jy 
ilia: as natural. w« hate to he shut 
cut of the auction with the best 
hand a: the table, so we slightly 
favor a takeout double. 

Q.2 — East -West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

♦ Void 7AKQ54 JS76 *31 $2 

The bidding has proceeded: 

East South Wea >onh 

I ♦ DM Pass 2 T 

3 * ? 

What action do you take? 

A.— Ycu have excellent hearts for 
partner, but a dead minimum dou- 
ble and a fhifui of losers. Pass — the 
auction is not over. Partner has an- 
other turn and might be able to act 
again. 

Q J — As South, vulnerable, vou 
hold; 

♦ KQJ7652 It :-S +X854 

As deaier, whzi action do you take? 
A.— We are or the old school. W-'c 
can expect the spades to produce wx 
tricks and the dubs oae plus. That 
brings the total to seven and. at this 
vuincrabHty, an opening bid of 
three spades looks just right. 

Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦ 1052 7 8 IK8753 *9874 

The bidding has proceeded: 


West North En«t 

1 ♦ DM RdM 


South 

* 


What action do you take? 

A. — Don't pass just to tdl partner 
you have very little— he knows that 
from the auction- However, there is 
good reason to hid one diamond. IT 
you don’t, partner might escape to 
one heart and you’U be forced to 
correct to two diamonds, at which 
point the enemy might start 
doubling. 

Q.5 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*6 TA 3d :Q109S +KQJ63 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one spade. What 
action do you take? 

A.— We do nor like making a take- 
out double of one spade when bold- 
ing only three cards in hearts, but 
your hand is too good to pass. 
Therefore, we choose the lesser of 
evfc and would overcal! two clubs, 
even though we would have pre- 
ferred a sixth card in the suit. 


Q.6— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦ AJ2 776 v 953 +AJS72 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

17 I ♦ ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— If you could be 100 percent 
sure you have two spade stoppers, 
you would just about have enough 
to make a non-forcing jump to two 
no trump. Since that is by no means 
certain, we prefer the mild underbid 
of one r.o trump. 


Mutton’ Jeff 



Andy Capp 



HOWMANV TIMES 


youwm-t 



if you're A R=AL 
SANTA CLAUS, WHERE ARE 
YOUR REINPEER ? 




i KNuUl WHAT I SHOULP 
HAVE5A1P...I SHOULD HAVE 
SAID/ 1 GOT HUNGRY LAST 
WINTER SO I ATE THEM!" 



FORECAST FOR SUNDAY DECEMBER % W0 

Astrvvger, Cant * *« 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: you 

SUAWfiJ 

Of protection you are * eckm 8- 

ARIES: (Man* 21 to 
You can go forward and meet 
those interesting contacts you bare 
anticipated knowing- Take your 
family with you to enjoy some 
public events. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May JJJ 
You flnd your mate will enjoy 

some outside entertainment or re- 

creation. Discuss longtime desires 
for going to a resort with a good 
&icihL 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
trip to see dose companions With 

good friends brings happu^todl 

involved. Be with your attachment 
as much as you arc wc. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You need some fresh new 
o^pi ra t Km to impress your attach- 
ment. Budget your assets so that 
you have more in case of an 


^o^hvnent. Accept help from t t 

duties* ^ ^ -j 

LIBRA: (Septan** 23 to Octoto * 

22) Aatompsoy 10 * Jg**j*^ 

mint to recreafiOOSj MB bring yon 


LEO: (July 22 to August 2 1) Yo ur 

-excitement with your activities 

should produce beneficial results. 
Combine usual pleasures with 
some persons you have just for 
your enjoyment. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Don’t let a past mistake inter- 
fere with harmony with your 


be more aware how much you 
enjoy being with them. 

SCORPIO; (Octo^23toNorem- j 

her 21) Do soinetto^AmM^to 1 
please one from* , 

tayour bome. Being range- j 
trial friends at quiet pleasures do- 1 
li ghts mate- 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 

December 21) Now you cm make 
good friends with persons m iptares 
of importance- A trip with your 
mate is fine if caiefeDy planned. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22. to 
January 20) A new proce dure on 
your regular business arangemeat 
■win bring good results. Be very 
t#!w<w and romantic with your 
mate today. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) invite those into your jbome 
you have a strong desire to 
enjoy a pleasant time. Get out in. 
tbe wodd of action and 'be with 


J; 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Delightful outride contacts 
should be entertained as guests in 
your borne. Do something for your 
mate rfi.t w£D awaken romantic, 
feelings. 


s 

\ 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“I put a few drops of motor oil 
on the pizza so the cheese won’t 
stick to our arteries.” 



THag^SCflAMB^WG«OGAME : ’ 

V 3 #‘Henrl Amokftofe.'BbBtM''-:! 


UnscramWe these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words- 


HORAB 



^5 

m 

5pTP 

□ 



CUFOS 



i HkWi 


□ 


ASHRIP 





□ 

V 

□ 


KLAYEC 



□ 

w 


■ 



on 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answtrhtm: a"Q[XXTT CTXX1 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: EPOCH AFTER FASTEN MALICE 

Answer. A self-indulgent guy never does this — 

“NO" HIMSELF 


THE Daily Crossword by Honk Harrington 



ACROSS 

1 Betray 

S Big band 
instruments 

10 Knife 
u Ersatz butter 

15 Severe 

16 Epidermal 
opening 

17 Unintoxicated 

20 Churchman 

21 Abandon 

22 Shade trees 
2 a Cage for 

hawks 

25 Broad sword: 
var. 

28 Three in 
Naples 
30 Tasty 

35 Poet's Initials 

36 Scanned again 

39 Masouerade 

40 Unrestrained 

43 Sauawk 

44 God of 
agriculture 

45 Ruminant 
feature 

46 Expensive 

48 Scratch 

49 Residue 
51 Asner and 

Herlihy 
53 Nobleman 
55 indistinct 
59 Epidemic 
63 Besotted 
87 Printer's 
direction 
68 Avid 
SB Mr. Wiese! 

70 Thrall of old 

71 Ermine 

72 Some exams 

DOWN 
f — opera 

2 A Lanchester 

3 Smaller 
amount 

4 Pillaging one 

5 Heat unit 

6 Outdated 
acronym 

7 Bikini top 

8 Dotr 


P 

a 

■ 

a 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 









a 

a 

12 

a 


ts 

















e ww Trfeww Mod* Sernas, me 
An rooms 


9 Dishonor 

10 Arete 

11 Ruckus 

12 Jason's ship 

13 Has — 

18 short jacket 

19 Shark film 

23 Creeks 

24 Calibrate 

25 Sojourns 

26 Financial Ham 

27 Bail stand-out 
29 V square's 

rope 

31 MIL address 

32 Dog 

33 Controversial 
point 

34 Land papers 

37 Road curve 

38 Patriotic ora. 
41 Yippeel 

«2 Knots 
47 Inca country 
50 Quenches 
52 Units of force 
54 To one side 


Yesterday's PazzlB Solved: 


f 


rlriSn raranrin 

n3nKH nfl " , r, nnnrirm 

nnnnn nnn 

nnnriSHHHS 0 nnnn 
nnnniirannn nnno 

552 S nnn nn nnnn 

nnrrri nHHH nnnnnR 

nnnn nnnnnn 

nnnrinii^nnnnnlnnp 

nfinn 

nnnSE nmn 

nnnirn nnnn inmnn 


- -l 


55 Dado holder 

56 WW II craft 

57 Elysium 

58 A Johnson 
60 Molding 


61 Sing 

62 Sera 

64 Kraz 

65 Gon 

66 Red 


f • 






w-i 


<■ * - . 


I 

T. J 
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jes partis politiques en Jordanie 


p »bed 



En attendant la legalisation 


Longftemps dandestins, ks partis politiques 4mer* 
gent & present, structureQement Wes et istfrkmt- 
meat divi$&. L’&rohition sodale profonde des 
airofes qvd out snivi la guerre de 1967 aN que 
patri^^ rinflneuce da syst&ne «n£°patriarchal> qui caracie- 
itio Q ^ ^r? ■ rise la sod£t£ jordanienne cot les prindpaks 
oases de r^datement observe aujoord'hni an sein 


^untries 


A*b 


that 


partis politiques contemporains* Cont rairement 
antres partis, ks moovenmits idamkt« oat 


the ex^^acqnfc one puissance gn 
® PeaiT^ ^ndaaces les pins popnh 

lafiJ'H **• ■ 

n E «H mfese une vie cOotempor- 
bjmj- ne (c’est fa fire modeme). D 
m . Kuwait . rtfc anx Ws dviks ct pfaaales 
nat]°nai Jot rorigme est ocddentale; 3 
i °^W/ * assodfa fa xm grand complete 
e ‘ a y in $ transactions socMes et facono- 


iNUV 


ante et incarneiit ks 


aiised 



nriqnes dont 3 ne nit pas bien » 
dies Foot co ufo nncs on ooo- 
rra ire s & sa foi tslamiquc. La vie 
remporte dans sod co uran t, fan 
faisant aubfier tons ses sou pywo 
poor nn tenqs, josqa’i oe qoH 


LA S E M A 
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Intifada: notre grandeur 


Au leademain dn 

de 


I 


raid^ 





jo- 

3 

iflavi 


iff. 

■ 

■ 

* 

'I 



j Intifada, k people palesti- 
.Jen semble pins dfatermmfa 
qu’avant fa anemdie ses ob- 
^ectxfis narionaux. Certes, 3 
n't pas encore dutssfa ks 
occ upa nts isz&faHens de son 
pays, mais ks realisations 
de lTflfifada sur k t er r ain 
sont dfajfa considerables. 

Trots ans de combat qnoti- 
diea ont eurichi ks tradi- 
tions de hitte des peoples 
pour kur libertfa et leur 
radfapendance, non seule- 
ment dans la rtgion mais 
dans le monde entier. 

Sonvenons-novs: les 
Patestmiens ont dfadenchfa leur Intifada dans des drconst- 
ances axabes et Internationales dfafavorables fa leur latte. Le 
sommet arabe d’Amman (en oovembre 1987), qui con- 
sidfarajt k conffit Iran-Irak -et non Falestine-IsraSl- coznme 
k pins important, venait juste de terminer ses tr&vaux. La 
nouvelle conception de la «Perestroika» concemant les 
relations mtematkmaks, ajootfae anx vagnes d’ immigrati on 
des Juifs sovifatiques en Palestine n’fataieiit pas des dfave- 
loppements de nature fa aider la hitte pakstmietme et 
rOLP, bien an oon t r air e. 

Nfaamnoms, an fil des mois, I Intifada a rfaussi fa 
rttmposer la cause paiestinienne avec acuitfa sur la setae 
politique intemationale; efle a inspirt, pcut-£tre m£me 
provoqnfa, la dfadskm jordamenne de dissociation avec la 
CSsjoidame en jmBet 1968 e tefl e a obfigfa Israel fa sfapaier 
de nouveau ks t e r ritoi r e s occnpfas en 1967 de cenx occupfas 
en 1948; n’oubtioos'pas quedb gouvemement de coalition 
«IJkoud-travaiQistes» a fatfa second par rintifada. 

Tout Fappareil isradlien de rtpress km n’a pas rtnssi fa 
kflAphir la volootd du petqrie coorageux de Palestine. Le 
pdz qu'3 a payd depods k 9 ddcembre 1987 jusqn*fa ce jour 
war arracber sa Ebertd est ddjfa trfas dtevd: 1300 hdros, 
00.000 blessds et hsndicqiis, 5.000 femmes ayant avoxtd fa 
des gaz et de la bruta Ktd des soldats isradhens. 12.000 
1.859 maisons ddmobes, 61 militants expolrts bors 
territoires paksdmens, fiennetare des univexsitds et des 
la plus part du te mp s, ddracinement de dkaines de 
d*aibzes. Sans parkr des innombrables mdthodes 
par les antoritfs isradhennes pour encerder ks 
liens et rtdnire kur resistance an silence. 

Si ITntifada dure depuis k 9 ddcembre 1987, c*est grfice 
at structures politiques, doonomiques, sodalcs voire 
ycbrtogiques sohdes que k people palestmien a mis en 
ace dans ks territoires occupds depuis de longues anodes, 
jprtaines r^pons y sont ddjfa interdites anx soldats 
tjrtfiens. Cenx-d ne peuvent pdndtxer dans k$ rueQes que 
^Vsque kuzs patroniHes sont bien armdes et piotdgdes de 
reoforts. la population s’abstient de plus en plus de payer 
ks impdts ou de respecter ks ordres frtquents de couvre- 
fcu. Rdcemment, la Direction Umfide de ITntifada a 
appek fa TutOisation de «tous les moyens» pour rtsister anx 
occupants. Le recours armes blanches est devesu plus 
frtqumt oes derniers temps. 

Jamais tm Etat, fa part Isradl et l'Afrique du sud, n’a dtd 
coa damn d par un anssi grand nombre de rdsohidons de 
rONU pour sa politique repressive. Et pourtant bien des 
Fhrt« dn monde dSt «libre» ne font rien contre les crimes 
istadfieiis fa I'dgard des Pakstimens et se contentent de 
condemnations du bout des kvres. 

LTndfada est notre grandeur, notre present et notre 
avenir, fa nous les peuples arabes. La souteirir, c’est 
dgalement dvoquer ses probldmes en ce troisifame 
amnveraaire . n devknt urgent de rtunir k Conse3 Nation- 
d Palestmien (Parkment paktinien) pour ddfinir la Hgue 
politique fa suivr e fa la hurrifcre des dd veloppe ments impor- 
pmts qui se sont prodmts dans la rt^on depuis k 2 aofat. 

. test ce qu’a rtdamd d’aiDenrs la Direction Unifide dans 
son cnmmimiq n d de la suoaioe demidre. 

Eaptos du volet poKtique, 3 fant mentionner la situation 
doonoauque prtcaire dan* ks territoires occupds. Ceux-ci 
ont dtd: trts touchds par les dvdnements dans le Golfe 
arabe. Les effets ndgatifs risquent de s'aggravpr dans ces 

tenitoites. On se demande poorquoi l*OLP ne rtdameptts 

que la CSsjordanie et Gaza figurent sur la hste des pays qui 
doavent fa re indemmsds, fa l’instar de la Jordanie, de la 
Ttirqme et de PEgypte. 

- Enfin, rambiance (Touverture politique qui rfegnc dans lc 
pays devnut nous permettre de ddvdlopper le sonden 
popohdre fa lTndfoda sous de nouveOes formes, plus 
rtfiqiflpfi An niveau arabe, la puissance mffitairc uakknnc 

etkvrtcMUd dupeupk^ypticn de rtsister fa la polidqtwde 
«C amp Dsnid» sont des soutkns prtckux, cntre antres... 


-A 

«' tsSSf 


S<mi k patronage du rra Hussem, le nnmstdre de la 
Cblbirejoidairienaenlamdsamedilesjounidesinter- 
altuieiksio«iai»o-|>akstiniennes,en cooperation avec k 

paztement culture] del’OLP- . 

Les activitds dc cc festival oompottoit plusieurs 

Ettdndres et artistkpies. Denombreux 

pfates, czxtxques et dcnvams, jordaniens et pakstimens, y 

arti dp cro u t. 


entende Touldmaon Hse une page 
rehgjeuse dans un journal; tons 


pkragent dans llnqadtxidc. 

«D compreud ainsi que d»n« 


fivisde en deux; en me qui amt, 
observe le ramadan, prie et 
accompHt le pdkzinagc de lx 
Mecqne; akxt que l'antre mataa- 
dt ces vakurs dans les banqocs, 
dans les corns et dans les rues, 
voire an ctndma, an thCfttre et 
peut-dtre cbez ltd, avec sx fanflpft 
devam la television. » 

Ce pc^trait type de I’bomme 
arabe, ddcrit par Pdcrivam dgyp- 

tien Naguib Mahfouz, rtvile la 
contradiction totalc qui divisc la 
personnalit6 arabe entre la mod- 
enusanoa et la tradition; entre 
rinfluenee de revolution cap ta- 
Kste rapide et ccDe de la structure 

cxplique par consequent Tabs- 
ence d'une idcntiiC politique in- 
d£pendante et dwtmete dans la 
perea nnafitd jordanienne, et celle 
d* une action bien organisic des 


partis, en 1957. 

Ce parti propose aujourd’hni 
un programme portent es&eo- 
neHement air Punitf arabe ct ta 
cause paksritiimne. An niveau 
jotdanien. 3 avait pour objectif la 
liberation de la domination bri- 
tamriqne sur le pays ainsi que la 
defense des KbertCs ddmocrati- 
qoes accompagndc de rtformes 
internes. 

Le parti a suta phisieurs trans- 
fbnnations qui Font conaddraMe- 
meat affaibli, prindpaJement 
aprts la dfdsioa de 1957. Pour- 
tent, des essais rtrkux cTunifier 


Ce parti se conadfrre commc une 
partic indivisible du mouvement 
proktairc arabe et mondial. II a 
pour objectif de r en foi c er la col- 
laboration entre les groupes de 
mouvement de liberation 
nxtionale arabe dans kur hitte 
contre l’implri&lisme et le 
gonmne. B ddknd aussi la libera- 
tion nanopalc, la democratic ct lc 
progrts social, ainsi qne la con- 
struction de r unite arabe sur ks 
bases de la democratic, de l'egaE- 
td er d’un cbotx volontaire es 
fibre. 


Uorpalndoa du ft tail 


Les evenetnents d’avril 1989 et 
les rtsultats des elections ont 
reS£t£ l’absence de confiance 
dans les r4gitncs oeddentaux et 
I'dchec de kur introduction dans 
la soci&e patri archaic. Le recours 
ft la religion dtait done Is solution 
la plus «oonfortabk». Cest ainsi 
qne les mouvements islamistes 
ont counu une progression asscz 
marquee et une influence as&ez 
large au sein dn peupk jorda- 


Le parti 


Premier parti & avoir fait son 
apparition en Jordanie, en 1951, 
k parti commurristc fut airssi. 
longtemps, k seal parti bien 
organise, autour d’un programme 
prtds destine essentielkment fa 
iddamer ks liberies pour le peu- 
pk jordanien. D avait poor objec- 
tif d ’adopter de nonvelles strate- 
gies economiques, ainsi que cfan- 
nuler le traite britannico- 
jordanien et d’obtenir l’arabtsa- 
tion de l'annee. 

Au ddbut, le parti n’dtait pas 
kgxl, mais 3 a continue fa fonc- 
tionner de manifare semi- 
pubfique, pubtiant ses prop re s 
joumaux et magazines. En 1957, 
k parti commnniste ainsi que les 
forces national es ont counu une 
peri ode de persecution et d'op- 
presshM total es. 

A present, les objectifs ddfen- 
dus par k parti sont associds anx 
Ubertes- demoaxtiques pour k 
people 'et visent fa trouver une 
solution fa la arise econoarique 
actneOe. Le parti entretient des 
relations de cooperation avec 
routes ks forces et tous les partis 
politiques du pays, amti qu’avec 
ks antres partis comnmnistes, 
arabes et non arabes. 

Le parti baath 

En 1955, ce parti fut legalise 
par une decision du tribunal de 
justice, aprfes trois ans de deman- 
de. D a continue fa fbnetionner 
publiquement jusqu’fa la proc- 
lamation <f une decision gotrver- 
nementak de dissoudre tous ks 


Le mouvement des frfares 
mosulmans a txt £tabU origjnefle- 
ment en 1928 par Hassan al- 
Bauna en Egypte- B s’est ensuize 
repanda dans plusieurs pays 
arabes. notamment en Jordanie, 
fa partir de l'annee 1945. Abdnta- 
tif Abu Qurab a dtd k premier 
chef de ce mouvement jusqu'fa 
l'asnde 1953 oi« il fut rempLacd 
par Mohammed Abdul Rahman 
Khahfeb ea 1954. 

Bien que les leaders de ce 
mouvement prdtendent avoir subi 
plusieurs tentatives d'oppresgon 
et d’emprisonnement. ce mouve- 
ment a reqa 1'appui du roi Abdal- 
lah ex il a continue a foncriooner 
malgrt la dddsion de 2957 de 
dissoudre les partis politiques. 

Les frfares musolmans en Jor- 
danie amsidfarent kur mouve- 
mem commc une partie indivisa- 
bk d’un mouvement islamiste qui 
coznprend tous les pays arabes et 
islamignes. Ds entretieanent des 
relations de collaboration et de 
soutien, qu’efles soient economi- 
ques, politiques ou autres. avec 
toutes les organisations islamistes 
fa rdtranger. 


Emergeant du front popclaire 

pour la hbdratkMi dc la Palestine 
(FPLP), cette organisation a tt£ 
fondde suite anx 6v£nements de 
1967 qui rdvdkrent une ambi- 
gmte entre Taction palestmien nc 
et celk de la Jordanie. Son but 
dtait prdebement de faire renaitre 
la coflaborabon 


i com pork un projet de 
programme politique portant sur 
ks diffdr ents change ments et les 
probtemes jordaniens depuis les 
annfaes 1970, spedakment en ce 
qui concerne les relations 
pakstino-jordamennes. 

Lc pord arabe ckmocradqne 

Ce parti est eonfonne fa la 
peus6e arabe naoonale qui est 
erfas proche de ceUe du para baatb 
arabe common iste- Son leader 
coosidfare que la rkccssik de 
former ce parti est apparue en 
1961 apris la separation entre 
1’Egypte et la Sync. 

Ses objcctife se concemrent sur 
la realisation dc Tanixd arabe, de 
Pigalit6 sodale. de la democratic 
et de la liberation totalc dc tous 
ks teiritoires occupes dans !e 
monde arabe. U issiste aussi sur 
la dimension spuituelle et mod- 
de la sodete arabe. 


deux I* 


L’id£e de former ce parti s'esz 
cristalisAe dans les anrvks 1970. 
Jamal al-Shaer fonda ce tsouve- 
mem sur les prindpes da retonr fa 
la vie parkmentaire et de la 
conformity de la pcas6c nanooak 
fa l*id6e de Tunitd arabe. 

Ce parti co m prend presque 200 
adherents qui sont prindpale- 
ment des professeuzs, des fonc- 
tionnaires et quclques avocats et 


Le frost ooMkuti om sel 


Ct66 au ddbut de l’annde 1952 
fa Jerusalem, ce parti a dtd le 
rdsuhat d'une sission au sein du 
mouvement des fr fares musul- 
mans dont k leader fut Taqii 
Eddin al-Nabahani. Sa demande 
de legalisation fut refusde par le 


sous le motif que son programme 
drait coutraire fa la constitution 
jordanienne. 

Les prindpes de ce parti se 
conferment essentiellement fa la 
religion slazmque. Ds conskkrenf 
que k chef de I’Etat doit dtre din 
par les dioyens. Dfas krs qu’Ss 
accfadent au pouvoir, ils consadfe- 
rent ndeessedre (fappliquer les 
lois islamignes (sharia) dans la 
sod dtd, dtablissant ainsi I’Etat 


de ce parti remonte 
fa Tannde 1975. Un de ses buts 
prindpaux idside dans la ndeessi- 
td de respecter la conshution 
jordanienne et de mener des 
efforts pour que les pays <TA<- 
Sttam (la grande Syrie), dont la 
Jordanie fait partic, soient unis 
comme une prdface fa Tunitd 
arabe totak. 

Le parti affinne aussi la ndoes- 
sitd d’app liquet la ddtnocratie, 
ainsi que la prdservation de 
I’identitd paiestinienne et celfe du 
peupk jordanien. Ds reconn ais- 
sent cqpendant qne les deux na- 
tions partagent ks mcmes re- 
sponsabilitds et les mdmes droits. 

Le parti progresstste Jordanks 

Son projet de prog ram me poli- 


Le parti da people ddtaocratique 
Jor dan fen 

Ce parti dmane en jofllet 1989 
de 1’Organisation du Front 
Ddmocratique en Jordanie en 
taut que parti inddpendant suite 
anx dvdnements d’avril 1989. A 
Forigme, ce front avait dtd fondd, 
en 1974, dans le but d’dtaUir la 
Jordanie rationale ddmocratique. 


publics en jmllet 1990. La piupan 
de ses leaders et de ses adbdrents 
sont cTandens membres du parti 
commnniste jordanien. Ce parti 
appartient au groupc des partis 
de gauche. 

Les prindpaux buts de ce parti 
sont la ddtnocratie, la libd ration 
totale de la ddpendance, la con- 
stitution d’une dconomie 
■rationale, la latte contre le 
sionisme, l’impdrialistne e: 
Tachfavement de Tnxritd arabe 
totak sur des bases ddtnocrati- 
ques, ah» que la cohabitation 
padfiqoe, le ddsarmement et 
l’achfavement de la 
(fiak. 


En juilkr 2990, ce mouvement 
a pubiid uc communiqud dont ks 
principcs sont la libend, la 
ddmoanatie, I’dquitd sodale et 
Tumid arabe. 

Les propositions de ce mou ve- 
in cut portent sunout sur la con- 
struction d'une dconomie 
national e inddpendante; la satis- 
faction des interets maid tie Is et 
spin rue Is des jeunes; la mise en 
place d’une politique pddagogi- 
que rationale et ddmocratique en 
vue de rdels progrfas dcooomi- 
ques; T assurance de la libend et 
de I'dgalitd de la femme dans la 
socadtd; et !e soutien au peupk 
palestinien sous 1’dgide de l’OLP, 
son seal reprdsentant Idgrtime. 

Le moBumtst de scuvegarde 

Etebli en avril 1990, ce parti 
estime avoir pour but d'dtablir un 
mouvement arabe islamiste et 
camkariant (jihadiyyah) fondd 
sur la pensde islamique. Ses ob- 
jectifs sont la realisation de 1’in- 
ddpendanoe. la fin de la domina- 
tion dtrangfare, la construction 
d'une armde forte, le soutien fa 
I Intifada paiestinienne, T ame- 
lioration des chances de travail 
pour c fa aque individu, la gratuitd 
de 1'dducation et du trahement 
mdfical, la garantie des droits 
kgjtimes des femmes et la sauve- 
garde de l’enfance et de la vieil- 
iesse. 

Restent encore d'autres partis 
qui prezment forme cette anode 
ou sont en voie de constitution, 
mais qui ne sont pas encore 
rdellement cristalisds. Ces partis 
seront officiellement Idgalisds 
aprfas I'adoption de la charte 
nationale. 

Saeda KBani 


L'essemiel des informations con- 
tenses dans cet article sont extraitres 
de dossier spddal sur «les par t i s 
politiques jordaniens* de ia revue en 
arabe «A1-Urduii AHadicL (La Jor- 
danie DooveOe). dent nous avons 
sagaaid la pzrution dans notre mimdro 
du 25 DOvembre dernier. 


Stations p6pini6res jordaniennes 





Mardi dernier, les minfatres de rAgriadtnre et de to 
J^messe jordaniens, MM. Suletoan Arabiystet 
fthahnhdwhj vtsttahut en compagnie de r 
de France fa Amman, M- Denis Banchard, les 
p^pinikes dn goovernenraol anx environs de TsSefa. 
Chaqne anxrte, l’ensembie de ces sta t ions jor dantomes 
prodxnsent plus d’un mHHonK d’arfares frnitien, tabs et 
edap tfs an dimat, qui sont vendm bon marefafa anx 
agrtenftenrs da royaame. La France est prfasente dans 
cette initiative en tartt qne principal foarntoenr de plants 
fa greffer et par la presence de deux experts permanents 
an de ragrtcottore, Patrice Caranx et Phflippe 

Ospilal, qui travaflknt sar ces projets. 


dans les fruits fa noyanx ou fa 
pfapms, qai dans ks agromes, 
dans la vigne ou dans ks oKvier. 
Certaines, comme celle de 


tianneQes oasis, ks stations pfapi- 
nifares jordaniennes montrent 
quhm pen de tedonologie suffit 
poor reo dr e le dfasert fertile. 

Quelques lrilomfatres avant 
Tafikh, on qnnte la route da Roi 
poor se finger, sar la droite, vers 
la station de hmna, une des 
{fans impo rt ant es da royaume. 

Lfa, au miheu des sabks et des 
cgntl rwTY, donee hectares de ver- 
dure dense fatalent la cmikuc 
rassurante de la vie, avec par 
endroits des espaces' jaunes ou 
orange qui ttootoent de l’ap- 

pttoche de lTirver. 

Rien de magique dans oette 
abondanoe: juste un pen d*ean, 
des tuyanteries, de Tcngrais, fit 
travail et de la matifare grise. An 
pied de cfaaque arbrissean, un 
tuyau de caoutchouc, vfaritebk 
cordon ombihcal, apporte fa cer- 
timwt hemes de la jonmfae, Tcan 
et ks afiments nfacc s s ai i c s fa sa 
vitaHtfa. Crfafac cn 1987, cette sta- 
tion est oHme nfee par ns puns 
d*envinm 200 mfatres de profon- 
denr, capable de fo umir environ 

36 m3 <Teau fa rheure. Avant 
cTfitre propnlsde dans ks tubes 
tTirngstion, Teas css effriefais 


le sol du (fesert. 
pfichers, abricotier, p o iriera, gre- 
nades, figmers ou amendiers an- 
Taocnt alois nunmuse grface fa nc 
pas s’epanooxr sons le soieil 
jordanien, cTantent que quarante 


oence fa les planter, les 
les taifier, rt rer la term 

La station de Tuwana 


iquement fa la production des 
dif Krent es essences d’ arbre s fa 
fetziDes perastantes qui servent 
an rebovtemezit dn pays, fa un 
rythme de 3.000 hect are s par an. 
Un r^ob e ment fa am£- 

fiorer renvitonnement et fa hitter 
contre l’droskm des sols. 

L’intdrtt de ces stations est 
d*abord tTfapargner anx regions 
agricoles on encombremenz in- 
utik de kurs te r res fertiks par 
des arbres qui n’ont pas encore 
atteint k stede prodnetif . Elies 
p e iio e tte nt anssi de foumir des 
arbres particnlifarcment sains. 
Une des p rin cip aks menaces qui 
pfasent snr ks arbres frnitien, qne 
oe soit en Jordanie on aOkurs, est 


d*entre enx sont rtservds 
culture des plantes 
ksqncOes seront pris les 


est fi- 

Trois 

fa la 


Cenx-ci, qui s’attaquent anx 


vulgaires pnmiers en fruitiera 
lophMqab. Deux antres scc- 
teurs foumissent les portc- 
greffes, tandis que les autres 
accueSknt ks arbres transfrrr- 
m£s, par rotations dc deux ans 
poor laxsser fa la terre k temps dc 
se ieposer. 

Arrives fa quari-maturit6, les 
aibtes sont vendns anx agrical- 
tenrs install £s essentiellement 
dans la valine du Jourdain, unis 
nasi au mud et au sod dn pays. 

Une rfMiM de stations de ce 
type existciit aujomxThai en Jbr- 
duac, qui out produit 1’an der- 
nier tm pen phis de 1,250 milHft n 


meat la quantity et la qualitd de la 

production et peuvent se rtpas- 
dre fa vitesse grand V dam ks 
vergers, en passant d’un arbre fa 
an autre. Isokes dn reste des 
arbres par des lrilomfatres de 
d6scrt sans vegetations, ks sta- 
tions sont fa Tabri de telks epkk- 
mies. Encore faut^l 6viter qne ks 

vires ne sc servent (Tun plant 
imponfa comme (Tun cheval dc 
TYoie pour p6n6trer dans la for- 
teresse et y rtp an dre I’6pid6mie. 

La chose s’est d*a3kon dfajfa pro- 
finite dans k passe avec des 
a rb res imports fa bas prix (Te- 
xportateura pen scrupekxix. Cest 
U raison poor laqueDe, la quasi- 


mftme. Cest la raison pour la- 
qaeOe k mimsefare de I’agricul- 
ture s’dquipe accuelkment d’un 
laboratoire de culture in-vitro 
offert par la France, qui perznet- 
tra trts bientdt de prodaire en 
milieu sefarik des plants indemnes 
de virus poovant fatre introdttits 
s ans risque dans les stations. La 
technique consists fa prendre les 
parties terminal es des plantes dis- 
ponibles et saines, poor les multi- 
plier et les regfnfarer aprfas une 
phase d’observatiou et de con- 
tr6k: on obtient aina phiaenrs 
plantes kkntiqnes fa la p re mi fere 
avec la garantie absohae qu’elles 
sont cxemptes de route maladie. 
De qooi allfager oonsddrabkment 
k dfasfaqmfibre de la balance des 
paieanents et favitex tout risque. 

Le succfas des pfapinifares con- 
doit les autoritfas fa sonhaiter leur 
dfavcloppcoaent. L’an prochain, 
dies prfvoient d’fatcndre la su- 
pexficie de la station de Tuwana 
par cxemple, en ouvrant un 

second pmts qui offrtra un ddrit 
de 66 m3 fa I’beure. Pour amdlior- 
er la rationnalife des anosages, 
dies enyisagent aussi <f installer 
des tensions mfatres sous k sol qui 
mesnreront prtdsfament les be- 
soms de la terre en eau. Avec les 
experts frangais qui sont au coeur 
de tons ces projets, il est anssi 
question d’organiser des stages 
sur la taiUe et Tencretien des 
arbres, ainsi bien sOr que pour 
T utilisation du nouveau labor- 


joanTbui aefaetfas fa des pfpinifares 
frangaiscs qui offrent, elks, une 


Extension des forfats, pfapi- 
nifares dans le dfasert pour alimen- 
ter ks vergers du nord, de 1’ouest 
ct du sod; la Jordanie rever di t 
chaqne annfae (Tavantage. On 
fimt par avoir bflte de ne pas toe 
ddjfa au printemps. 


anx msaffismtunent presents dans 


mottifa d*fizvi cn. Qracuse 
plus ou moms 


qm 


11 reste pourtant qu’on n’est 
jamais mkttx servi qne par soi- 


EN BREF 


Budget. Le mirristre jordanien des Kmmccs. Basse! Jardaneh, a 
prtsentfa dimanche dernier k projet de budget pour 1991, fatabh par 
son nriniszfair , devant la Chambre cks deputes. Cette derokre doit ea 
dfabaztre et k voter avant k ler janvier, dale du ddbut de 1’ann6e 
budgfataire. Ce budget totalise 1,119 milliards de dinan joidankos et 
comporte uo -budget annexe de crises de 120 millions de dinars, 
dcstinfa fa aider TEtat fa feire faoe anx charges suppkmcntaires 
nnposfaes su pays par la crisc da Golfe. M, Jardaneh a infiqnfa qne 
oette crisc a provoqnfa une augmentation du deficit dc la balance des 
paiements atteignam 600 miHions dc dollars, au lieu de la baisse 
prtvue de 250 millions de dollais, en raison notamment de la 
dmainution des exportations qui atteint presque 17 miltfe ™ de 
dollars. Lc mizustre a rckrvfa par contre que les reserves en divises du 
pays seront renfo rofes et par coosfaqueut la ssabQhfa dn dinar 
prfservfae, du fait des aides fi nan cifares fatrangfares qne la Jordanie 
s’apprtte fa recevtnr en taut que pays firectement toucbfa par la arise 
da Golfe, soit 190 arifiions de dollars dont 135 milKnn* avant La fin de 
1’annfae. 

■ 

Kowtifenk. Une d£kgation de per sonn alitfa koweitietmes en exil a 
en <ks entretkos dimanche et liufi dernier avec des firigeasts 
jordaniens, dans k premier contact dn genre depuis 1 ’invasion 
irakknne du Koweit It 2 aoftt. La dfalfagation fatait cosduxte par tm 

hCHnme de lettres kowettien. Ahmad ak-Sakkaf, et compremdt 
randen mmistre d'Etat des Affaires Etrangfares ainsi que deux 
aniciens parlementaires. Le xunnistre jordanien des Affaires 
Etrangfares, Marwan al-Kassem, a exprimfa au cours de sou entretien 
avec ks andens reqioasabks koweitiens, la position du royaume qui, 
dfas k dfabut du conffit, «a prdnfa un rfagkment arabe de la 
prtservant ks intfanfats de la nation arabe et facartam les dangers 
I’interventioa fatrangfare et de la confrontation tmfitacre*. 


de 


Otages. L’Asscmbke Nationale irakienne a vote massivement 
vendredi la liberation de tous les fatrangers retenus en Irak et an 
Koweit. Les premiers bfanfaficunres de cette dfacisioa fataient anendus 
dfas hier chez tux. Tons les otages devront facre transports par des 
vols dTralri-Airways. Scion ks autoritfas irafriennes, ks 2.600 
Oeddentaux et Japonais retenus en Irak et au Koweit devraieot toe 
fibfarts d’id noel. Saddam Hussein a expiiqofa cette mesure ea 
affirmant que les otages avdent achevfa de rempfir leur office en 
dormant fa I Irak k temps de mettre en place sa defense, «qm est 
aujourd’hui suffisante pour rtpoodre fa toute agression*. 

Rtonion. Une rtunion quadripartite qui a regroups manfi sozr fa 
Bagdad k president iralden Hussein, k rot Hnssem de 

Jordanie, le vice-prtsident dn CouseO prtsideatiel yfamtoite Afi 
Salem al-Bead, et k chef de TOLP Yasser Arafat, a sainfa Pamorce du 
dialogue arnfaricano irakkn. Les quatre diri g eant s. qui out proefadfa fa 
des consult a tions ap profonfics snr la simation dans k Golfe, out ea 
outre prtcomsfa un dialogue mter-arabe sur la — 1 — 


I 


Beyrouth. La rfunification de Be y rou th et de ses e n v ir o ns a fat 6 
acbevfac luafi avec k dfapto iemcm de Parade E b mme dans 
Beyrouth-est, qne la orifice chrfatienne des Forces Libanaises (EL) 
avail favaenfa dans la matinfae. Avec 15 jours dc retard snr la date 
prfavue par le gouvernement, le Grand Beyrouth a donefatfa ifaafisfa et 
cette zone de 350 km2, indnznt la caphalc fibanaise et ses banfiettes, 
est dcsormais vidfae des armes lourdes de toutes ks srifices, et 
contr6lfae par Parmfae rfagulifare avec Pappfri des mitAs syrietmes. 
L’avfaoement du Grand Beyrouth a fatfa retardfa en raison des 
exigences des FL, qui oat nfagoafa avec k goavernement la 
rest i t u tions de permanences potitiques dans k quzrtier cfarftien du 
Metn. Ceslocaux avaknt fatfa occupfas par des miBces pro-s y rieanes, 
entrfaes dans cette rfagton dans k sillage des troupes syro^banaises 
qui ont dfafait k gfanfarai Aoun k 13 octobre dernier. 


Triad. Le chef rebeOe Idriss Deby, nouveau prfasident du Tchad, a 
dfadarfa mardi son intention d’fatabhr le moltipartisme dfamocratiqne 
dans son pays qm compte 5,4 millions (fhabitants. LTiomme qui a 
chassfa mercredi Pancien prfasident Hhsein Habrfa aprfas trots 
semaines de hnte a appelfa fa i’tnritfa du pays poor dfafendre son 
intfagritfa terri ferial e. JD avait coutribufa fa I’fatabfissement dTEssein 
Habrfa lots du coflt d’Etat qui avait pernris face dernier de prendre k 
pouvoir en 1982, mais 3 avait rompu avec hril’an dernier pour 
un mouvement rebelle. Selon Hissetn Habrfa et certains offidete 
amfaricams, le chef rebelle aurait bfanfafirifa du soutien de la Libye, ce 
qu’fl me formellement. la Libye a occupfa le nord du Tchad en 1983 et 
1986, indtant la France fa y envoyer ses troupes pour dfa fendr e 
Habrfa. C’est Idriss Deby qui ebassa ks fibyens aprfas une 
de ba tallies en 1987. 


Argentme. Le gouv e rne me nt arg e ntiu , aprfa s avoir affrontfa d nran t 
puts de vingt benres une sfarie de mutineries, a «mwirf dans la mrit 
de lundi fa mardi la reddition de la totalitfa des forces rubefies i 
Buenos Aires et dans Pintfarieur dn pays. Le pifaadeat Carlos 
Menem, qui avait dfacrfatfa 1 ’fatal de sifage aux premifares heures de la 
matinfae die lundi a affirmfa qne' les auteurs de oette t entat i v e de cocp 
d’Etat seraient chAtifas sfavfarement et qne des tribunaux mfli ra ir e * 
avaient commencfa fa fonctionner. Le prfasident arg e ntic qui a 
affrontfa sa pre mi fere nmtmerie depths son arrivfae an pouvoir 3 y a 
dne-hort mois, est k seal chef de I’Etat fa avoir atQisfa -depuis la 
restauration de la dfamocratk en Arge n tine- la fo r ce sans che r chcr fa 
nfagoder comme P avait feit le prfasident Raoul AUonrin qui, fan, a dft 
fedre face en 1987 et 1988 fa quatre mu tiner i es b can co up 


Haiti. Le pfare Jean-Bertrand Aristide, tm des fevoris des 
prfasidentielles du 16 dfacembre p roch ain ea Haiti, dont cinq partisans 
ont fatfa tufas et 54 autres blessfas mercredi soir dans un ittwitu fa 
Pexpkxif fa 1’ issue d’un meeting politique fa Pfationvilk (an sud de la 
eapitek), a demandfa I’arrestation du prin c ipa l dirige an t n6o- 
duvabfariste, k docteur Roger Lafontant. B a fttit cette rfadamalaoD 
en raison des ^menaces contre k secteur dfamocratique* pro ferfacs 
par Lafontant manfi soir, snr une chalne de tfifaviskm de Port- 


Brngtarksh. Des partis d'opposition an Bengladeah out <<*«**<>* 
vendredi la convocation d’un tribunal contre Pex-prfasidenx Hnssem 
Mohammed Ershad qui a rendu sa dfamission jeudL Samefi, des 
groupes de fonctionnaires ant (itrhir rt les port ra its de Pex-prfasideat, 
dont PinstaBation dans k pays avait ootitfa 2 miliiom de dnltarr. 
Auparavant, le prfasideiit avait annonofa qu’3 quhterait k pouvoir 
qumze jours avant les falectkms nationales prfavnes Pan prochain, 
affirmant cfader ainsi anx revenfieatiras de Popposition. D avait 
annonefa en outre que l’fatat d’ur ge nce, import en novembre dernier, 
serah levfa k 16 dfacembre, jour de la ffete nationale du Bangladesh 
marquant Paccesskm de ce pays fa l'indfapendance en 1971. 

Kohl. La coalition chrttienne-libfaraie dirigfae par k cfaanoelier 
Helmut Kohl disposers de 398 des 662 sifeges du nooveaa Bundestag 
aprfas avoir r e m portfa dimanche dernier une trts large majoritfa krs 
da p re mi faxe s faketions gfanfarales de l’Alkmagne uoffifac. La grande 
surprise de ce scrutm, non prfavue par les sondages, a fatfa le manvan 
score du parti facolo-pacifiste des Verts dans Pex-RFAt cn efiet, ks 
Verts, reprfasentfas au Bundestag de Bonn depuis 1983 et qui avaient 
obtenu 8^% en 1987 (51 sifages), n’ont cette fois-d gagnfa que 3£% 
des suffrages. L ‘ o pp o sition social-dfamoerate (SPD) enregistre quant 
fa eBe ses plus matrvais rfasnltazs depuis 1957 avec 33^% des 
suffrages, sent 239 sifages. 

Cummings. L'acteor amfaricain Robert Cummings, qui a joufa sous 
la direction d* Alfred Hitchcock aux cdtfas de Grace Kelly rf*™ «DiaI 
M for murder» (Le crime fatait presque parfait) est dfac6dfa dimanche 
dernier fa 1’fage de 80 ans fa Los Angeles. D avait joufa dans une 
soixaiiiame de films dont «So red the Rose», son premier zdk en 
1935 et une vezskn tfalfavisfae de «Twelve angry men* (12 homines ea 
colfare) qui Ini valtit un Oscar de la tfajfavision. 

BanHettes. Face fa la dfatfarioratioo accfakrfae de la situation dans ks 
banlienes des grandes viUes frangaises, k prfasideiit Frangois Mitter- 
rand a prtseotfa mardi fa Bran (baolkue de Lyon, au centre est de la 
France) un plan global de rehabilitation des hanii^ftg ks plus 
dfasbfaritfacs. Il a ensirite expHcitfa les quatre «prineipes d’action* qui 


animmit ce plan global. D’abord «ooncentrer ks efforts de I’Etat sur 
ks quatre cents quarters les plus dfafavorisfas», ensnite *vefller fa 

organiser la <fiversitfa». puis «fsdre parnciper ks habitants, en 
particulier ks jeunes, fa la renaissance de kur art* et Les mviter fa 
•s’appropricr leur qaartiera, Enfin, prindpe «trts difficile fa mettre 
en oeuvre, parvenir fa afaer des enq^ois» pour ces habitants. 
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«Le mur du saule-pleureur» de Taher al-Adwan 

la vie des Jordaniens dans les 


annees 1950 



i 


Rares sont les ccuvres Kttfer- 
atircs jordaniennes q« fevoqoent 

les moments forts de notre his- 
toire contemporaine. Parmi 
celles-d pourtant, le dernier ro- 
man de Taber al-Adwan intitule 
*Le mur du saule pkru reutv. 
L’auteur y ddcrit la vie de la 
Jordacie et des Jordaniens des 
anuses 1950. Cfitait une pferkxfe 
importante et crudale pour la 
generation qui nous a prfeofedfes. 
La Jordanie venait juste de sortir 
de la premiere c on f rontation avec 
ce qtd sera Israel aprfes 1948. 
L’exode des centaines de odlliers 
de PalcstimeDS, le dfebut de la vie 
politique multipartite, la lutte 
rationale coacre le coknualisme 
britannique et la montfee du 
nationalism arabe. 

LTiistoire se dferoule k Sweileh, 
alors petit village jordanics byb- 
ride. Les peisoonages du roman 
fevoquent chasun une tranche de 
vie sodale et politique jordaflieu- 
ne de Ffepoque. 

Youssef est on offider expulsfe 

de l’anDfee par le chef anglais 


Ghibb 4 cause do courage et du 
patriotisme dont il fait pieuvc au 
corns de la guerre centre les 
siomstes en 1948. II retrouve son 
travail aprfes 1’expulsion du gfenfer- 
al bntamuque, le ler roars 1956. 
0 est plein de nostalgic poor sa 
maisen, en Palestine occopfee. 

Le boulanger, lus anssi, se ren- 
dait en Os jordanie tons les mots 
avec sa femme pour regarder sa 
maison de Tautra cdtfe, cadbfec 
denifere le mur du saule-pleureur 
— d’ob le nom du roman. 

AU est un militant baattnste, 
aux engines bourgeoises, venu de 
Kerak aprfes avoir fait des etudes 
de lettrss 4 I’nniversitfe de 
Damas. D s’efforce de rallier les 
jennes an parti. 

Jaber, e’est 1’fepirier. cbez qui 
les copains se nSunissent pour 
fechanger des informations politi- 
ques et sociales et pour discuter 
de I’actualitfe. 

Farid, institnteur et militant 

conununiste cherche 4 organiser 
les «proIfetaires« dans le parti. 

Les jeoues filies du village. 


PASSEZ-MOJ MON FRANCAIS 


La rubrique de RavJa Romero 


Reponse 


Ave Fla via. 


Tu me de man des de parler de moi. J’ai eevie de te dire 
conuns le Christ «tu ne me chercherais pas si tu ne m'avais 
dfeja trouvfe», tu ne m'ecrirais pas si tu ne me connaissais 
dfeja. Je conqois pourtant qu’aprfes ces neuf longs mois de 
correspondance ta verve s’fepuise faute d'encouragements 
de ma part. Tu as besoin peut-etre de mieux me cerner 
pour a border des th femes plus secrets, adopter un style plus 
direct. 

Je n'ai pas l'habitude de parler de moi, tout au plus 
consignfe-je mes antes de la manifere la plus neutre, voire la 
plus austfere possible, pour pouvoir m’en souvenir et aussi 
pour qu’ils acquiferent plus de rfeaiitfe, une durfee qui soit au 
moins & 1’fechelle de ma vie. Je n’en deman de pas plus, la 
pferfenitfe ne m’intferesse pas mais je refuse d’oublter, de 
perdre la trace de ce qui m’a marqufee. je me raconte pour 
moi, mais la conscience de 1’fegoisme de cet acte me rend 
folle et moo style devient, par rfeaction, par mortification, 
sec et volontairement sans relief. Bref, me raconter me 
rend nerveuse et e’est un bien grand effort que tu me 
deman des. Mais peut-on refuser quelque chose & une si 
fidfele amie? 

Tu me sais vive, dfed dfe e, exigeante, intransigeante. 
passionnfee, inlassablement enrieuse: tout cela est vrai. Tu 
me connais fegalement femme, fragile, rfeveuse, tou jours 
prete 4 cfeder 4 mes penchants nonchalants, doucereux et 
mifevres: cela aussi est vrai comme il est vrai que je ne peux 
supporter que quiconqoe en soit tfemoin. Je n’en suis que 
plus dure, in trai table voire condescendante habituelle- 
ment. Mais ce qui, je crois, te pennettra de mieux-me 
cerner e'est mon exigence d’absolu qui est aussi k I’origine 
de ma quete. 

Dotee de nombreux dons et de plus de richesses qu’Q 
n’en est possible de rfeunir k ton fepoque, je menais k Rome 
une existence que beaucoup m’enviaient. Quelque chose 
pourtant manquait k ma vie. une dimension entifere qui 
do one un sens k tous ces biens, un axe qui permet de 
confferer relief et par 1 L4 mfeme rfeatitfe k notre existence 
terrestre. Ce vide c’fetait le manque d’im plications intimes 
dans ma vie spirituelle. Ne sommes nous pas tous ainsi fails 
que ce que nous avons ne nous suffix pas, qu’il nous faut 
nous dfevelopper, nous amfeliorer, dfecouvrir. N’est-ce pas 
ce bien, cette quete qd nous maintient en vie? 

Quoi qu’iJ en soit, je sentais que ce qd manquait k ma 
vie k Rome, je le trouverais en Orient, 14 ou la lumifere 
sourd du sol et des visages, des mams ouvertes et des occurs 
dans lesquels brule I’amour du prochain. Cette terre qd 
nous rapproche, j'y cherchais le berceau de ce qd est 
humain, de ce qui est bon et grand en nous. Je crois que je 
l’y ai trouvfe. Ou devrais-je plutdt dire que j’y ai c o mpris et 
surtout admis que ce n’est pas ici-bas que je le trouverais? 
Ce pays exceptionnel, je i'ai aizne, je I’ai siilonfe k outxance, 
comme beaucoup de choses que je fais. Je l’ai dfetestfe aussi 
pour la lentsur avec laquelie il se rfevfele, se dfevoile, et 
parce que je n’y ai pas trouvfe la paix que j’esoomptais, la 
sferfenitfe qui me permettrait d’arreter ma course folle, mon 
besoin de me dfeployer dans Tespaoe. Car il s’agissait aussi 
d'une fuite. Vois-tu, il n’est pas possible dans la Rome du 
IV e sifede de vivre sa foi de manifere personnelie. Or mon 
exigence me disart d'ailer au-delfe des fastes naissants de 
I'Egiise. de remonter 4 la source de ma croyance. Tu auras 
compris qu’ outre mon irr e pressible euvie de voir, de 
savoir, de connaitre, de croire aussi, il y avait le besoin de 
m’isoler un peu, d’avoir des idles, voire des croyances. qui 
me soient propres ou du moins soient librement cboisies. 
Tc I" auras compris car tu vis cela chaque jour, mak 
n’oublie pas qu’au moment ou je t’fecris seule la foule a one 
voix. un pouvoir; la puissance ce sont les homines, la 
religion e’est le groupe. Et moi je suis lasse de mon 


En fait je suis seule et ce d’autaut plus que je suis entourfee. 
Seule avec toi pourtant qui me partes et me compreods. Toi 
que je sais intransigeante et fragile, toi qui aurais pu etre 
ma sceur. 

Tu savais tout cela Fla via; tu te savais mais tu avais 
besoin de I’entendre, de te lire de ma main. Cette 
correspondance unilatferale te pfese parfois. Tu as peur de te 
livrer sans contre-partie. ne sommes-nous pas tous sembl- 

abl«? Moi qui suis loin et qui ne risque rien k me dfevoiter. 
t*ai-je tout avoufe? Je te parte de 1’amour et de la vie, deux 
choses dont le Gel m’a abondamment pourvue. 

Dons que mon que mon voyage en Terre Sainte m’a 
appris 4 apprfeder. Mais je ne t’ai par exemple pas dft que 
ce pferiple a fechoce dans ce qui fetait pour moi Tun de ses 
bats les plus importants: la dfecouverte de Hiumilitfe. 
Fla via, jamais encore je n’ai admis cela, pas mfeme en mon 
for intferieur, mais je crois que ma qufete a fetfe vaine: je n’ai 
pas dfecouvert te dessein que Dicu a pour moi et je ne peux 
accepter qu*3 n’en ait point! 


Vale, Flavin! 


_ m . ... MV 

do 4 novembre dernier, intitulfee «Suicfereaienr vfetre>. Efle est 
feente par M. L,, tecteur frangais, qui n’a pas soubaitfe donner plus 
d’infonnarions sur son rdenutfe. 


Ley la et Samira, chcrdbcnt le 
prince cfaanuant ex ffinem avec 
tes jennes bo comes en vue da 
manage. 

Ceux-14 et bien d’autres consti- 
tuent la soctete de Snweileb. 
micro- type de la sodfetfe jorda- 
mennc de l’fepoque. AJ-Dawan 
raconte la vie des gens, tears 
joies, lean peines lenr en* 
tbousiasaie et leur frustration, 
tanr sur tes plans sentimental et 
social que sur les plans poiitiqae 

et militant. Ccst one fresque 
vivante de nos soaveniis et de oos 
ambitions dans ces amtecs-lL Ce 
roman se lit en souplesse, avec 
tendresse et nostalgic. 

L’otuvre d’al-Adwan peux 6tre 
considferfee comme one soxte de 
littferature sodo-historique. A 
travels ce rfedt on rfecapitule cer- 
taines moeurs et traditions 
sodales qui ont presque disparn 
de la vie jordanienne aujour- 
d’hui. A litre d ’exemple, Tfecbop- 
pe du boulanger n’fetait pas un- 
iquement le lieu oil i’on se pro- 
curait le pain, mais aussi un lieu 
de rencontre sodale entre tes 
habitants du village ou du quar- 


ter. L’arrfet de bus ex le bus 
hn-jn£me fetaient encore le lieu 
ob les amo arena pouvaient 
s’fechangcr des remands et ofe Ton 
pouvait faire des rencontr e s in- 
habitoeDes. Enfin, les pages oil 


d’opposition de gauche felu 
dferoocraaquemeat dam touts 
l’bostoire politique de la Jorda- 
zbq). On comprend mal comment 


rinstaBation de la radio dans te 
village poor la pnanifere frxs soot 
4 la fois amosants et significa- 
thu. Cest Foccaskm de faire la 
ffete. La radio boulcverse tes 
id6es et tes conceptions des vil- 
lageois dans les domaines politi- 
ques et cuhnrels. Cest 1’fepoque 


ques gagneat da terrain, 
Nfeanmoins, maigrfe les vio- 
toires, on sent te ton de razner- 
tome monter an fil des pages. 
4iLes capitales tombent mais te 

roar (du saule-ple u re ur ) re$te>. 
alhskm sans doute k la persist- 
ancc do danger skmiste. 

Pourtant on dfefrnt jakune te 
roman: fanteur <aaa te» par de- 
ssos un ebapitre i mp ortant de 
cette fepoque: l’anmilation du 

mats 3957) et le gouveraeroent 
Naboisi (unique gooveniemeut 


pticatkm est pent-fetre dans le fait 
quo 1’asteur a acbevfe son oeuvre 
en ffevricr 1969, deux mois avant 
tes fevfenemeats (Tavril, qui out 
maxqufe le 6&NS. de la tibferabsa- 
tkM dans le pays. H est probable 
que si al-Advran avait attr.ndu un. 
peu, 3 aurait ecrit on roman plus 
flOmpiCL 

Mais cette lacsme —mfeme si 
elle est nxqwrtame — ne dimiuu c 
pas La vate&r de cc nouveau ro- 


Rappelons enfin qse oehn-d a 
fetfe prfecfedfe en 1987 (Tun premier 
roman de Tanteur, <le visage do 
te mp s*, consaafe k la vie des 
Jordaniens dans tes annfees 1940. 


«Ha'« aLSo&a&» (Le mar du mde 
pteazeur) de Taber Al-Adwan, aux 


1990). 


Auteur du premier vol ^ moteur 

Qui etait Clement 


9 octobre 1890. Dans le pare du 
chSteau d’Annainvilliers, prop- 
rtetfe des banquets Pereire. situfe 
k proximitfe de Paris en Seine et 
Marne, queiques arbres ont fetfe 
abattus. Une sorte de piste en 
terre battue a aussi fetfe axnena- 
gfee: unite droit c, deux cents 
mitres de long- U est pzfes de 16 
heures: la jourofee a fetfe belie, tm 
peu froide, sans vent. 

A 1’une des extrfemitfes one 
dr6le de machine: une sorte de 
cage en bamboos montfee sur des 
roues de bicydette et proLongfee 
de chaque ofetfe par une sorts 
(Taiie nervurfee tout i fait sembl- 
able k celle des ebauves-souris. 
On entent te hatetement d'une 
machine k vapeur et on sent te 
souffle de la grande hii ice qu’eSe 
entraine. Une douzaine d'hom- 
mes s’acnvcnr autour de Pen gin. 
ch argent k refus la diaudifere de 
briquettes de ebarbon. - 

Qfement Ader, te visage tendu. 
s’installe entre les ailes: ce matin 
et cet aprfes-midi mfeme cette 
machine qu*3 a baptisdc «Eote» a 
fait plusieurs allen-retours sur la 
piste, ioulanc de plus en plus vite 
mais sans qu'il ose donner touts 
la puissance (12 CV). Et 3 a eu 
plusieurs fois Timpression que... 

Mais cette fois, U cfaaudtere 
ronfle, la pression est au max- 
imum et 3 a bien 1* intention de ’ 
«tout 14cber». Les assistants re- 
tieunent i’engin, contrariam ref- 
fort de llifetire qui temree de plus 
en phis vite, puis, sur un signe 
cTAder, l&cbent tout... L’Eole 
route, ses ailes battest Vair... et 
tout va trfes vite: gauchement, 
maladroitement, cette ma™ de 
280 kg se soulfeve et les roues 
quittent te sol... 


Sant de pace 


Treize ans avant tes exploits des 
frferes WrigbL Tout cela restera 
secret, trts secret: secret mfli- 
taire. 

Qfement Ader et nfe en 1841 i 
Mures (Haute Garonne). Trfes 
doufe intellectuellement. trfes 
adroit de ses mains, 3 avait eu 
accfes dfes son plus jeune ige aux 
choses de la mfecanique par son 
oontexte faroflial. 11 ne^ut une 
solide formation tfingfenieur qn'3 
ne cessa d’amfeliorer sa vie 
durant; complfetfee par tm sens de 
I’observation aigu, elle dfeboucha 
sur une exoeptio mi eHc carrifere 
d'inventeur dans les domaines les 
plus varifes. 

Dfes I ’4ge de 15 ans, 3 met au 
point une sorte de corobmaison 
d'«bomme-oiseau» qu’il endosse 
pour tenter de planer entre tes 
montagnes proebes du domicile 
paterae): 0 recommit d’ailteurs 
qu’il eut de «beltes frayeuzs*... 
En IS55 3 imagine de cerder de 
caoutchouc tes roues des tout- 
premiers vfelodpfedes et fonde la 
marque fort rfeputfee «Le Vfeloco 
qui, pendant des annfees, fourniia 
1’ argent nfecessaire k ses reeber- 
cbes. H s’ineferesse k tout et, pfele 
mele, jnvente one machine k re- 
lever tes ra3s de chemin de fer, la 
cbemlte pour vfebicules, amfeb'ore 
te moteur fetectriqne, dfecouvre la 
st fe rfeophbnie, rhydrogtisseur im- 
agine te moteur k explosions en 
«V» et, de 14, on vfebicute k 
moteur qu’il r ep rendr a plus tazd 
en erfeant une firme d'automo- 
biks (moteur 4 cylindres en «V»), 
etc. 

ParaOfetexnent 4 ses antres tra- 
vaux, 3 slntferessa pasaonnfement 
an vol des onseanx et nous possfe- 
dons des centaines de desrins ou 
3 asalysait te profil, les ailes, etc. , 
non pas en onuthologQe, mais en 


Oh, cela n’ira pas trfes loin, m 
trfes haul: 40 4 50 ceutimfetres 
d’altrtude et une croquantaine de 
mfetres en longueur! Mais 3 s’agit 
bien du premier vol au monde 
d’un engin volant 4 moteur. 


Tout 4 dfecouvrir 


Ex 

t&toi 

volb 


amsi qu’apifes maints 
its nous en anivons an 
ne du 9 octobre. Tout 
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etait 4 dfecouvrir, y compris les 
notions les plus rudiinentaires du 
pilotage A preuve: 3 recom- 

mence en septembre 1891 avec te 
mexne «Eok>, intact aprfes son 
pre nu er vol. Mais ce deuxteme 
vol d’une cental ne de mfetres esc 
interrompu par un obstacle qu’il 
ne peut ou ne sail feviter. Pour- 
tant, 3 tient 4 son idfee. s’acbame 
sur ses plans et rfeusat 4 intfeiesser 
tes mflh aires qui lui donoent un 
appoi financier (D avait dfepensfe 
plus de 600.000F) et ofGdel. 

Cest alors qu’il erfee te mot 
«avion» et l'avion No 3, 
bunotemr, vote sur prfes de 400 
mfetres en 1897. Alors, la politi- 
que et P Ad ministration s’en 
mfelant, PE tat retire son aide et 
Ader renonce 4 pouzsarvre senl. 
Le secret militairc ayant pteine- 
ment jonfe, I'ccuvre et les realisa- 
tions aferonantiques de Qfement 
Ader resteiout pendant plus de 
15 ans ccnmues (tes seuis «omtifes». 

En 1908, alors qu’fl sait que la 
relfeve est assnrfee aprfes tes vote 
de Santos-Dumont, de Feber, de 
Blferiot..., tl publie on tivre 
propbfetique: «L’ aviation mUI- 
taire», oil tout ce qu’fl prfedit se 
ifealisera. etaura une grande mfiu- 
ence, alors qu’fl n’existe encore 
aucun avion -4 Pinventaire 
d’ancune arm fee . La justesse de 
ses vnes hri vandra d’fetre convert 
d’bonnems aprfes la guerre de 
1914-1918. Cet bomme gfenial, ce 
prfecurseur qui rfeussiz te premier 
vol bistorique d’un «p)os lourd 
que Pair*, mourut te 3 mai 192S. 

Plusieurs cferfe monies ofEkaenes 
commfemoreront cette annfee la 
date historique du pr emi er vol 4 
moteur. Mais Pinitiatzve la plus 
entbousxasmante est celle des 
trois dermferes promotions de la 
cfetebre Ecole Centrate, dont tes 
feteves ont rfealisfe one reproduc- 
tion exacte en vraie grandeur de 
P«Eote>, avec la que lie ils espfe- 
rent bien traverser la Manche. 
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Pour tear part, tes for esticn ont fait pen 
dfevoiter les myst feres de cette foxfet. De 
pdycopifees exiwqiient abondamment la fin 
entre PAIkmagne et la Jordanie, cxpfiquem 
pans i swam uaemre ct socntmcjiic et a 
res te 4 faire poor que la ftwfet soit fetudife 
revanche, les questions du spectateur rest) 
Partant des pl^Kos, on pent s%itenoger 
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et cenx qm se ticoncnt 4 Ffecart, en c h a mp onvert. Lesqtreh 
sont-fls, pourquoi? 

Les fore sti em out prati quem e n t ignorfe te probteroe des 
dfe sa stre s natnrete et n’ont pas prfitfe- attention 4 la gfeo gtaphi e 
bmnaine. Sur certames photos, on temaique tes traces d’un feu 
forestier. Comment s’est-3 prodmt, quelle est sa fooction d an s 
Pfecologte de cette r^km dfesertique? Itee photo d*tm anden 
prcaoir 4 olives tfemoigne du passfe oublife de ce terrain. Quel 
fetait-il? Et quel est te ra pp ort de l’ancaen viflage do Dana (trois 
photos) 4 cette fbrftt? 

(finfonnatkm sobdes) est 
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ment des photos est pfete-mfete, sans logiqoe sden ti fi qa e ou 
es&fetiqne. By avait pourtant des posmbffitfest les photos <h» lever 
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Gulf crisis inflicts massive economic damage on Jordan 
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By Ralph Dmnhebaer 

AMMAN — Talk with the 
Ordinary Jordanian or with 
some of the country’s leading 
economists and the view ex- 
pressed is the same: their na- 
tion has suffered more from 
the fallout of the Gulf crisis 

than any other but Kuwait 
itsetf- 

They cite a wide spectrum of 
economic damage, from loss of 
export markets and a sharp 
faUoff in t ouri st trade to the 
staggering costs erf caning for 
the flow of evacuees fr om 
Kuwait and endangered a ceres 
to the oil thax keeps a modem 

society running. 

Many blame their problems, 
at least in part, on what they 
see as unfair treatment by the 
nations allied against Iraq — — 
dfacriim^tfoi that they say is 
based on almstaken belief 
£ J rdan’s moderate approach 
reflects official as well as popu- 
lar support for Iraq. 

The views expressed by the 
typical worker in businesses 
^ that rely on a suddenly absent 
flow of viators are personalty- 


oriented and direct. 

A taxi driver needs a little 
imcouragement to tdl his trem- 
bles to a passenger. “I have 
.been working since six this 
morning, for almost four 
hours,” he says, “and X have 
made three dinars.** 

He points at his gasoline 
gauge. “Now I need three di- 
nars in petrol,” he says. 


motion towards xbc boulevard 
ahead. “Look, it is like Friday. 
You see nobody.” 

A small shopkeeper com- 
plains to a visitor that be cannot 
make it, doe to early dosing 
hours imposed by the govern- 
ment in order to conserve fuel. 

A desk derk at the Amman 
International Hotel, near the 
university, has a similar story. 
The hotel’s occupancy rate is 
now 17 per cent, compared 
with the nearly 100 per cent 
rate normal at this season, he 
says. 

Even that is an improve- 
ment. For August the hotel 
bad been IS per cent over- 
booked in advance; when the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait Au- 


gust 2 raised the threat of a 
broader conflict, cancellations 
swiftly brought business to a 
total standstill. 

“This has really done terri- 
ble things to our country,” be 
says, especially at first when 
“no one wanted to come 
here.*' Still, he says, “You 
must live. You must survive. 
Yon cannot sit and do no- 
thing.” 

The economists provide the 
figures u> put the situation into 
broader perspective. 

Basum- Saket has served as 
minister of agriculture and 
secretary general of the royal 
court. Now be is chairman erf a 
public-private joint venture 
that operates two major ce- 
ment factories. 

Saket flatly declares Jordan 
“second after Kuwait in terms 
of economic losses and mate- 
rial suffering” from the Gulf 


Citing government figures 
that put the total projected 
full-year cost to Jordan at 
$3,200 to 4,200 millkm, he says 
even those n ambers are under- 
estimates because they reflect 


Only static losses. 

While the reduced value of 
exp or ts may show up as $300 
million, he says, that ignores 
""the dynamics of the figures” 
— aspects tike the decline in 
potential jobs that are associ- 
ated with the lost trade oppor- 
tunity. 

The reentry into the country 
of many Jordanians who had 
been working in Kuwait also 
carries with it costs that have 

not been fully accounted for, 
S a ket says — including a cur- 
tailed flow of remittances into 
the country, the need to find 
jobs for the returnees and in-* 
creased pressure on services 
tike health and education. 

AH this is heaped upon major 
losses to the country’s small 
business trucking operators, 
staggering increases in insur- 
ance rates and problems re- 
lated to Jordan’s almost total 
reliance on Iraq^ for oil, be 
says. 

Saket insists that Jordan has 
not received proper credit for 
complying with United 
Nations-ordered sanctions 
against trade with Iraq, not- 


withstanding the massive prob- 
lems that compliance creates. 
As a result, he says, compensa- 
tion for the massive losses has 
been slow in coming. 

Another businessmar:- 
economist, one with close ties 
to the present government, 
strikes a similar theme. 

The man, who asks that his 
name not be used, says Jordan 
has fared far worse in terms of 
allied reimbursement for losses 
than anyone else, despite a 
higher level of suffering that 
the sanctions impose. 

While gross monetary losses 
may be on a par with those 
incurred by the other frontline 
states — Egypt and Turkey, he 
says — those nations can 
spread the effect over a far 
larger population. They each 
have some SO million people 
while Jordan numbers only 3 to 
3.S million, be says. Thus, he 
notes, the losses amount to 
perhaps 4 to 6 per oea: of the 
gross national product (GNP) 
to Egypt and Turkey, but a 
staggering 30 to 50 per cent cf 
Jordan’s GNP. 

He readily identifies what 


be secs as the problem: while 
the government has been clear 
in rejecting the Iraqi invasion 
and annexation of Kuwait, it 
has consistently pushed for a 
diplomatic solution and 
opposed the buildup of outside 
forces in the region. 

At the same time, elements 
of the press and public have 
been vocal in their su pport of 
Iraqi President Hus- 

sein. douding the fact chat a 
“silent majority” backs the 
government. 

The result, he says, is that 
“people outside Jordan con- 
fuse what the press and the 
man in the street say” with the 
official position of the govern- 
ment. 

Thus help has been 'slow in 
coming, be says, noting that 
only 17 million dollars has 
been compensated of some 
$1,500 million in de monstr able 
losses so far — though another 
5150-190 million is expected 
shortly from Japan and Ger- 
many. 

Like Saket, be voices con- 
cern that failure to address 
Jordan’s needs could eventual- 


ly undermine the government’s 
stand. 

“If there is a serious econo- 
mic crisis in Jordan, then the 
man in the street will look at 
the government and say, why 
should you implement sanc- 
tions any more? 

“The farmer in the Jordan 
Valley who is going bankrupt 
because be can’t sell his toma- 
toes to Iraq will say. Why 
should I continue to see my 
tomatoes roc? I’m going to 
break the sanctions’,” be says. 

Jawad Anani, a consulting 
economist who formerly held 
posts as minister of supply, of 
labour, and of industry and 
trade, says the econ om ic crisis 
could not have come at a worse 
time. 

He notes that Jordan, 
already suffering from dedin- 
ing foreign exchange earnings, 
price increases and escalating 
unemployment, was in the 
midst of implementing an 
adjustment plan worked out 
with the World Bank and In- 
ternational Monetary Fund. 

“In the first half of tins year, 
we thought we were malting 


it,” Anani says. “The inflation 
rate dropped from 25 per cent 
in 1989 to 12 per cent, and we 
hoped for 1.5 per cent real 
growth in GNP compared with 
a minus 1 to 2 per cent the 
year before.” 

But continued improvement 
depended on growth in ex- 
ports, on further receipt of 
some 5500 million a year in aid 
from Gulf countries, on in- 
creasing remittances from 
Jordanian workers abroad. 
“When the Gulf crisis erupted, 
all these were threatened,” he 

says. 

Still, Anani is cautiously 
optimistic. 

“I would make a bet on the 
fact that war would not 
place, there is ample room for 
negotiation,” he says. And if 
there is no war, he says, “I am 
oat worried about the Jorda- 
nian economy.” 

Even if a resolution came 
quickly, Anani acknowledges, 
“we will spend at least two 
years trying to convalesce." 
But after that, be says, steady 
improvement could be ex- 
pected — U.S. Information 
Agency. 


U.S. unemployment rises, 
interest rates fall 
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WASHINGTON (R) - A big 
jump in U.S. unemployment in 
November triggered interest rate 
cuts by the Federal Reserve and 
■ several banks as fears intensified 
that the economy was sinking into 
recession. 

The Department of Labour 
said on Friday the jobless rate 
rose to 5.9 per cent in November 
from 5.7 in October. Job num- 
bers fell 267,000 in November 
after a 178,000 October drop. 

“We have not seen consecutive 
job losses of this magnitude since 
the end of 1982," the trough of 
the last recession, Janet Nor- 
wood, commissioner of the 
'Bureau of Labour Statistics, told 
the joint economic committee of 
Congress on Friday. 

Economists said the data 
showed the economy had entered 
into recession, usually defined as 
six months rfjkdimag 


activity. Many believe the eco- such moves have been delayed by 
nomy was contracting during the the poor environment for I end- 
final three months of the year, ing, which has cut into bank 
Following release of the earnings. 

labour Department report, the _ . . t . . 

Federal Reserve — the U.S. cen- Some economists said the jobs 

tral bank- moved to ease in- **■«“ » **** 

terest rates slightly. FedcnU I ^ rvc 

The Federal Reserve signalled a bo,der KC P to 

it federal «onomy and lower its discount 

funds ate, the interest banks A* mterea the central bank 

charge each other for overnight ch “* es otl ovemi S hc Ioans » 
loans, to 7.25 per cent from 7.5 
per cent, by injecting money into 
the banking system. 

Two U.S. banks responded to 


banks. 

“These numbers are so severe 
the Fed has to take dramatic 
action," said Paul Lally, econom- 





the jobs data by cutting the prime fat at Citicorp Investment F»nV 
lending rate charged to the best Along with other economists he 
customers to 9.75 per cent from expects the central bank to lower 
10 per cent effective on Monday, the discount rate to 6.5 per cent 
The prime rate is used as a from seven per cent, 
benchmark to set many business It would be the first discount 
and consumer loans. . * rate change February 24, 

More banks are expected to 1989, when it was raised to 7.0 
. with prince rate^ cuts , bv3 -per cent Jrom: .6.5^ : . . : 
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OTTAWA (R) — Canada’s un- 
employment rate rose to its high- 
est level in more than three years 
i in November as manufacturing 
I jobs withered in the face of reces- 
f son, a government agency re- 
j ported on Friday. 

I Statistics Canada said unem- 
’ ployinent rose to 9.1 per cent in 
-November from 8.8 per cent in 
.October, continuing a sharp up- 
ward trend underway since the 
spring. 

I Prune Minister Brian Mul- 
t roney, under attack in the bouse 
/ of commons from opposition par- 
r ties, pledged to work for lower 
l interest rates to Itickstart Cana- 
da's stalled economy. 

“We are going through a 
period, along with others, of eco- 
nomic difficulty, we recognise 
that,” Mulroney told parliament. 
“And we are seeking to bring 


about lower interest rates to re- 
eaergfae the economy to make 
sure we go through another 
period of impressive economic 
growth.” 

After seven years of expansion, 
the government reported last 
week that the rwmtian eoonomy 
contracted in the July to Septem- 
ber period for the second con- 
secutive quarterly decline — the 
generally accepted definition of a 


Gross domestic product de- 
clined at an anmiaiisari rate, after 
taking inflation into account, of 

1.0 per cent in the third quarter 
after a second-quarter decline of 
1.2 per cent. 

In November there were 

1.246.000 unemployed across 
Canada, up 36,000 from the pre- 
vious mouth. 


The agency said goods- 
produdng industries trimmed 
payrolls because of sharp declines 
in manufacturing and construc- 
tion. 

“All across this country we see 
the price Ganattiarx are paying 
for the economic mismanagement 
of this g o ve rnm ent,” parliamen- 
tary Liberal leader Herb Grey 
charged. 

Layoffs in the thousands and a 
string of plant closures have been 
announced in recent weeks in the 
vehicle industry and other manu- 
facturing sectors. 

The state-funded Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp announced 
earlier this week it was laying off 
1,100 people and dosing televi- 
sion stations because of a drop in 
government subsidies and adver- 
tising revenue. 


Germany 

cancels 

Ethiopia’s 

debt 

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia (AP) 

— Germany has cancelled 
Ethiopia's debt of 570 million and 
granted the poor Horn of Africa 
nation a 530 million grant, the 
Ethiopian news agency reported 
Saturday. 

The agency said the debt 
relief and the grant were 
announced in Addis Ababa on 
Friday during a visit by Seigfrieid 
Lengl, the secretary of state in 
the German federal ministr y of 
economic cooperation. 

The news agency said the debt 
relief “vividly manifests the com- 
mitment and initiative of the gov- 
ernment and people of Germany 
to.jease . the • debt burden of least 
developing countries.” 

- West ''Germany was one of 
Ethiopia's leading donors before 
the military ousted the late 


OAPEC to move to Cairo; 
Egypt calls for economic unity 


CAIRO (R) — Arab oil ministers 
decided Saturday ro shift the 
headquarters of the Organisation 
of Arab Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OAPEC) to Cairo 
from its previous base in Kuwait, 
delegates meeting in Cairo said. 

“The move fa on a temporary 
basis until the reasons for the 
move have been eliminated,” one 
delegate at the organisation's 
annual ministerial meeting told 
Reuters. 

A majority of the 10-country 
organisation has strongly 
opposed Iraq's Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait and insisted on an im- 
mediate and unconditional with- 
drawal. 

It was not immediately dear 
how Iraq, represented at the 
meeting by its ambassador to 
Egypt NabQ Nejim Al Takriti, 
voted on the decision. 

• -OAPEC, based in Kuwait since 


its establishment in 1968, lias 
been virtually paralysed by the 
invasion and its secretary general, 
Abdul Aziz Al Turki of Saudi 
Arabia, has been operating from 
Jeddah. 

OAPEC groups seven OPEC 
members — Saudi Arabia, Iraq, 
Kuwait, the United Arab Emi- 
rates, Qatar, Libya and Algeria 
— with small producers Syria, 
Egypt and Bahrain. 

Kuwait's exiled government 
was represented by its Oil Minis- 
ter Rashid Salem Al Ameeri. 

Egypt calls for unity 

Egypt, playing host to Iraq and 
Kuwait, urged the oil ministers to 
keep divisive views on the Gulf 
crisis from affecting their dream 
of achieving economic unity. 

“Our thoughts are over- 
whelmed by anxiety... over the 
dangers that threaten the future 


of the Arab Nation for long 
years,” Egyptian Oil Munster 
Abdul Hadi Kandeel said at the 
opening session. 

“We have to get out of the 
(Gulf) crisis with minimum losses 
and draw the lessons from the 
mistakes of the past.” 

Iraq’s Ambassador Al Takriti, 
is leading a low-level delegation 
to the annual meeting that would 
discuss how to promote coopera- 
tion in the Arab petroleum indus- 
try. O APEC’s 10 members own 
more than two-thirds of the 
world’s total oD reserves. 

Kandeel, OAPEC president 
since November 1989, steered 
dear of the strong words that 
marked Egypt's condemnation of 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait. 

“The first mistake we should 
avoid is to let political differences 
affect our economic interests,” 
Kandeel told ministers. 


“The Arab peoples have one 
fate and will return to each other 
no matter bow far apart they 
are.” 

Oil, he said, represented the 
most important wealth for the 
Arab Nation and “OAPEC fa the 
lighthouse for the Arab pet- 
roleum industry.” 

“If this light fa put out our ships 
will lose their way in the stormy 
seas of politics.” 

Unlike OPEC, the Arab group 
does not discuss oil prices and 
production policies of its 
member-states, but its meetings 
have often provided an opportun- 
ity for majoT oil producers to 
coordinate policies ahead of 
OPEC conferences. 

The 13-member Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC) fa scheduled to bold 
its biannual meeting in Vienna on 
Wednesday. 


Much more than farming at 


ibm models stake in suspended GATT talks 


hit Gulf 

ABU DHABI (J.T.) — Gulf 
B urines Machines (GBM) has 
announced the availability of the 
latest IBM personal system (PS/ 
2) computers in the Golf region, 
just days after they were laun- 
ched in Europe. 

“These machines deliver a new 
level of computing performance 
and expandability,” says GBM 
General Manager Mustafa Rugi- 
bani. “Because of the design flex- 
ibility built into these models, 
PS/2 customers will be able to 
‘grow’ their systems as their com- 
puting requirements grow, while 
protecting their investment.” 

The new desk-top models, at 
the top end of the PS/2 range, are 
the Mode! 95 XP 486 and the 
Model 90 XP 486 - 


BRUSSELS (R) — The col- 
lapse of four years of negotia- 
tions to liberalise the roles of 
world trade will affect the long- 
term business of untold mil- 
lions of people, from medicine 
men to movie stars, from hair- 
dressers to handkerchief mak- 
ers. 

A dispute over form sub- 
sidies led the negotiators on 
Friday to suspend the most 
ambitious trade talks ret held, 
the so-called Uruguay Round 
of the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 

The European Community 
on one side and the United 
States and form exporters on 
the other could not agree how 
for and how fast to cut sub- 
sidies protecting their produc- 
ers. 

But far more than farm 
handouts was at stake among 
the 2,500 delegates from 107 
countries, who hope to resolve 


the issue next year but see no 
guarantee of success. 

“We all lose big by the failure 
of a successful result of the 
Uruguay Round,” said top 
U.S. negotiator Carla Hills. 

“We were supposed to set 
new roles for the way the world 
will develop over the next 20 to 
30 years,” said Argentina’s 
foreign minister, Domingo 
Cavallo. 

Trade worth 51 trillion a 
year, almost one third of all 
commerce, fa not yet covered 
by GATT, the world trade 
watchdog. 

U.S. bankers complain they 
have trouble setting up shop in 
India. Chinese clothing makers 
want to sell more to the United 
States. Film-makers complain 
of counterfeit videos in Taiwan 
and medicine manufacturers 
say their recipes are copied in 
Brazil. 

Complaints like those 


prompted trading nations to 
launch the Uruguay Round in 
1986. Coon tries from Algeria 
to Zimbabwe all hoped to be- 
nefit from the results. 

Most developing countries 
wanted cuts in the costly form 
programmes of industrialised 
nations, whose subsidised 
over-production robbed them 
of markets, stifled trade and 
cost the world an estimated 
5250 billion a year in lost in- 
come. 

Poorer countries also 
wanted a chance to sell more of 
their goods, especially textiles 
and products like bananas and 
flowers, to cons um ers in rich 
countries. 

Businesses in advanced eco- 
nomies were eager for rules to 
protect the export of services, 
which include banking, insur- 
ance and even hairdressing and 
are worth 5678 billion a year. 


GATT rules never covered 
services, even though they 
account for 60 per cent of 
economic output in industrial- 
ised countries and 50 per cent 
in poor nations. 

International businesses also 
wanted guarantees that they 
would not have to meet unfair 
demands if they invested in 
developing countries. 

Although most countries 
appealed for trade liberalisa- 
tion, the talks reached dead- 
lock over farm subsidies. 
Negotiators said the setback 
has wide economic and politic- 
al implications. 

Brazilian Ambassador 
Rubens Ricupero said exports 
were indispensable for de- 
veloping countries going 
through painful economic 
adjustment. “If we don’t have 
a fair and open trading system, 
we will be left in the cold,” be 
said. 
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UP THE MILITARY 


Show: 3:30, &30, 8 JO p.m. 


First floor of a villa, two bedrooms, spacious sitting room, 
living room, two bathrooms, separate garage, with sepa- 
rate entrance and garden. 

Located on a hill behind Al Ra’i newspaper. Available for 
rent immediately. 

If Interested, please call telephone number 


Cinema Tel: 677420 
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Sylvester Stallone 

LOCK UP 




3 JO, &I5, &3Q, 1030 pjB. 
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FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, dining, sitting room, balcony, 
tel., etc. 5th Circle Jabal Amman. 

Call tel.: 827793 



Show; 1300. 300. 6:15. &30. 10:30 pja. 


Cinema 


NUOUM 


Tel: 675571 


Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 699238 



Kamal Al Shlnnawi, 
Ilham Shahln, Farouq Al 
FIshawJ 

APPOINTMENT 

WITH 

THE PRESIDENT 

Show: 12:30, 330. 6:30, 8:30. 1030 
Friday Sl Sunday extern to 




Nadia Al Jundl & Farouq 
Al Ffshawl 
in 

DEATH SQUAD 


Arabic 


1300. 3:15, 5:15. 7:15. 9:45 pan. 




FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Excellent location in Shmeisani. Very good condition, 2 
bedrooms, sitting room, garden, central heating, ground 
floor, with spacious front yard. 

Please contact Tel: 661040 after 11 ajn. 


•a r - 


GRAND MODERN VILLA FOR RENT 

American-styie, unfurnished villa, consists of two storeys 
and a roof. The ground floor comprises salons, living 
rooms and utilities. 

The first floor consists of 4 bedrooms, bathrooms. The roof 

is a small flat with a separate entrance. The villa is situated 
on a hill overlooking a pleasant view at Al Rawnaq estate 
near the Water Research Centre Laboratories before the 
8th Circle. 

For more Information call TeL: 814473 Amman. 


Honda Accord EX. model 1887, silver colour, full options, 

excellent condition. 

For more information please cell 
Tel: 638458 from (2-6) * after (6) Tel: 632679 


KENWOOD 

Household Electrical 

Appliances 

Irfan Tel: 811170 
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Workers destroy portraits of 


former Bangladeshi president 


DHAKA (R) — Government 
workers destroyed portraits of 
former Bangladesh President 
Hossain Mohammad Ershad 
Saturday as military officials won- 
dered wbax to do with the man 1 
himself. 

Groups of youths broke the 
plaques in two fashionable Dhaka 
promenades named after Ershad, 
who resigned Tuesday after a 
bitter opposition campaign to 
oust him. 

“We must stamp out vestiges of 
a ruthless and despotic military 
ruler,** said Mohammad Nasir, a 
senior official in the Home (In*, 
terior) Ministry. 

“This is essential for our new- 
found democracy,'* he said as he 
trampled a huge portrait of 
Ershad inside the central secre- 
tariat, which reopened Saturday 
after a caretaker government 
took power two days ago. 

Mxrst of the 15,000 employees 
of the secretariat returned to 
work Saturday after five days of 
turmoil that eventually forced 


Ershad to resign and hand over 
power to Chief Justice Shahabud- 
din Ahmad. 

Officials in Dhaka and else- 
where reported that thousands 
pulled portraits of Ershad from 
office walls as work resumed. 

Nasir said the government had 
to spend about $2 million on the 
portraits after Ershad ordered 
they be hung in all offices across 
the country to project him as a 
popular bead of state. 

“That is just one minor inst- 
ance of how he squandered the 
state fund for his own benefit,’’ 
Nasir added. 

Military sources said they were 
in a quandary as to what to do 
with Ershad, who is holed op in 
the official residence of the army 
chief in Dhaka's garrison area. 

Ershad bad lived in the bouse 
since seizing power by toppling 
an elected government in 1982, 
obliging army chiefs to settle for 
more modest quarters. 

“It's a catch-22 situation for 
ns,** said a military official. 


ail 


‘We cannot allow him to leave 
the country in view of the public 
demand for his trial. Neither can 
he be permitted to stay in the 

cantonment with so much of a 
stigma around him.” said the 
official, who asked not to be 
identified. 

Opposition parties have asked 
Ahmad, now head of a caretaker 
government, to put Ershad under 
arrest so he can stand trial for 
what they describe as perpetrat- 
ing a reign of terror. 

“He must not be allowed to run 
away from the law,” said Begum 
Khaleda Z3a, chief of the opposi- 
tion Bangladesh Nationalist Party 

(BNP). 

“We are about to restore 
democracy where accountability 
is the essence,” said Sheikh Haa- 
na, leader of the opposition A wa- 
nd League. 

“And that accountability must 
now start from Ershad. He must 
face trial,” she said. 

Youths destroyed a plaque 


Saturday m 
expensive, tush green prome n ad e 

in Dhaka's Tejgaon district dose 

to the preskfeafs secretariat, and 
another in the Baridhara di- 


Tbe campaign to oast Enfaad 
intensified after he proclaimed a 
state of em er g en cy on Nov. 27 
and imposed strict press cen- 
sorship in a last-ditch attempt to 
s up press opposition. 

Ahmad, who will be the coun- 
try's caretaker president until a 
parliamentary election is bdd 
with™ three months, said he was 
reluctant to deal with Ershad 
because the issue was beyond hb 
auth o ri ty. 

“As far as Z am concerned, my 
job is to restore order and hold 
elections within three months,” 
be said in an interview with the 


“As for the rest of the matter, 
it is for the next government to 
take up,” Ahmad said. 


Only 


one 
E. German 


spy has 
turned 


himself up 


BONN fR) — Germany's chief 
spycatcher has said only one for- 
mer agent for East Germany’s 
foreign espionage network had 
given himself up so far — and he 
emerged from the Bonn counter- 
intelligence agency's own ranks. 

Agency head Gerhard Boeden 
told journalists the only spy to 
confess had been Klaus Kuron. a 
senior official for the Bonn Secret 
Service, and said it would be hard 
to uncover others unless the gov- 
ernment declared at least a par- 
tial amnesty. 

Other spies for the Communist 
stoic, which disappeared on uni- 
fication with West Germany on 
Oct. 3. are apparently still living 
double lives in the hope they will 
not be unmasked, he said. Press 
reports number them in the 
thousands. 

Bonn considered a controver- 
sial law offering a partial amnesty 

law- this summer but said it would 

■ 

not have enough time to prepare 
the draft before unification. 
Boeden said he hoped the new 
parliament elected in all-German 
polls iast Sunday would issue 
some sort of pardon. 

“We’ve only had one agent 
giving himself up. and he was a 
man in our own firm." Boeden 
said. Kuron stunned his superiors 
in October by revealing he had 
worked for East Berlin's Ministry 
of State Security — the hated 
Stasi — for eight years without 
being even suspected. 

Boeden said Kuron only gave 
himself up because he mistakenly 
thought his Cologne-based Office 
for the Protection of the Con- 
stitution would take up his offer 
to work as a “double agent" 
against the Soviet Union. 

About 20 people, several 
named by Kuron. have been 
3restsd since unity. The federal 
prosecutor's office announced the 
arrest of two more suspected 
spies Friday, including one em- 
ployee of the counter-intelligence 
service brunch in Hanover. 

Other agents, paid off by East 
Berim and promised their files 
would never fall into Western 
hands, seen to be more con- 
cerned about unemployment if 
they come forward than they are 
about being uncovered. Boeden 
said. 

“This is the biggest obstacle ... 
they assume nobody from the 
HVA will sing. That’s a mistake. 
ihey’H all be caught. But it will 
take many years and it wilt keep 
opening up old wounds." 

The HVA — the Stasi’s Cen- 
tral Intelligence Administration 
— ran the espionage network 
headed by Markus Wolf, the fugi- 
tive spy master now on the rum 
from a German arrest warrant. 

In the Soviet Communist daily 
Pravda Thursday. Wolf said he 
wanted to go home and that his 
spy work had to cease after a 
conference in Paris last month 
formally ended the cold war. 

About 200 former Stasi em- 
ployees had contacted his office 
to ask about their future if thev 

m 

handed themselves in. but few 
were from the HVA, Boeden 
said. 


Federal investigators have 
arrested 24 people this year for 
espionage, according to Justice 
Ministry figures. 

Boeden said there were now so 
many Stasi files circulating in 
Germany that no spy could be 
sure he would not be uncovered. 

“There is a lot of material 
being offered for sale.” he said, 
admitting his office had paid for 
some files. 


Lithuania asks for direct 


aid to stave off hunger 


TORONTO (R) — The president 
of Lithuania urged the West Fri- 
day to consider giving food aid 
directly to the Baltic republic if 
the Soviet Union carries out its 
threat of another economic 
blockade of the region next year. 

President Vytautas Landsber- 
gis told Toronto’s Lithuanian 
community that the Soviet Union 
bad threatened to stop all essen- 
tial goods going into the state on 
Jan. 1 if it does not sign a 
unification treaty with Moscow. 

“We have been told we will no 
longer be given grain,” Landsber- 
gjs said. 

“Please do not let your aid be 
used as a weapon against us,” he 
added. 

Lithuania declared itself an in- 
dependent nation last March and 
was immediately faced with a 
2Vz-month economic blockade by 
the Soviet Union. It agreed to a 
moratorium on independence 


when the Soviet Union said it 
would begin talks with the repub- 
lic. 

Landsbergis said that since 
then things had taken an alarming 
turn and the Soviet Union had 
threatened violence if Lithuania 
had not signed an aii-umon treaty 
with Moscow. The treaty would 
confirm the Soviet Union's view 
that the Baltic states are subordin- 
ate. 

Landsbergis said there was no 
turning away from the independ- 
ence movement now. 

“The desire to walk outside 
now that the door is half open is 
overwhelming. Even if there was 
a storm raging outside the dearc 
would still be overwhelming.” he 
said. 

Landsbergis was in Canada for 
talks with Prime Minister Brian 
Mu I rone y before flying to meet 
President George Bush this 
weekend. 


S. African 
leaders 


invited to 

■ 

township 

battlefields 


No threat of famine in 


Moscow deputy mayor 


MOSCOW fR) — Moscow’s de- 
puty mayor said Saturday the 
Soviet Union's major dries de- 
sperately needed the food aid 
now flowing from the West but 
the capital did not face famine. 

Sergei Stankevich also said the 
Moscow City Council would cre- 
ate a special commission to pro- 
tect aid for the capital from the 
black market. 

“The food stocks in Moscow 
are enough to guarantee that 
there will not be a situation as in 
Ethiopia,** Stankevich told a 
news conference. “That is why I 
try to avoid terms like famine, 
tivil war and food riots.*' 

Stankevich said the Soviet Un- 
ion's failing economy was the 
main reason for its food crisis. 

“The reasons for the crisis are 
not only corruption and distribu- 
tion. The first and the main 
reason is there is not a normal 
exchange between the agricultu- 
ral and industrial parts of the 
country." he said. “The econo- 
mic mechanisms do not work.” 

Western diplomats and Soviet 
journalists say that outdated 
transport networks, a thriving 
black market and poor attitudes 
to work have also hampered dis- 
tribution of food and consumer 
goods as winter sets in. 

The Communist Party daily 
Pravda said food aid from abroad 
has evoked contradictory feelings 
among Soviet citizens. ' 

“We thank the good people 
abroad for then- unselfish help,** 
wrote commentator Anatoly Kar- 
pichev. 

“But for some reason people 
are not feeling joy m their hearts. 
It's uncomfortable to feel oneself 
playing the role of the starving... 
living in such a rich country but 
suddenly seeming to be on the 
verge of catastrophe.'* 

Moscow has already received 
food totalling more than 200 ton- 
nes from Germany. Italy, the 
United States, Israel and Switzer- 
land, city officials said, and the 
volume is increasing. 

Stankevich said the city council 
would establish a commission of 
volunteers to meet planes loaded 
with goods and monitor the dis- 
tribution of aid to the needy, 
including the elderiy. disabled 
children and poor families. 

The daily Moskovskaya Pravda 
said KGB security police officers, 
deputies from the city council and 
senior officials would inspect pre- 
mises where the food aid is 
stored. 

The KGB has also set up a 
special department to fight eco- 
nomic crime. 

“It is controlling the storage 
and use of imported food as well 
as the arrival of foreign aid,” the 


Soviet News Agency TASS said. 

“Already, a mass of abuses 
have come to light: Theft, mis- 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — The 
South African Council of Chur- 
ches is urging political, religious 
and business leaders to tour black 
townships in an a tempt to stop 
factional fighting in winch more 
than 90 people have been killed 
this week. 

“We believe that Sooth Africa 
as a nation cannot allow this type 
of carnage," said the council's 
general secretary, Frank Chi- 
kane, in a letter sent out Friday 
inviting 70 people to make the 
trip to townships near Johannes- 
burg on Dec. 12. 

Among those asked to visit the 
worst scenes of fighting are Nel- 
son Mandela of the African 
National Congress and chief 
Mangosuthn Buthelea, leader of 
the Zulu-based Tnirafha Freedom 
Party. 

A long-standing fend between 
ANC and Inkatha suppo r ters has 
cost 4,000 lives in four years in 
Zulu areas of Natal province and 
spread in August to the Johan- 
nesburg region where more than 


management, crimes by those in , , . . . . . 

charge and elements of sabot- J ^ C °^ C i 


Tbc council, which groups va- 
rious churches, has also invited 
! leaders of the ANCs radical rival 


age, a KGB colonel told the 
news agency. 

Meanwhile Berlin, brushing , „ 
aside painful memories of a Mos- 1 Afric 3 ™ 51 Congress (PAQ 

cow blockade of the dtv. has i “ ^ “ *** ! uucni5ts 
launched an airlift of relief sm> ! bosmKanen. mdudfog an 


plies to the Soviet Union. 

And in a day full of historical 
irony. Bonn’s Defence Ministry 
said Friday Moscow had agreed 


tree of the gjatit Anglo American 
Co r po ra tion of South Africa. 

Among religious leaders asked 
to join the tour are Anglican 


to let German Armed Forces i 

transport food supplies donated j ^ arris - 

by the state of Lower Saxony. 1 Ambassadors of Western coun- 

A ministry official said the ,«•■«* v « CTan liberal pohtrem 
Soviet Union would allow foe { Hd® Suzman have also been 

German Air Force to fly 60 ton- ! . . . , 

nes of children's food directly to i dtik ane s. letter said: The 

the Russian city of Ivanovo on ' puiposeof the visit is to enable 

| yon to independently assess the 
effects of die violence on the 


Dec. IS and 19. 

Moscow has previously refused 
to let the German military set 
foot on Soviet soil for fear of 
reawakening memories of the 
Nazi invasion in World War II. 

Berlin's relief effort involves 


residents and to gain your own 
insights as to the cause of the 


Members of South Africa's 
white government were 


moving food stockpiles, laid oa A r .. . . . 

after the Red Army blockaded i . Q° Saturday pohee said they 

West Berlin in 1948-1949. to i ““ foa ? ti “* bodics “ 

Soviet citizens who face a harsh j Bekkersdal, west of 

winter of shortages. ! Johannesburg, and two in 

West Berlin survived the Soviet \ ^"eyton. » **»?.“*■ had 

blockade with supplies flown in 


BBC poll 


gives 

Tories 8 


point lead 


by the Western allies in an opera- 
tion that became known as the 
Berlin Airlift. 

A first instalment of Berlin's 
aid. 3.000 tonnes of milk powder 
and medical supplies, was Friday 
loaded onto Soviet army crocks to 
be driven to waiting Soviet Air 
Force planes. 

Former West Berlin's stock- 
pile. worth half a billion marks 
(S330 million) and filling 70,000 
square metres of storage space, 
contains enough to feed 10 
million people for a month, city 
official Gerhard Erbe said. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Vitaly 
Shelezniak. commander of the 
42-cruck Soviet convoy, said; 


to death. 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s ruling 
Conservatives have taken a 
strong lead over the opposition 
Labour Party since Margaret 
Thatcher quit as prime minister, 
according to a monthly survey 
conducted by the British Broad- 
casting Corporation (BBC). 

The BBC Newsnight poll of 
polls, the first since Thatcher 
resigned on Nov. 22, gave the 
Conservatives an eight-point 
lead over Labour, one of their 
highest ratings since the 1987 
general election. 

Zt said support for the Con- 
servatives had risen from 33 per 
cent in November to 47 per cent 
while Labour’s rating dropped 
eight points to 39 per cent. 

But new Prime Minister John 
Major foiled to top Labour leader 
Nefl Kirmock when voters were 
asked if they were satisfied with 
their performances. 

Kixmock was backed by 35 per 
cent of those polled, down from 
42 per cent in November, and 
Major by only 33 per cent. 

Some newspapers criticised 
Major Saturday for advising 
Queen Elizabeth to confer an 
hereditary title pn Thatcher’s 
husband, Denis. Tbc honour will 
be passed on to their son, Mark. 

“In honouring Denis Thatcher 
with a baronetcy the queen bes- 
towed on Mark Thatcher an here- 
ditary honour he has not 
earned,” Today newspaper said 
in a front-page article. 

The Daily Mirror said: “Mr. ’ 
Jajor, the man who entered Num- 
ber Ten (Downing Street) prom- 
ising to create a classless society, 
has revived an honour last cre- 
ated in 1964.” 

The queen awarded Margaret 
Thatcher the Order of Merit, one 
of Britain's highest honours. It 
elevated her to an exclusive circle 
of 24 which includes violinist Sir 
Yehudi Menuhin and Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta. 


Georgian Communists 


split from main party 


MOSCOW (R) — The Commun- 
ist Party in Georgia, swept from 
power last month in the republic’s 
first free elections for 70 years, 
officially split from the main 
Soviet Communist Party Satur- 
day. 

Local journalists said a party* 
eflngiMi in the capital Tbilisi had* 
adopted a new set of rales which 
<fid not mention the Soviet Corn- 


independence. 

Like the Baltic republics, 
Georgia has said it will not sign 
Soviet President k^SkhaH 
bachev’s proposed new union 
treaty redefining the central gov- 
ernment’s relations with the 15 
republics. 

Some delegates at Saturday’s 
congress said the party should 
remove the word Communist 
from its title -as it no longer 


muni st Party once. - , a. nartv’s aims. 

•Tlie Cam nnnht: Part y of. rc ^^ n ^ t ^ogramme will 

Geosgia is an independent poh- ^ adopted in a month or so after 


ti<wi organisation operating on 
the basis of its own programme 
and party rules within the 
framework of the constitution of 
Georgia,” they qooted tbe rules 
as saying. 

The party’s new leader, Avtan- 
dil Margiam, said Friday he sup- 
ported demands by Georgia’s 
new nationalist government for 
independence from Moscow. 


members have been pofled about u 

i2cw mine ffld other aspects of 


the programme. . 

Margiani, 45, replaced Giw 


adoption of a new party program- 
me after delegates disagreed over 
what the party should be called. 

Last month's elections brought 
in a oationafist-dominated parlia- 
ment which wants foil independ- 
ence for Georgia within five 


The Communists bad been ex- 
pected to do well because they 
too campaigned for independ- 
ence, but they were hit by grow- 
ing disaffection with Communist 
rule at the Moscow level and won 
only 64 of the 250 seats in parlia- 
ment. 

The decision to break with 
Moscow mirrors that of the Com- 
mimist parties in the three break- 
away Baltic republics which chose 
the same path after nationalists 
swept to power there in free 
elections last year. 

The congress adopted a resolu- 
tion saying the party would work 
towards restoring Georgia's full 
sovereignty. 

Many Soviet republics, which 
want more control over their 
resources and affairs, have de- 
clared national sovereignty, but 
only the Baltic states and Georgia 
so far have said they want full 


munist Party leader durin g Fri- 
day’s session of the congress. 

“I yf the main goal of the 
party as pursuing the politics of 
the parliament. The grab of the 
party aTif i parliament should he 
the same,” he told reporters after 
being elected. 

Gumbaridze bad earlier 
told delegates the party n ee d e d a 
new leader to rebuild its power as 
an opposition force. 

Georgia’s president, former 
dissident Zviad Gamsakhnrdia, 
ha« announced a transitional 
period for the five years l eadin g 
to independence. 

The Georgian Communists did 
sot cut off all with Moscow, 

reserving a right to attend central 
p arty congress as observers dur- 
ing the transition period. 

After the «"«" Communist 
parties in the Baltic republics 
declared independence, sma ll 
groups of pro-Moscow Commun- 
ists broke away and formed sepa- 


There were signs Saturday that 
rtik process might be repeated in 
Georgia, where the congress was 
boycotted by party members' 
from the au t onomou s areas of. 
South Ossetia and Abkhazia. 

Hie independent Lithuanian 
Co mmuni st Party was holding a 
congress Saturday to decide its 
future amid speculation it would 
transform itself into a 
Democratic Party. 


Cossiga at centre of storm oyer Gladio 


ROME (R) — A political storm 
has erupted in Italy over Presi- 
dent F ran c esc o Cosslga’s re* 
ported threat to stand down un- 
less the go v er nm ent confirmed 
the legitimacy of a secret group 
set up during the odd war to fight 
a Warsaw Pact invasion. 

Italian newspapers reported 
Saturday that Cossiga sent an 
ultimatum to Prime Minister 
Giulio Andreotti Friday deman- 
ding that the gov e r nm ent take a 
dear stand on the legitimacy of 
the group known as Gladio. 

“Cosaga threatens to go,” the 
top circulation La Repubbbca 
said in a headline echoed by all 


Italian newspapers. 

- Political sources said Cossiga, 
62, was unhappy with a cabinet 
decision to set up a commission of 
senior judges to investigate 
whether Gladio had violated the 
c o n sti t u tion. 

The move irked Cossiga be- 
cause he had helped to draw up 
GLadio's formal structure when 
he was a young junior minister in 
the early 195%, they added. 

The sources said Cossiga had 
demanded a dear statement from 
Andreotti on Gladio's original 
legitimacy in a letter which 
reached tlx prime minister in the 
middle of a cabinet meeting. 


Andreotti abruptly adjourned 
die meeting and issued a state- 
ment saying Gladio was legiti- 
mate at the time of its founding. 
This move narrowly averted a 
major crisis that would have left 
Italy without a president. 

Cossiga’s office did not release 
the letter or disclose the contents 
of a talk between Andreotti and a 
envoy. 


The newspapers said Cossiga 
was ready to stand down tempor- 
arily and band over his largely 
ceremonial post to the senate 
president while the judicial com- 

' Gladio. 


2 killed in China bomb blast 


PEKING (R) — At least two 
people died and an unkown num- 
ber were injured when a bomb 
explosion tore apart a bus Friday 
in the southern Chinese dry of 
Chengdu, dry authorities said 
Saturday. 

The bus blew up as it passed a 
giant statue of former leader Mao 
Tsetung overlooking the dry's 
main road. The explosion ripped 
a gaping hole in the vehide and 
threw it onto its side as flames 
engulfed the wreckage, said an 
official at the city's Foreign 
Affairs Office. 

“It has been confirmed that 
there are two people dead so far, 
but we have no figure yet on bow 
many are wounded.” said the 
official contacted by telephone 


from Peking. 

"It was a bomb but we don't 
know who the criminal is yet.” he 
added. 

Acts of terrorism are rarely 
reported in China's officially- 
controlled press. The government 
made repeated calls for citizens to 
surrender all weapons last year, 
after demonstrations for demo- 
cracy were suppressed in many 
parts of China. 

The scene of Friday’s bomb 
was near city government offices. 
Students demonstrating for 
democracy in May and June of 
last year drew large crowds in the 
same area. Rioting broke out 
after police violently dispersed 
them. 

An official at the city’s televi- 


sion station said he thought the 
death toll from the bombing 
would rise because the bus was 
crowded and the explosion fierce. 
Windows in the surrounding area 
were shattered by the blast. 

A police official, contacted by 
telephone said the incident was 
under investigation and added 
that police were “unclear” on the 
motive for the bombing. 

A Chengdu resident said: 
“We’re not sure rf it’s sabotage 
aimed at Mao or a bungled 

attempt to take revenge for last 
year.” 


••I 


Mao survived unscathed," he 
added, noting that the statue 
stands on a tall pedestal set hark 
from the road. 


Shuttle’s makeshift space observatory wor king well 


HOUSTON (R) — A makeshift 
observatory aboard the U.S. 
space shuttle Columbia is work- 
ing well although it can see only 
half of what it was designed to 
observe, astronomers said Satur- 
day. 

Ground controllers helped the 
seven-man cre w of Columbia, 
launched Sunday for a 10-day 
mission after a six-month delay, 
to point the observatory’s four 
telescopes at such celestial myy 


ing well enough to allow at least 
half of the planned targets to be 


“In my opinion on the tally 
sheet of the human spirit. Astro- 1 


t* 


it 


tones as quasars, supernovas. 
We did not expect tilings to go ‘ pulsars and black holes, 
so fast and we never expected the j The aiming system for the 
Berlin Senate (city government) j observatory, called Astro-1, 
to give us its reserves. i “amounts to a jury-rigged sys- 

“We will do everything to en- ' torn, but is working,” said Jade 
sure they really read) the needv ; Jones, head of the National 


people. 


The city government decided : 
last month to donate the stock, j 
no longer needed in a wnit^rf i 
Germany, as pan of a massive 
private and official effort to help 
the Soviet Union which 
unification possible. 

A dty official said it would take 

eight to 12 weeks to transport the 
180,000 tonnes of food and 
medical supplies to the Soviet 
Union by air and sea. 


Aeronautics and Space Adminis- 
tration (NASA) mission. 

A computer used by astronauts 
to sec where the spacecraft’s tele- 
scopes were pointing had to be 
switched off Thursday when a 

”KC0t Of WMimriMm hot," fified 

the Sight deck. NASA said. 

Tins left the astronauts with 
fittie to guide the telescopes other 
than v o i c e commands from fli ght 
controllers to the Columbia crew 
who manoeuvred the telescopes. 
Bat the new system was work- 


said Chris Anderson, a professor 
at the University of Wisconsin 
and a key player in the observa- 
tory's development. 

“A thrill went up my spine,” 
said Ted Gull, chief scientist of 
the project, as be watched the 

shuttle crew line up the tele- 
scopes with a distant star system 
and start taking scientific data. 

The astr o nomers appeared to 
be dosing ranks to praise the 
Columbia crew after a sens of 
failures crippled the mission's 
plans to glimpse more than 250 
objects. 

T think most of you out there 
are getting the wrong impression 
about the mission,” said An 
Davidson, another key scientist in 
die current mission. 

"This » not a failure by any 
stretch of anybody's imagina- 
tion." 

“We Ve had a lot of setbacks, 
but success is in hand here,” 
Davidson said. “We're really 
happy. 


Ill 
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Earlier astronauts aboard Col- 
umbia told U.S. school children 
in a lesson broadcast from sp ace 
Friday they were getting an an- 
precedented view of the universe 
despite computer problems in 
tbeir space lab. 

“We’re having to do it a little 
more differently than we plan- 
ned, but we’re doing it and the 
scientists are getting very excited 
by the data we’re gatherin g for 
them, ’ astronaut Ron P arise told 

the children. 

Parise said the problems with 
an automatic telescope aiming 
device had created a “tedious and 
time-consuming" job for the 
astronauts, who have been point- 
ing the instruments manually 
since their launch Sunday from 
the Kennedy Space Centre. 

“W c *** a P««y b ‘8 shopping 
list, said University of Wiscon- 
sin Professor An Code. “We do 
not think a son of bean-counting 
method of keeping track of the 
number of objects observed is the 

proper way to assess the success 
of this, mission/ 1 

Parise and three other a$tro- 
nauts took time out from their 
celestial observations to give a 
20-muute astronomy lesson and 


answer questions from two tkv zen 
pre-college students selected to 
participate because of their scien- 
ce skills. 

The session was broadcast live 
by satellite to classrooms 
throughout the United States. 

Payload specialist Sam Durr- 
ance explained the crew’s mission 
with three ultraviolet telescopes 
and an X-ray telescope that com- 
prise the Astro Observatory. 

“Looking at the stars or other 
objects in just visible light is sort 
of like listening to a piano with 

only a few working keys. Yon 

miss most of the song,” Durrance 
said. 

The shuttle telescopes can see 
light that is absorbed by Earth’s 
atmosphere and unseen by hu- 
mans. 


^ The televised lesson, titled 
Assignment: The Stars” was 
dtagned to teach students about 
the electromagnetic spectrum and 
other basic principles of astro- 
nomy. 

Jt was NASA’s first attempt at 
a«ng a shuttle for live instiuaion 
stnoe the shuttle Challenger disas-. 
ter in January 1586 that killed 
New Hampshire school teacher 
Christa McAuliffe. 
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Intruder found In 
grounds of ^ 

Buckingham Palace 


- 1 -i 


LONDON (R) — An intruder 

grounds 


's 


charged 

ng equipped to 'cam^ 

T , r damage, British police 

said. Derek Smith, 32, an unem- 
ployed pian arrested earfieriirthe 
day, will appear in court Safe- 
day, they said. Security anmnd 
foe royal family w M g har ply fe 
creased after a man, Michael 
Fagan, broke into tin queen’s 
bedroom in 2982. He sat cm her 
bed and chatted to her for half ia 
hour before palace staff camera 
her aid. But intruders have con- 
tinued to outwit royal security 
staff. Vandals broke into a tomb 
at Windsor Castle, west of Loo- 
don this year and a masked sfe 
armed with a hammer and knife 
was arrested in 1987 in. the 

. a mnm m « . ' 


grounds of Kensington Palace, 
used by the Prince and Princessof 
Wales when they stay in Londafu 


Arrest warrant 
out for actor 


a . 


LOS ANGELES (R) — An : 
arrest w a r r an t was issued foe 29^ 
year-old U.S. film actor Conj 
Feldman, who waged a MgUf 
publicised campaign agajhst 
'drug;;, after a judge was fold 
Feldman had been suspended 
from a five-in drug programme^ 
Feldman , who has ap p ear ed in 
such films as Stand By Mc,_The ■ 
Lost Boys and The Goames, hak 
been arrested twice this year qo 
drug charges and had been 
ordered to take part in a five-in 
drug rehabilitation progr a mm e. 
He was arrested for a third time 
for failing to appear in court on a 
traffic warra nt. A spokeswoman 
for the Los Angeles district attor- 
ney’s office said Feldman had 
been suspended from the drug 
progra mme on the grounds he 
had violated pr o gram me rides. 
Deputy district attorney Peter 
Cagney said be had been in touch 
9itb Feldman’s lawyer . and 
arrangements were being made 
for the actor to surrender next 


Huge buried 
crater found 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — Scien- 
tists have found a huge 
crater on the edge of Mexico’! 
Yucatan peninsula where 
asteroid or comet may have 
the earth 65 million years 
killin g off the dinosaurs, 
chers said. They said the 111 
mile-wide (177-kilonietre-widi 
crater was the largest found oi 
Earth. Scientists have 
for about a decade that an i 
with an extraterrestrial obji 
such catastrophic ei 


vironmetal change that 75 
cent of fife on Earth became-’ 
extinct. There is growing evi-' 
dence to s upp o r t that theory, 
several scientists said at the 
American Geophysical Union’s 
fall meeting. University of Arizo- 
na scientists said they recently 
discovered the crater buried be- 
neath sediment along the shores 
of the Yucatan peninsula near tbe 
town of Chicxulnb, which 
appea r s to be foe site of such an 
impact. “It’s in the right loca- 
tion,” University of Arizona sci- 
entist William Boynton told a 
news conference. He said its 
geological characteristics also pci 
it at foe right age. According to 
Boynton, the outer-space object 
would have struck the site wide 
17 was about 100 metres (330 
feet) beneath the ocean’s surface-' 
The land mass later rose. ^ 


Brunei bans booze 
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BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, 
Brunei (R) — Hie Sultanate of 
Brunei, seeking to - adopt mote 
Islamic values^iia& deaded to bon 
liquor from next ywff. Goran- 


liquor from Jan. 1. 
mats and non-MuSum* ~ . *. -m 
able to bring in Squat®*- 
own use and 

poses, the official saw- .W5. 
and Prime Minister Sultan nffv 
sanalBolkia said test Jufracgg 
nrittee had been formed to Mfr 


l; Wi 


the country’s B . w 

in line with Islamic tearing 


Tbe gnhnngfi. Qfl BonUO 
has introduced separate 
for boys and girte in die 
nantly Muslim country, 

230.JOQO. The new 

decree said traders given 
licences before Dec. 1 hi 
month to dear stocks and 
ficenoes would become void. 


processing of alcohol must 
«nd iKtrinwia flwe with 1 


ate .effect^ .it said. Tbe 
airfine. Royal Brunei, 
serving liquor some years 















